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AUBREY. 

CHAPTER    XXV. 
Continuation  of  Mr.  Cowper's  Hijiory. 

THE  hearts  of  the  Aubreys  accompanied 
Mr.  Cowper  through  the  various  feel- 
ings he  had  experienced.  He  defignedly, 
though  imperceptibly,  led  them  into  the 
gradual  variation  of  his  own  emotions  at 
the  time  the  events  took  place.  They 
had  alighted  with  him  at  the  ftyle,  on  the 
Thornbury  roadj  they  had  recalled  to 
mind  Fanny's  activity  in  producing  the 
apparatus  to  warn  from  his  face  the  blood 
that  had-  been  drawn  in  her  caufe  ;  they 
had  renewed  the  battle,  and  fliuddered 
VOL.  in.  s  at 
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at  the  firft  toll  of  the  bell  that  had  {truck 
Us  ear.     From  that  moment  they  had 
dreaded  the  event,  yet  admitted,  as  he 
had  done,  a  hope,  though  flighter  than 
his,  that  the  funeral  might  be  Mr.  Grey's 
rather  than  Fanny's.     Fear  of  the  truth, 
however,  predominated,    and  the  tears 
prepared   by   their  fympathy   began   to 
flow  as  foon  as  they   heard  that  Grey 
himfelf  performed    the   fervice.      The 
awful  verfe  from  the  pfalm,  the  dread- 
ful information  from  the  coffin   wrung 
their  hearts;   they  mourned,  they  wept 
bitterly  for  Fanny.     Mr.  Cowper  had 
ceafed  to  fpeak,   and  there  was  a  pro- 
found  filence    for    fome    minutes :    at 
length,  Aubrty  rofe,  and  rang  the  bell 
for  tea.     Casfar  came  in,  and  faid  it  was 
ready    in    the    drawing-room.       Mrs. 
Aubrey,    Emily,  and   Arthurina,    with 
Arthur-William,  went  up  to  the  nur- 
fcry  to  recover  themfelves,  leaving  Ar- 
thur, 
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thur,  with  his  father  and  Mr.  Cowper, 
walking  up  and  down  the  parlour,  each 
intent  on  his  own  contemplations. 

When  they  all  met  again  at  the  tea- 
table,  and  had  refumed  fome  degree  of 
eafe  :    "  My    dear  friends,"    faid   Mr. 
Cowper,    "  my  dtfire  thu  you  mould 
"  know  me,  and  take  an  intcrefl  in  me, 
"  for  the  reft  of  life  has  induced  me  to 
c;  make    you   acquainted  with   my   fad 
"  (lory;    let  the  intereft  I  feel  for  you 
"  make  amends  for  the  pain  I  have  in- 
"  Bided."— "  The  pain  of  fympathy," 
faid  Aubrey,  "  is  always  attended  with  a 
"  kind  of  charm,  by  which  it  is  infinitely 
"  more  than  compenfated;  pray  take  your 
"  tea  and  proceed." — rc  I  long  to  know," 
faid  Arthur,  "  what  became  of  that  vil- 
"  lain   Smyth." — «  And  I,"  cried  Ar- 
thur-William,   "  to  hear   about    little 
"  Fanny."     Mrs.  Aubrey  and   the  girls 
made   kind    enquiries    refpcdting   Mrs. 
B  2  Smyth 
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Smyth  and  Edmund's  fifter,  and  whqh 
they  thought  that  Mr.  Cowper  was  fuffi- 
cicntly  refrcfhed,  they  one  and  all  beg- 
ged him  to  finifh  his  ftory,  which  he 
accordingly  thus  relumed : 

<f  The  fudden  tranfitions  of  hope 
and  fear  terminating  fo  dreadfully  af- 
fected my  brain  j  I  was  feized,  and  car- 
ried raving  out  of  the  church,  I  conti- 
nued in  a  ftate  of  infanity  nearly  three 
months,  and  it  was  not  till  long  after, 
that  my  fifter  ventured  to  inform  nhe  of 
the  real  circumftances  of  Fanny's  death. 
I  had  been  removed  to  Briftol,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  a  perfon  who  under- 
took the  charge  of  the  infane.  My  fifter, 
furprifed  at  my  not  returning  to  her  ac- 
cording to  my  promife,  had  found  me 
by  enquiring  at  Melford.  She.  was  at 
no  lofs,  as  my  money  remained  in  her 
hands,  and  receiving  hopes  from  the  fa- 
culty, that  my  malady  would  yield  to 

time 
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.time  and  proper  treatment,  (he  paid  me 
.unremitting  attention.  I  will  not  dwell 
minutely  on  the  information  J  received 
from  her,  when  me  had  afcertained  that 
I  was  fufficiently  recovered  to  bear  it. 
I  think  of  it  daily  ;  I  think  of  it  for  a 
wife  purpofe  j  and  fome  day,  I  will  (how 
you  a  packet  of  letters,  and  a  journal, 
that  mail  excite  your  admiration  j  but 
time  will  not  allow  it  at  prefent.  The 
fame  devil  that  had  tempted  me  at  Opor- 
to, had  been  working  my  deftruclion  at 
Melford.  The  hiftory  of  my  infatua- 
tion, with  fome  empafiioned  letters  I 
had  written  to  Donna  Seraphina,  was 
fully  conveyed  to  Edenbower  by  Smyth, 
who,  it  was  now  clear  to  me,  had  con- 
trived to  intercept  all  my  Fanny's  let- 
ters, copies  of  which  me  had  kept,  and 
which,  with  mine  to  Donna  Seraphina, 
an  anonymous  one  from  the  villain  who 
tranfmitted  them,  and  her  own  journal 
B  3  from 
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frpm  the  day  we  parted,  formed  the  con- 
tents cf  the  packet  delivered  to  me  by 
my  fifter.  The  beginning  of  the  journal 
was  full  ufeffufions  of  love,  and  ardenc 
anticipations  of  my  return  ;  thefe  were 
echoed  by  her  letters  j  the  other  part 
contained  the  tendered  lamentations  fur 
the  lofs  of  my  heart,  which  (lie  felt  it 
was  impoffible  to  furvive,  always  ending, 
however,  with,  lut  J  forgive  you  Charlesy 
may  God  alfo  forgive  and  blefs  you !  The 
(late  of  her  mind  brought  on  a  mifcar- 
riage  at  an  advanced  period  of  her  preg- 
nancy j  (he  funk  into  a  melancholy, 
from  which  (he  never  recovered.  Her 
mother  had  confuked  Grey,  who  had 
written  me  an  admonitory  letter,  which 
it  feems  had  been  alfo  intercepted  ;  and 
my  conduct  had  been  reprobated  at  Mel- 
ford,  where  I  was  become  an  objeft  of 
detcftation.  Such  was  the  curfc  that  a 
perfidious  man  and  an  artful  woman 

had 
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had  brought  up)n  me  ;  or  rather,  fuch 
was  the  miferable  confequence  of  my 
own  folly  and  guilt. 

"  I  now  rcfigned  every  thought  of 
happinefs  in  this  world  ;  1  wifhed  myfclf 
in  another  ;  but  bearing  in  mind  my 
father's  laft  injunctions  againft  filicide,  I 
refoived  to  devote  the  reft  of  my  life  to 
repentance,  and  to  ftrive  to  defcrve  by 
that,  a  re-union  with  the  blefTcd  fpirir, 
whofe  fociety  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  ex- 
iftcnce  1  had  forfeited.  I  truft  I 
have  kept  my  refolution  j  I  truft  I  have 
expiated.  I  am  waiting  patiently  my 
releafe,  endeavouring  to  fill  up  the  inter- 
vening time  as  well  as  I  can." — "  But 
what,"  cried  Arthur,  "  became  of  the 
villain  who  was  the  caufe  of  all  this  mi- 
fery  ?" — <c  I  never  faw  him  afterwards," 
replied  Mr.  Cowper,  "  and  it  is  very 
furprifing  that  I  have  never  been  able  to 
trace  his  perfon  farther  than  Corunna, 
B  4  where 


S  AUBREY. 

where  I  told  you  he  embarked  for  Bor- 
deaux. Nor  has  it  been  the  effect  of 
negligence  i  I  have  done  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  find  him.  The  Bankers, 
who  furnifhedhim  with  credit  on  Oporto, 
had  not  the  Jeaft  knowledge  of  him  j  the 
fums  were  placed  in  their  hands  by  an 
agent,  with  whom  they  were  alfo  unac- 
quainted, for  which  he  received  letters  of 
credit  to  the  amount,  payable  to  Smyth. 
The  letters  of  introduction  which  he 
had  procured  at  Oporto  from  perfons 
on  the  Continent,  had  merely  been  in 
confequence  of  the  figure  he  had  made 
wherever  he  ftopped  for  a  time.  I  have 
purfued  a  hundred  different  Smyths 
without  fuccefs :  nay,  he  negotiated  the 
notes  of  hand  I  gave  him  in  Portugal, 
and  I  could  not  trace  him  by  the  holder 
of  them,  who  had  received  them  from  a 
foreigner.  In  fhort,  I  think  he  muft 
have  come  to  fomc  untimely  end  ;  if 

not, 
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not,  he  has  fo  completely  envelloped 
himfelf,  that,  added  to  the  common- 
nefsofthe  name,  he  has  hitherto  efcaped 
every  fearch. 

"  Having  loft  the  friendship  of  the 
good  Vicar  of  Melford,  and  dreading  to 
return  to  a  fpot  where  every  object 
would  renew  excitement  to  the  malady 
from  which  I  had  juft  recovered,  I  rc- 
Iblved  at  firft  to  avoid  Gloucefterfhire, 
and  all  that  could  endanger  the  intellect; 
but  forrow  and  repentance,  thofe  corrod- 
ing inmates  of  the  guilty  heart,  were 
pleafing  to  mine  j  bccaufe,  though  I  had 
been  guilty,  mine  was  not  the  guilt  of 
depravity,  not  the  guilt  of  a  deep  dcfigo 
ing  fpirit.  I  had  been  mifled ;  my  foul 
had  been  enthralled  by  the  appearances 
of  virtue  and  friendfhip  ;  and  I  was  loft 
before  I  detected  the  mafks.  Happi- 
nefs,  what  1  had  figured  to  myfelf  as 
happinefs,  alt  that  could  have  endeared 
B  5  exiftencc 
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exiftence  to  me,  had  my  Fanny  lived  to 
blefs  me  with  pardon  and  with  love, 
was  withdrawn  from  the  profpedt  of  life, 
which  was  now  to  be  endured,  not  en- 
joyed. For  the  ideas  of  blifs,  I  fubfti- 
tuted  thofe  of  utility  and  refignation.  I 
united  my  filler's  lot  with  mine  j  1 
adopted  her  children,  for  (he  had  a 
daughter  born  in  England,  about  fix 
months  after  our  arrival,  and  I  refolved 
to  turn  my  poverty  to  account,  by  mak- 
ing  it  the  nurfe  of  fortitude  and  juftice. 
I  had  fome  hard  druggies ;  but  by  the 
ftrideft  adherence  to  frugality,  by  cur- 
tailing the  circle  of  wants,  by  confider- 
ing  debt  as  a  worfe  evil  than  hunger  or 
rags,  I  gained  the  victory. 

••  It  would  be  endlefs  to  tell  you  the 
feverc  trials,  as  well  as  petty  mortifica- 
tions which  I  found  attendant  on  penury. 
I  (hall  briefly  give  you  an  account  of 
what  happened  to  me,  in  confequencc 

of 
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of  the  debts  I  contracted  at  Oporto. 
Though  both  Grey  and  Coufel  were  too 
much  offended  to  admit,  and  I  too  con- 
cious  to  attempt,  a  justification  of  my 
conduct  ;  yet,  they  were  too  good,  and 
too  much  attached  to  my  Fanny,  to  for- 
fake  the  interefts  of  her  child  :  they 
therefore  gave  me  to  understand,  that 
they  mould  not  refign  the  truft  of  the 
fettlement  I  had  made,  and  Coufel  pro- 
mifed  to  continue  affifting  my  mother-in- 
law,  in  the  management  of  the  little 
farm,  on  condition,  that  I  fuffered  her 
granddaughter,  my  little  Fanny,  to  re- 
main with  her.  My  anfwer  was,  that 
when  I  recovered  fortitude  enough  to 
fee  my  child,  I  certainly  would,  and  that 
I  mould  then  be  determined  by  circum- 
ftances ;  but,  that  it  was  neither  my  in- 
tention., nor  my  inclination,  to  take  her 
from  Mrs.  Rofs.  Coufel  was  not  a  man 
to  raife  fcruples,  and  he  continued  his 
B  6  afiiftance. 
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afliftance.  By  good  management,  the 
farm  produced  on  an  average  from  eighty 
toa  hundred  a-yearj  this  by  the  fettlement 
now  belonged  to  me ;  but  I  confented 
to  (hare  it  with  my  mother-in-law  while 
(he  had  the  care  of  my  child,  taking  ra- 
ther the  larger  part,  as  (he  would  now 
again  refort  to  her  own  annuity,  and  as 
I  had  to  take  care  of  my  fifter  and  her 
two  children,  who  were  infants. 

"  Reflecting  on  the  difficulty  of  living 
on  fuch  a  pittance,  and  remembering 
my  debt  to  the  worthy  Horton  of  Opor- 
to, I  made  my  fituation  known  to  feve- 
ral  of  my  father's  friends,  and  alfo  to 
Neville's  family;  Neville  himfelf  was 
gone  abroad  on  his  travels,  and  I  hoped 
that  fomc  of  them  would  intereft  them- 
fclves  to  put  me  in  a  fituation  which 
I  might  fill  with  credit,  and  by  which 
I  might  be  fupportcd  like  a  gentle- 
man. All  I  gained  by  my  application 
i  was 
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was  a  practical  leflbn,  the  theory  of 
which  I  had  learned  in  books,  with- 
out retaining  a  fufficient  imprefiion  of 
it  to  deter  me  from  adding  myfelf  to 
the  lift  of  unqualified  fuitors :  I  was  re- 
ceived with  fmiles,  difmiffed  with  ad- 
vice, and  deprived  of  my  entres  at  every 
houfe  where  it  was  heard  that  I  was  feek- 
ing  the  exertion  of  influence.  This  was 
not  the  worft ;  I  was  immediately  marked 
out  for  calumny ;  I  was  faid  to  have 
ruined  myfelf  by  extravagance;  my  pa£ 
fion  for  Donna  Seraphina  was  told  againft 
me,  with  all  the  exaggerations  of  ma- 
levolence. I  was  reported  to  have  taken 
in  a  young  man  to  marry  my  fifter,  to 
have  ruined  him,  and  caufed  his  death 
by  driving  him  to  defpair;  in  fliort, 
every  incident  that  could  be  diftorted  to 
afperfion,  was  armed  againft  me. 

"  Friendlcfs  and  fad,  I  took  lodgings 
in  the  fuburbs  of  London,  confiding  of 

a  parlour 
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a  parlour  and  two  fmall  bed-rooms. 
Here,  afiifted  by  Harriet,  I  gloried  in 
enduring  the  rigour  of  fate  j  I  thought 
daily  of  Fanny,  and  of  my  own  conduct, 
and  juftified  Providence,  whofe  chaftife- 
ment  proceeded  from  order  and  bene- 
volence i  while  1  dcfpifed  and  hated  the 
world,  whole  m..lcvclcnce  was  not  the 
refulc  of  juftice,  but' '.he  persons  of  a 
corrupt  aflociation  of  ideas  combining 
with  bafc  i 'iiilions. 

•'  About  t*o  years  after  my  arrival  in 
England,  a  change  took  place  in  my 
fituation,  from  my  notes  I;  Smyth  being 
brought  againfl.  me.  As  I  was  not  able 
to  take  them  up,  I  was  arrefted  and 
carried  to  the  Fleet-prifon.  In  going 
in,  I  met  a  gentleman  coming  out, 
whom  I  remembered  to  have  feen  at 
Oporto,  and  who  left  it  about  a  fort- 
night after  my  arrival  there.  He  fecm- 
cd  to  know  me,  yet  evidently  avoided  a 

recognition : 
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recognition  :  he  was  not  the  firft  ac- 
quaintance who  had  coolly  paflcd  me 
by,  and  I  had  long  ceafed  to  be  morti- 
fied j  but  I  was  unjuft  to  the  motives  of 
this  young  man,  from  whom  I  received 
a  letter  the  next  day,  requesting  permif- 
fion  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  and  who  had 
patted  me  unnoticed,  only  through  fear 
of  hurting  my  feelings. 

"  His  name  was  Searle,  I  fay  w^s, 
for  he  died  about  two  years  ago ;  he 
was  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Searle's,  the  Rec- 
tor of  Mariton  j  and  having  been  de- 
lighted with  fome  civilities  he  received 
from  my  father  in  Portugal,  was  anxi- 
ous to  return  them  to  me.  He  expreflcd 
a  defire  to  ferve  me  i  this  I  told  him 
was  impofiible,  but  he  would  not  be  re- 
fufed.  In  (hort,  after  hearing  my  ftory, 
with  moft  of  which  he  was  previoufly 
acquainted,  he  allured  me  that,  though 
he  could  not  heal  the  wounds  my 

heart 
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heart  had  received,  it  would  be  my 
own  fault  if  I  were  not  fet  to  rights  with 
regard  to  money-matters.  '  The  notes 
«  to  Smyth,  and  your  bond  to  Mr.  Hor- 
'  ton,'  faid  he,  '  muft  be  taken  up  and 

•  confolidated.'     I   told  him  that  I  had 
not  the  means.      '  But  I  have/   replied 
he,   '  and  you  may  hereafter  contrive 
'  fome  mode  of  difcharging  the  debt ;  at 
'  prefent,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  bail 
c  you,    and  we  will  fettle  the  terms  at 
«  leifure,       I  am  lately  from  Oporto, 
'  and  can   give  you  the  fatisfaclion  of 

•  knowing,     that   Donna  Seraphina  dc 

•  Monocelloisuniverfally  defpifed.    Af- 
'  ter  your  departure,    me  returned  to 
«  the  city,  where  (he  laboured  with  all 
«  her  power  to  blacken  your  character, 
c  particularly    charging     you    with    the 

•  difhonour   of  unfounded  boafls  :    but 

«  no  credit  is  given  to  her  by  the  En-   . 

•  glilh,  and  even  her  own  countrymen 

.  *  afibciate 
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.'  aflbciate  with  her  as  little  as  poflible. 
'  Perhaps  you  do  not  know/  continu- 
ed he,  f  that  your  friend  Horton  is 
•'  dead.  He  was  carried  off  by  an  apo- 
'  plexy  about  three  months  ago,  and 

*  your  bond  is  either  here  already,  or  on 
c  its  way  to  be  put  in  force  againft  you.' 
I  affured  Mr.  Searle,  that  I  had  no  pro- 
perty in  the  world  to  give  him  as  a  fe- 
curity,  except  a  lifc-intereft  in  the  pro- 
duce of  a  few  acres  of  ground,   which 
was  fully  employed  in  the  bare  mainte- 
nance of    five  perfons.     '  How  ftands 
c  your    fund    of    Greek    and   Latin  ?' 
faid  he.     '  Have  you  any  objection  to 
'  mortgage  that  as  a  fecurity  ?' — *  I  un- 
c  derftand   you,'    replied  I :    «  perhaps, 

*  a  (hort  brufhing  up  would  make  me 
'  as  fie  for  a  tutor  as  nineteen  in  twenty 

*  that  undertake  the  talk  of  tuition,   but 
'  I  do  noc  think  my  confcience  would 
«  allow   me.'      *  I'll  relieve  your  con- 

<  fcicnce,' 
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«  fcience,'   faid  he :  *  my  uncle  is  guar- 
'  dian  to  two  orphans,    who  will  have 

•  tolerable  fortunes  when   they  come  of 
c  age  :    their  capacities  fcem  to  be  very 
4  confined  j    but  he  is  of  opinion,    that 
'  if  a  man  can  be  found  who  will  confi- 
'  dcr  them  more  as  his  fens  than  his  pu- 
'  pils,  their  intellects    rmy    be    drawn 
'  forth  i    the  one  is  thirteen,  the  other 
'  fourteen  years  old.     1  am  in  queft  of 

•  fuch  a  man  as  my  uncle  wimes  for ; 
'  and  indeed,    I  came  hither  yeftcrday 
'  after  a  gentleman,    who  having  other 
'  views  on  the  arrangement  of  his  af- 

•  fairs,    declined  the  offer  which  I  now 
'  make  to  you.      You  muft    comply,' 
continued  he,    «  for  you  are  not  expected 
'  to  make  them  profound  fcholars  j    and 
'  if  you  (hould  even  fail  in  the  attempt 
c  to  enlighten  their  minds,   the  blame 
'  will  ftill  be  caft  upon    nature  /ather 
'  than  on  you.     On  this  plan  two  hun- 

c  dred 
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c  a-year  will  be  given  with  each  of. them.' 
I  thanked  Searle  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  and  agreed  to  make  the 
trial. 

"  To  be  brief,  for  I  have  already  in- 
dulged mygarulity  too  much,  I  received 
the  boys  :  they  lived  with  me  about  fix 
ycais,  and  I  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee 
them  turn  out  amiable  and  intelligent 
young  men.  1  thought  this  alone  a  great 
reward  for  the  pains  I  had  fmcerely  be- 
flowed  upon  them  j  bur,  in  addition,  by 
living  on  three  hundred  a-year,  my 
whole  debt  to  Searle  was  cleared  off, 
and  I  fccured  the  cordiality  and  friend- 
fhip  of  the  Rcftor  of  Mariton." 

"  But  you  have  faid  nothing  of  little 
"  Fanny i"  faid  Arthur- William.  "I 
"  am  afraid,  my  dear  boy,"  replied 
Cowper,  "  to  enter  upon  the  fubjecl:. 
About  two-  months  after  my  recovery 
of  reafon,  I  thought  I  could  bear  to  fee 

her 
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her  without  dangers  I  went  to  Eden- 
bower  in  difguife  ;  I  difcovered  myfelf 
only  to  my  mother-in-law,  with  vvhofe 
concurrence  I  contrived  to  remain  con- 
cealed in  the  houfe  four-and-twenty 
hours.  What  I  felt  on  entering  the  houfe, 
and  at  the  fight  of  my  child,  is  not 
to  be  dtfcribcd— let  it  pafs — I  tore  my- 
felf away — I  paid  her  another  vifit,  and 
another.  In  fhort,  I  found  that  I  could 
not  live  without  her,  and  about  the  time 
that  Scarlc  made  me  the  offer  of  my  pu- 
pils, I  fent  my  fifter  to  Melford,  to  pro- 
pofe  to  Mrs.  Rofs,  that  fhe  and  Fanny 
fhould  live  a  part  of  the  year  with  us. 

"  Harriet  was  not  fatisfied  with  bare- 
ly executing  her  commifiion;  (he  faw 
Grey  and  Coufcl,  flic  told  them  my 
ftory,  defcribed  the  arts  that  had  been 
practifcd  to  feduce  me,  and  painted  my 
repentance.  She  foftencd  their  hearts, 
and,  aided  by  their  religion,  obtained  my 

forgivencfs. 
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rorgivenefs.  Grey,  the  benevclcnt,  the 
Dious,  the  excellent  Grey,  wrote  me  a 
"ew  lines  with  his  own  hand  ;  his  words 
^ere — Cf  Mifguided,  unfortunate  man  ! 

*  I  believe  your  repentance  to  be  fin- 
{  cere  j   come  and  finifh  your  expiation 
f  at  the  grave  of  the  angel  you  have— 

*  loft :   .come,  and  by  attention  to  her 

*  child  and  to  your  future  life,  cndea- 
f  vour  to  confirm  your  redemption,  and 
<  to  merit  a  re-union  with  the  blefled 
•'  faint  in  a  world  where  there  is  no  cor- 
f  ruption  j  come  to  your  home  and.  be 

*  comforted/' 

"  Time,  though  it  produced  no  alter- 
ition  in  my  heart  or  recollection,  refpect- 
ng  my  beloved  Fanny,  fortified  my 
icrves.  Objects  that  would  once  have 
Blunged  me  into  defpair,  or  overwhelm- 
ed me  with  madnefs,  tempered  my  for- 
•ow,  foothed  and  delighted  me.  I  ac- 
:epted  Grey's  invitation  ;  I  removed  to 

Edenbowcr 
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Edcnbower  with  my  fifter  and  her  chil- 
dren, and  there  I  trained  my  pupils. 
My  mind  aflumed  a  kind  of  melancholy 
happinefs,  in  which  I  refitted  deprefiion 
by  attaching  all  earthly  blifs  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  will  of  HIM,  whole  chaftifc- 
ments  are  bleffings  j  and  particularly  in 
attention  to  my  little  Fanny's  underftand- 
ing,  which  1  cultivated  with  all  my 
power  j  at  the  fame  time  that  I  endea- 
voured to  form  her  foul  to  fuch  enjoy- 
mcnts  on  earth,  as  fhould  prepare  her 
early  for  thofe  to  which  her  angelic  mo- 
ther had  been  removed.  I  was  fuccefs- 
ful-—  the  foil  was  of  the  beft  kind— I  was 
fuccefsful  beyond  my  warmeft  hopes. 

"  She  had  the  ftart  in  years  of  her 
coufins,  whom  (he  delighted  to  lead  in 
the  path  me  had  taken.  To  my  fifter, 
Ihe  owed  the  progrefs  (lie  made  in  mu- 
fic,  and  the  eafc  and  grace  of  her  car- 
riage: with  my  alMance,  Ihe  became  ac- 
quainted 
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quainted  with  herfelf  j  with  the  pafiions 
of  the  heart,  the  faculties  of  the  mind; 
and  me  feduloufly  and  eagerly  devoted 
her  powers  to  rectifying  the  former,  and 
cultivating  the  latter. "  Oh  !  Ihe  was 
eminently  fuccefsful  in  both.  She  was 
ambitious  of  excellence,  without  envy 
or  emulation.  Her  anger  was  without 
fin,  flie  had  difcardcd  from  it  every  de- 
gree of  rage,  revenge,  retaliation,  and 
fullennefs ;  it  was  but  an  animated  dif- 
approbation  of  error.  She  had  learned 
to  temper  fear  and  grief  by  refignation ; 
and  hope,  and  joy,  were  removed  from 
the  dominion  of  fancy,  to  that  of  rea- 
fon.  Hatred  of  vice  was  unattended 
with  malevolence  to  the  perfon  ;  and 
genuine  love  and  rnodcfty  banifhed  pride, 
and  vanity,  and  jealoufy.  She  afpired 
not  to  the  mafculine  walks  of  fcience  j 
but  in  her  purfuit  of  pleafing  as  well  as 
of  important  knowledge,  fhe  was  con- 
tent, 
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tent,  after  fatisfying  her  undemanding  in 
fome  points,  to  take  much  upon  truft — 
much  flic  relied  on  her  father.  Her 
memory,  imagination,  judgment,  un- 
folded themfelves  gradually,  but  ftrong- 
ly.  She  was  daily  adding  to  the  ftores 
of  her  mind. 

"  In  her  perfon  fhe  refembled  her 
mother;  I  was  always  told,  and  believe, 
that  in  her  face  (he  refembled  me.  I  early 
made  her  acquainted  with  my  hiftory, 
and  often  took  her  with  me  to  vifit  her 
mother's  grave,  over  which  i  had  placed 
a  fimple  urn  on  a  pedeflal.  Sorrow  had 
yielded  much  to  the  force  of  parental 
affection,  when  my  fccond  Fanny  was 
old  enough  to  feel  an  intereft  in  her  mo- 
ther's tombj  and  I  refrained  from  weep- 
ing, when  we  went  together.  Once, 
however,  when  I  thought  myfelf  alone, 
fhe  came  upon  me  unawares,  and  found 
me  bathed  in  tears.  She  embraced  me, 

and 
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and  mingled  hers  with  mine.  I  indulged 
the  fenfation.  I  accufed  myfelf  to  my 
child — I  wept  upon  her  neck.  Finding 
my  agitation  increafe,  fhe  ftifled  her  own 
emotion,  and  looking  at  me  with  the 
imprefiive  countenance  of  a  feraph,  fdd  -, 
(  My  dear  papa,  this  is  very  wrong ; 
f  you  fay  you  think,  that  the  fpirits  of 
'  thofe  who  love  us,  delight  in  viewing 
'  usj  furely  it  cannot  be  to  fee  us  in 

*  pafn ;    long  have  you  been  forgiven 
'  by  the  beloved  fpirit,  by  whofe  memo- 
'  ry  you  are  afflicted  :   this  agitation  may 

*  be  a  fpecies  of  ingratitude  to  her.   Oh  ! 

*  ceafe  to  court  affliction,  and  let  us  in 
'  future  think  of  her,  and  fpeak  of  her 
'  with  joy,   as  being  far  happier  than  we 
'  could  make   her  here.'    J  ceafed  to 
weep ;  I  blefled  the  good  fenfe  and  piety 
of  my  child,    and  from  that  moment  I 
yielded  to  the   dictate   of  wifdom,  to 
court  affliction  no  longer. 

VOL  in.  c  "  In 
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"  In  time  I  forgot  the  miftry  1  had 
merited.  As  Fanny  advanced  in  life, 
a  new  generation  grew  up  with,  her  at 
Melford.  She  won  the  hearts  of  old 
and  young.  I  was  again  included  in 
their  fmilcs.  My  fifterand  the  Smyths, 
refigned  to  their  lot,  enlivened  our  habi- 
ta:ion.  Our  mornings  were  devoted  to 
mental  improvements,  our  evenings  fomo 
times  to  the  perufal  of  works  of  imagina- 
tion, fometimes  to  mufic  and  dartting, 
and  not  unfrequently  to  neighbourly 
meetings,  and  familiar  talk,  in  which  good 
humour  prevailed,  and  no  one  feared  a 
critic.  Happinefs  once  more  took  pof- 
Jtfljon  of  Edenbower. 

"  Happinefs  is  a  fickle  tenant;  fhe 
(laid  but  a  few  years  with  me.  When 
Fanny  had  attained  her  eighteenth  year,  a 
iiiddtn,  incomprehenfible  malady,  of  the 
nature  of  which  I  am  to  this  day  igno- 
rant, deprived  me  of  my  child — of  my 

friend 
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friend— of  fuch  a  friend  as  ftldom  falls 
to  the  lot  of  man.  I  have  no  idea  of  any 
affe&ion  fo  perfeft,  or  fo  well  founded, 
as  the  friendfhip  that  fubfiftcd  between 
us.  It  was  diftinft  from  the  fondnefs  of 
father  and  daughter,  though  heightened 
by  it.  It  was  intellectual  fympathy.  Ic 
was  a  fimilar  comprehenfion  of  things, 
fimilar  conceptions,  fimilar  purfuits,  un- 
bounded confidence.  It  is  only  by  re- 
flcdYmg  on  the  nature  of  fuch  a  friend- 
fhip, that  my  lofs  can  be  eftimated,  Oh ! 
moft  gladly  wou.ld  I  have  relinquimed 
every  comfort  of  life  to  have  preferved 
her.  The  progrefs  of  her  diflblution, 
though  fure,  was  tardy  j  but  though  at- 
tended with  intolerable  fufferings,  (he 
bore  the  dreadful" trial  without  a  mur- 
mur. Her  fortitude  and  refignation 
muft  have  excited  the  admiration  of 
angels.  No  complaint  efcaped  her  lips. 
She  was  long  fenfible  that  flic  was  ap- 
c  2  preaching 
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preaching  her  end,  and  one  evening  as 
fhe   obferved   from   her  bed   a    bright 
planet,  which  appeared  through  the  win- 
dow of  her  chamber,   (he  defired  her 
aunt  to  look  at  it,  faying ;  "  Papa  ufcd 
"  to  tell  me,  that  there  was  nothing  un- 
c<  likely  in  the  idea  of  our  being  tranf- 
"  lattd  from  planet  to  planet:  I  wonder 
"  if  that  is  to  be  mine  !"     She  had  no 
fear  of  death,for  (he  had  early  accuftomed 
herftlf  to  think  of  it  lefs  as  the  end  of 
life,   than  25  the  beginning  of  another 
ftate,and  her  only  dread  was  what  I  lhcu!d 
fufTer.    She  never  looked  at  me  but  with 
a  ftnile,  and  even  when  her  approaching 
diflolution   became   vifible ;    when   her 
fl'  ndcr  limbs  befpoke  their  mortality, 
and  a  few  tenacious  fparks  of  life  juft 
detained  her  fpirit  from  its  efcape,  her 
countenance  was  ferene  and  lovely.    Oh ! 
how  did  my  heart  bleed  !  and  how  often 
diJ  I  humble  myfelf  on  my  knees  before 

God, 


AUBREY.  29 

God,  imploring  proofs  of  his  mercy  and 
forgivenefs  in  the  reftonition  of  my 
child!  My  diftracted  foul  forgot  its 
unvvorthinefs,  and  prayed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  a  miracle :  «  Oh  God,'  I  cried, 
1  medicine  cannot  avail— -Qie  is  now 
'  entirely  in  thy  hands— fpare  her  to 
c  me,  oh  God ! — I  befeech  thee  fpare 
'  her  to  me  I*  No — it  was  a  foolifh 
prayer — her  mother  deferred  her  more 
than  I ;  the  removing  angel  knew  it,  and 
obeyed  the  mandate  he  had  received. 
Away,  again,  flew  happinefs  from  my 
cotcage,  and  forro\v  and  mourning  en- 
tered. 

"  Butwhat  then !"  exclaimed  Cowper, 
after  prefiing  hrs  handkerchief  to  his 
eyes,  "  HE,  who  was  a  m-m  of  forrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  ratifies  mourn- 
ing with  a  blefllng  ;  and  I  believe  it  to 
be  pregnant  with  Jove  towards  the  race 
c  3  of 
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of  man :  nor  was  it  a  vain  enthufiafm 
that  guided  Dr.  Young  in  faying, 

"  Smitten  friends 
Are  angels  fent  on  errands  full  of  love." 

The  ftroke  of  mifcry  which  comes  home 
to  a  man's  own  breaft,  is  his  bed  pre- 
parative for  heaven;  it  breaks  his 
heart,  it  renders  it  contrite,  and  makes 
it  a  facriricc  which  God  will  not  defpife. 
Mine  had  not  been  fufficiently  fubdued  ; 
mine  had  again  begun  to  be  proud  and 
happy.  What  though  I  was  not  im- 
pious, I  had  formed  anew  my  heaven 
upon  earth,  and  (hould  have  left  it  with 
reluctance  :  but  now,  I  think  warmly 
and  anxioufly  of  that  to  which  Provi- 
dence has  removed  my  treafures.  <c  Yes, 
my  dear  friends,"  laid  Cowper  with  a 
fj^h,  and  prefiing  the  hand  of  Emily, 
whofc  tears  were  flowing  down  her 

cheeks, 
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cheeks,  fc  I  believe  it  to  be  a  falutary 
blow ;  as  fuch  I  receive  it  with  fub- 
miffion  and  refignation,  trufting,  that  he 
who  (truck  it  will  aid  me  to  purfue,  with 
my  broken  heart,  the  duties  which  I 
have  yet  to  perform  on  earth." 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 

The  refentment  of  the  unfortunatt  re* 
dounds  upon  themfefocs* 

IT  was  late  when  Mr.  Cowper  con- 
cluded his  ftory,  and  as  the  fympathy  of 
his  friends  abounded  more  in  tears  than 
words,  he  only  (laid  a  few  minutes  to 
exprefs  the  relief  and  fatisfaction  he  had 
experienced  in  the  communication  of 
his  misfortunes,  as  well  as  in  the  hope  of 
confirming  by  it  a  friendfhip  which  he 
was  led  to  dcfire  by  the  kindnefs  and 
virtues  of  a  family,  whom  he  fhould 
never  have  fought,  but  for  the  report  of 
their  calamity.  They  each  (hook  hands 
with  him,  and  he  promifed  to  bring 
Edmund  next  morning  to  take  leave  of 

them, 
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them.  The  family  fat  fome  time  to- 
gether  after  he  was  gone,  exprefling  their 
pity  for  his  fuflfcrings,  and  fully  abfolv- 
ing  him  of  his  guile.  He  had  warmly 
interefled  their  feelings  ;  they  loved  him, 
and  were  prepared  to  love  his  (liter  and 
her  children.  The  little  they  had  feen  of 
Edmund  had  prepofleflcd  them  in  his 
favour  j  they  talked  of  his  fitter  Harriet 
without  knowing  her,  and  they  anti- 
cipated the  enjoyment  of  intimacy. 

As  Mr.  Cowper  intended  to  go  out  of 
town  next  day  by  the  Gioucefter  coach, 
which  fet  out  at  four^ o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, he  went  early  win  Edmund  to 
Albcmarle-ftreer,  where  they  took  an 
affectionate  leave  of  the  Aubreys,  with 
whom  they  exchanged  promifes  of  corre- 
fpondence  and  occafional  vifits.  Mrs. 
Aubrey  fent  a  kind  invitation  to  Mrs, 
Smyth  by  Mr.  Cowper,  and  the  yos.ng 
folks  loaded  Edmund  with  affectionate 
c  5  mefliges 
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ir.eflages  to  Harriet,  fraught  w!th  hopes 
of  future  delight.     Aubrey  exprefled  his 
gratification   at   the    manner  in   which 
Cowper  had  renewed  his  acquaintance, 
and  his  fenfe  of  the  fervices  he  had  ren- 
dered him;  alluring   him  that  nothing 
could  give  him   more  pleafure  than  to 
prove,  his  affection  by  being  of  ufe  to 
Edmund.     {C  Were  you  to  bring  him 
"  up  to  the  church,   Cowper,"  faid  hf, 
"  it  might  afford  me  an  opportunity  j 
«'  for,  if  I  live,  Marinn  will  be  only  the 
"  firlt  ftep  in  the  courfe  my  friend  Lord 
4<  Aynsford  has    in    view   for    me."— 
cc  My  good   fiiend,"    replied  Cowper, 
"  though  Edmund  has  no  fortune,  it  is 
"  my  intention  to  enable  him  to  depend 
«'  uponhimfclf.    As  he  was  born  a  gentle- 
"  man,  I  have  given  him  the  education 
"  of  one,  but  as  he  is  poor,  I  have  had 
"  him  raught  fomc  ufcful  arts,  and  the 
"  value  of  induftry  :  agriculture  is  his 

"  prefent 
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"  prefent  ftudy,  it  is  to  be  his  ptirfuit, 
"  and  if  he  chance  to  loft:  me,  he  will  be 
cc  able  to  fupport  his  mother  and  fitter 
"  by  it."  To  this  Aubrey  made  no  re- 
ply, but  by  making  hands  with  both 
uncle  and  nephew,  and  joining  in  the 
farewell,  which  was  echoed  from  every 
tongue  in  the  room. 

For  fome  days  the  events  of  Cowper's 
life  dwelt  ftrongly  on  the  imagination  of 
his  friends,  and  afforded  them  much 
converfation,  nor  did  any  thing  material 
occur  till  the  day  appointed  for  the  fale 
of  the  pictures,  except  indeed  that  Mrs. 
Miller  was  in  a  conftant  buftlc  of  pick- 
ing, and  preparation  for  the  removal  of 
the  family  to  Mariton.  As  the  day  of 
fale  approached  Aubrey's  hopes  in- 
creafed;  his  pictures  had  duly  drawn  a 
crowd  of  fafhion  to  Flouriih's  room,  and 
fome  men  of  real  judgment  had  fpokea. 
of  many  of  the  pieces  with  rapture,  ft 
c  6  that 
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that  he  began  to  extend  his  expectations 
even  beyond  the  original  coft  of  the 
paintings. 

The  day  at  length  arrived.  The 
auction-room  was  full,  and  Mr.  Flourifh 
from  his  defk  delivered  new  puffs  in  the 
beft  ftyle  of  his  laudatory  lore.  The 
firft  painting  put  up  was  a  fine  Claude 
Loraine.  "  What  an  enchanting  fcene 
"  does  this  landfcape  prefent,"  faid  Mr. 
Flourifh,  "  the  plumed  wood  on  the 
"  hill  beyond  the  vale,  arrayed  in  ftrik- 
'*  ing  majefty  with  fummer  s  thickeft 
cc  robe,  appears  jo  defcend  to  the  left  in 
"  a  gentle  waving  line,  and  the  orb  of 
<c  day,  'declining,  fkirts  the  fleecy  top 
"  with  gold,  feeming  to  reft  upon  the 
"  enlivened  ed»e,  while  the  intervening 
'*  foliage  abates  the  power  of  its  rays, 
"  fo  as  to  permit  the  eye  unpunifhcd  to 
"  behold  its  glory.  How  beautiful  the 
<{  valley  !  how  grateful  to  the  fight  thofe 

rich 
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'*  rich  paftures,  where  the  cattle  and  the 
"  fleecy  tribe  are  grazing,  placed  fo  ju- 
"  dicioufly  on  that  undulating  furfaee, 
"  which  the  fun,  as  he  finks  behind  the 
"  hill,  marks  with  varied  light  and  (hade. 
"  I  fee  the  eyes  of  all  the  company  are 
"  charmed,  and  riveted  to  the  fpot.  The 
"  ruftic  building  to  the  right,  lofty  and 
"  prominent,  which  receives  a  brown 
"tint  from  the  fun's  weakened  rays, 
"  will  irrefiftibly  lead  you  on  to  trace 
"  the  landfcape  to  its  verge,  and  with 
"  delight  to  pore  along  the  diftant  coun- 
"  try,  adorned  with  fainter  woods  and 
"  leflening  edifices,  bounded  afar  by 
ft  mountains,  which  the  painter's  fkill 
<c  compels  your  imagination  to  drefs  with 
"  woods,  no  lefs  perfect  than  thofe  his 
<f  pencil  has  diftinguidied  more  boldly. 
"  What  a  fweet  evening  does  the  fub- 
<cje:t  prcfcnt !  Glowing,  yet  mild 
cc  and  fcrene  j  nor  lefs  fo  that  yonder 

flowly 
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IC  flowly-rr.oving  cloud  fpreads  his  broad 
'•  made  upon  the  diftant  fields." 

Aubrey,  who  was  fitting  with  Sen- 
fitive  and  Arthur,  near  the  auctioneer's 
defk,  was  perfe&ly  aftonifhed  at  this 
poe  ic  effufion,  and,  fmiling,  exprefied 
his  furi.rife.  "  Sir,"  faid  a  ftranger, 
who  fat  next  to  him,  «« it  is  entirely  new; 
"  he  bought  it  for  a  guinea  from  a  poor 
'*  poet,  *ho  in  the  bargain  referved  the 
"  privilege  of  introducing  it  into  a  tra- 
"  gedy  after  Flourish  had  ufed  it.  The 
"  lines,  for  it  is  abfolutely  blank  verfe, 
"  arc  worth  more  than  a  guineatoFlourifh 
«*  in  refutation,  for  the  frequenters  of 
cc  his  room  have  no  objeflion  to 
"  bombaft  in  the  mouth  of  the  auo 
"  tioneer,  and  I  Ihould  think  them  worth 
"  more  than  ten  to  the  owner  of  thefe 
"  paintings,  but  that  the  piece  they  de- 
"  fcribe  is  intrinfically  valuable,  and 
"  does  not  want  their  afliftance." — <c  I 

"  think 
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«  think  it  a  fine  painting,"  replied  Au- 
brey to  the  (Iranger,  "  and  am  pleafed 
"  to  hear  you  fpeak  fo  highly  of  it — I 
tf  hope  your  opinion  is  favourable  to 
"  mod  of  the  others." — u  There  arc 
"  fome  good  pidures  in  the  collection," 
faid  the  (tranger,  "  and  perhaps"— 

His  fpeech  was  interrupted  by  Flour- 
ilh's  raifing  his  voice,  and  calling  ur- 
gently on  the  company  to  put  up  the 
Claude  at  twelve  hundred  guineas.  Hav- 
ing gradually  defcended  to  four  hundred, 
a  voice  at  fome  diftance  faid,  "  a  hun- 
"  dred  and  fifty."  "  Five  hundred," 
faid  the  ftrangcr  near  Aubrey — "  thank 
"  you  fir,"  cried  Mr.  Flounfli,  with 
a  fmile  and  a  bow— "  five  hundred." 
Aubrey  looked  at  the  flranger  with- 
Ibme  furprife  — u  Oh,  fir,"  faid  he, 
*'  I  do  not  mean  to  purchafe  it — I 
"  bid  to  fave  time— it  will  go  for  feven 
"  hundred  at  leaft."  It  was  foon 
after  knocked  down  for  feven  hundred 

and 
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and  fifty.  This  accuracy  of  judgment 
raiftd  the  ftranger  in  the  opinion  of 
Aubrey,  who  was  going  to  renew  his 
converfation,  when  the  gentleman,  look- 
ing at  his  catalogue,  exclaimed,  "  Why 
"  what  the  deuce  dots  he  bring  this 
"  forward  fo  foon  for !  This  fine  Ma- 
"  donna  will  ruin  the  fale."  "  Here," 
cried  Flourifli,  "  here  is  Raphael's 
"mod  charming  Madonna."— The 
flranger  fmiled.  Aubrey  looked  round, 
and  thought  he  faw  a  pretty  general 
fmile  in  the  room.— "  His  earlier  Ma- 
<l  donnas,"  proceeded  the  auctioneer— 
"  thole  I  mean  of  his  middle  ftyle,  are 
"  generally  of  a  lighter  and  Ids-taking 
"  complexion.  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
"  though  fome  men's  judgments  are  apt 
<f  to  be  guided  by  particular  attach- 
"  ments,  that  a  complete  brown  beauty 
"  is  really  preferable  to  a  perfect  fair 
"  one  ;  the  bright  brown  gives  a  luftre 
tc  to  all  the  other  colours,  a  vivacity  to 

"  the 
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ff  the  eyes,  and  a  richnefs  to  the  whole 
"  look,  which  one  feeks  in  vain  in  the 
<f  whiteft  and  moft  tranfparent  fkins." 

Aubrey  was  fmiling  at  this  repetition 
of  Flourish's  pufF,  which  had  already 
been  privately  difcharged  at  the  perfon 
who  applied  to  purchafe  this  Madonna 
without  bringing  it  to  the  hammer,  when 
his  ears  were  fainted  with  a  laugh  from 
the  fide  of  the  room  where  the  Madonna 
hung  j  and  prefently  fome  of  the  com- 
pany were  feen  getting  up  on  the  feats 
to  look  that  way.  Aubrey,  Senfitive, 
and  the  ftranger,  alfo  got  up  to  fee  what 
occafioned  the  laugh.  The  firft  object 
that  ftruck  Aubrey  was  Sir  Kit  Keeping 
pointing  at  a  figure  directly  under  the 
Madonna.  Following  the  direction  of 
bis  ringer,  he  obferved  a  handfome  wo- 
man fitting  and  looking  through  a  frame, 
not  unlike  that  of  the  picture  above  her. 
At  her  back  was  a  painting,  of  which 

only 
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only  the  ground  was  feen — her  attitude 
and  drefs  were  precifely  the  fame  as  the 
Madonna's,  nor  was  it  long  before  Au- 
brey obferved  the  (Inking  refemblance 
of  their  features.  "  This  is  a  malicious 
trick,"  faid  the  flranger,  "  the  picture 
"  is  not  an  original,  nor  is  it  a  copy, 
"  but  merely  an  attempt  at  the  ftyle  of 
"  Raphael,  and  that  very  woman,  about 
"  five  years  ago,  fat  for  the  figure. 
ct  Her  hufband,  one  Jacob,  a  ftock- 
"  broker,  there  he  (lands,  became  a 
"  bankrupt  next  year,  and  the  picture 
<c  was  bought  for  a  trifle  by  a  collector, 
<c  who  had  the  addrefs  to  difpofe  of  ic 
"  for  an  original  Raphael.  Sir  Kit 
"  Keeping  himfelf  was  within  an  ace  of 
"  buying  it,  but  he  took  the  opinion  of 
«*  a  good  judge,  and  treated  it  with  con- 
«  tempt." — "  You  fcem  to  fpeak  with 
<c  great  certainty,  fir,"  faid  Aubrey."-— 
The  Rranger  fmiled.  Flourifh  having 

obferved 
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>bferved  what  was  pafiing,  fpoke  to  one 
)f  his  men,  who  immediately  went  and 
:ook  the  frame  from  before  the  lady, 
ind  defired  her  to  remove  her  feat, 
while  Flourifh  endeavoured  to  recall  the 
mention  of  the  company,  by  continu- 
ing the  fpeech  he  had  prepared  for  this 
Madonna. 

"  All  the  beft  artifts  in  the  nobleft 
:t  age  of  painting,  ubout  Leo  X's  time, 
"  ufed  this  deeper  and  richer  kind  of 
tf  colouring ;  indeed,  the  glaring  lights 
"  introduced  by  Guido,  went  a  great 
"  way  towards  the  declenfionof  the  art; 
"  as  the  enfeebling  of  the  colours  by 
"  Carlo  Marati  has  fince  almoft  com* 
<{  pleted  the  fall  of  it  in  Italy.  In  this 
"  Madonna  of  Raphael  V. — Flourilhwas 
here  interrupted  by  a  general  laugh.— 
ct  Hufli — (hame  1"  cried  Senfuive,  who 
had  attentively  liftened  to  all  that  the 
ftranger  had  faid  to  Aubrey,  and  whofe 

nerves 
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nerves  were  differing  agony  for  the 
difgrace  of  his  friend**  Madonna.  "  Puc 
««  up  the  picture,  fir,"  faid  he  to  Flourifli, 
who,  the  moment  he  could  be  heard, 
afked  the  favour  of  fome  one  of  the 
company  to  mention  a  fum.  The  huf- 
band  of  the  Madonna,,  in  whom  Aubrey 
now  recognized  the  perfon  who  had  pro- 
pofed  a  private  purchafe  of  it,  ftood  up, 
and  with  a  enmacr,  which  befpoke  his 
certainty  of  poflV fling  the  picture  of  his 
wife  '-~t  his  own  price,  bid  twenty  gui- 
neas. ««  Twenty  guineas!"  faid  Flourifh, 
in  a  tone  of  fmprife.  *'  Three  hundred," 
Cried  Senfinve,  wirh  an  audible  voice. 
The  ftockbroker's  fice  fuddenly  fell, 
his  mouth  opened,  and  his  eye-lids  were 
drawn  up  towards  las  brow.  The  con- 
noificurs  turned  their  eyes  with  aftonifh- 
ment  on  the  bidder,  who  was  not  un- 
known among  them ;  whofc  judgment, 
infpice  of  his  youth, was  highly  tfteemed, 

and 
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ind  whofe  pencil  had  evinced  talents 
lot  inferior  to  that  of  any  amateur. 
Some  of  them  were  even  daggered,  and 
or  nearly  a  minute  watched  the  counte- 
lances  of  Senfitive,  Sir  Kit  Keeping, 
nd  another  acknowledged  judge,  who 
fas  in  the  room.  The  grave  neutra- 
ty  of  the  laft,  and  Sir  Kit's  malicious 
rin,  completely  removed  the  momcnt- 
ry  doubt  raifcd  by  Senfitive's  fpirited 
nd  dec'ulve  tone  :  no  bidder  followed, 
nd  the  ftockbroker's  wife  was  knocked 
own  to  him. 

"  Generous  fellow,"  faid  Aubrey  to 
is  young  friend,  "  I  feel  the  kindnefs 
of  your  attempt  to  give  a  value  to  the 
picture  :  but  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
I  have  been  impofed  upon  in  the  pur-* 
chafe  of  it  j  and  pray  do  not  fuppofe 
that  I  fhall  fuffer  your  gencrofity  to 
be  fo  ill  requited  as  to  let  you  have 
it :  I  confider  it  as  bought  in."— 

«  Why 
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"  Why  fo,"  faid  Senfuive,  "  the  paint- 
<c  ing  is  fine,  whoever  be  the  painter ; 
"  and  that  the  artift  pofTefifes  great  ta- 
<c  lents  is  proved  by  its  having  pafied 
"  with  feveral  connoifTeurs  for  a  Ra- 
"  phael."  "  Sir,"  faid  the  ft  ranger, 
<e  it  would  have  ftill  pafTed,  and  would 
"  have  been  fold  this  day  for  an  original, 
<e  had  it  not  been  for  the  pains  which. 
"  have  been  taken  to  detc<5t  it.  Sir 
"  Kit  Keeping  has  been  buzzing  it  about 
"  the  room,  and  I  know  the  trick  of 
*f  Jacob's  wife  to  be  his  contrivance." — 
"  Are  you  fure  of  that  ?"  cried  Arthur, 
reaching  acrofs  Scnfjuve  and  his  father." 
"  Pcrfeclly  fure,"  replied  the  ftranger ; 
«'  I  know  the  parties  well." — "  In- 
«c  famous  1"  faid  Senfuive  j"  he  deferves 
"  to  be  kicked  out  of  the  room  j  as  for 
"  rr.e,  I  am  fatisfied  with  my  purchafe, 
"  and  fliall  not  give  it  up."  The 
ftranger  fmiled,  and  being  beckoned  by 
7  a  gentle- 
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a  gentleman  at  fome  distance,  left  his 
fear,  while  Flourish  was  preluding  the 
next  picture  with  an  appropriate  piece 
of  eloquence.  "  Sir,"  faid  a  gentleman 
to  Senfitive,  "that's  the  celebrated  Mar- 
"  tineau,  who  fprnds  fo  much  of  his 
"  time  in  Italy,  whence  he  is  juft  re- 
"  turned  ;  he  is  faid  to  be  himfelf  the 
"  painter  of  the  Madonna."  Both  Au- 
brey and  Senfidve  had  heard  of  him,  buc 
neither  had  feen  him. 

The  latter  was  exprefllng  his  pleafure, 
and  declaring  the  new  value  he  fet  upon 
his  purchafe,  when  a  noife  was  heard  at 
the  door,  and  immediately  after  a  fcuffle 
took  place.  In  a  moment  the  company 
were  all  on  their  feet,  and  Aubrey  among 
the  reft,  looking  for  the  caufe  of  the 
difturbance,  faw  Arthur,  who  had  flipped 
away  unpcrceived,  dragging  Sir  Kit 
Keeping  out  by  the  nofe  with  one  hand, 
while  with  the  other  he  kept  off  fome 

of 
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of  the  baronet's  friends,  who  were  at- 
tempting to  difcngage  them,  which  they 
foon  accomplifhed.  The  baronet's 
nofe,  releafed  from  the  preflure  of 
Arthur's  gripe,  felt,  with  the  return  of 
the  blood,  a  titillating  pungency,  which 
fet  him  a  fneezing — ft'Tcha!  'tcha ! 
"  'tcha  !  damn  the  boy's  fingers !  'tcha! 
ce'tcha!  I'll  whip  the  cub  to  death." 
Senfitive,  delighted,  attempted  to  hold 
back  Aubrey,  whoneverthelefs  quickly 
made  his  way  through  the  company, 
and  fcizing  his  fon  by  the  arm,  fternly 
demanded  how  he  dared  to  commit  fuch 
an  outrage.  "  I  could  not  help  it,  fir," 
iaid  Arthur,  "  and  indeed  I  have  done 
"  nothing  but  what  he  deferves." — 
"  I  am  extremely  forry,"  replied  Au- 
brey, "  to  find  you  fo  prompt  in  taking 
"  vengeance  into  your  own  hands,  in 
<*  difcovering  a  difpoficion  to  revenge — 
ct  I  hope  the  company  will  make  fome 

"  allow- 
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'**  allowance  for  your  youth." — "  I'll 
'ct  take  care,"  cried  Sir  Kit,  "  to  carry 
(t  a  rod  for  matter  the  next  time  I  meet 
"  him."  Senfitive  fouled,  and  Arthur 
was  going  to  fpeak,  but  Aubrey  hurried 
him  away.  The  baronet  affe&ed  to. 
treat  him  as  a  boy,  and  fuffered  him  to 
depart  with  his  father. 

Senfitive,  who  had  followed  Aubrey 
to  the  bottom  of  the  room,  returned  to 
his  feat.  Sir  Kit,  who,  not  fufpecling  the 
wrath  of  Arthur,  had  gone  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  room  in  confequcnce  ^of  an 
anonymous  mefiage,  alfo  went  back  to 
his  place,  laughing  at  the  audacity  of  the 
urchin  ;  and  Flourifli  refumed  his  occu- 
pation. The  fale  proceeded  j  the  ori- 
ginals went  off  at  their  full  value ;  but, 
unfortunately,  Aubrey  had  raifed  a  hoft 
of  enemies  by  daring  to  abftract  himfelf 
fuddenly  from  the  brutality  of  Sir  Kit 
Keeping's  obfervations,  the  day  he  had 
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called  to  confult  him  on  the  fale  of  his 
pi&uresj  and  every  piece  not  genuine,  or 
which  was  the  leaft  dubious,  and  there 
were  many  more  than  the  owner  of 
them  thought  of,  had  been  marked. 
Some  of  thefe  were  fold  for  a  trifle, 
ibme  were  not  bid  for  at  all ;  the  whole 
produced  little  more  than  a  fourth  of  what 
was  expected  by  Aubrey,  who  now  prac- 
tically learned  the  fable  of  the  viper  and 
the  file  :  the  refentment  of  the  unfor- 
tunate redounds  upon  themfcl^es. 
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'CHAPTER  XXVII. 

d?  Paternal  Lefture.  Rtfult  tf  the  AuHion* 
Preparations  for  a  "Journey  Into  the  Country, 
A  Paradox.  Charles  Senjitive*  The  Family 
leave  Town. 

THE  emotion  .with  which  Aubrey  had 
checked  his  Ton,  and  hurried  him  from 
the  auction  room,  arofe  lefs  from  difplea- 
fure  on  the  immediate  occafion,  than 
from  an  anxious  apprehenfion  of  the 
fpirit  it  evinced.  Arthur,  whofe  mind 
had  hitherto  difplayed  only  feelings  of 
the  gentleft  nature,  had  lately  fhown  a 
determination  to  appeal  to  violence.  He 
had  a  few  days  before  dunned  his  tutor 
by  a  blow,  and,  with  as  little  confedera- 
tion, had  now  pulled  a  baronet  by  the 
D  2  nofe. 
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nofe.     Aubrey,  however,  who  we  hare 
feen,  was  never  precipitate  himfelf,  could 
•not  but  reflect,  that  both  thefe  actions 
had  been  trie  refult  of  noble  motives » 
and  when  he  thought  of  the  part  he  had 
in  thofe  motives,  love  became  his  pre- 
dominant feeling :  his  hand,  before  they 
got  into  the  ftreet,  had  flipped  from  a 
gripe  of  the  upper  joint  of  Arthur's  arm, 
to  a  gentle  familiar  leaning  on  the  lower 
one.    ic  My  dear  fir,"  faid  Arthur,  "  I 
"  hope   you   are   not    ferioufly  angry, 
"  You  heard,  as  well  as  I,  the  abomina  - 
"  ble  conduct  of  the  conceited  fcoun- 
"  drel."— "Arthur,"  replied  Aubrey,  « I 
€t  am  more  unhappy  than  angry :  for,  as 
ct  your  motives  were  amiable,  though 
«« they  led  to  an  unjuftifiable  effect,  an- 
'«  ger  cannot  rife  in  my  mind.     But  I 
*'  am  indeed,  very  uneafy,  to  difcover 
in  you,  fuch  marks  of  a  hafty  temper, 
and  a  difpofition  to  fuch  violent  acts 
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**  of  refentment,  as  not  only  fhut  up  all 
**  avenues  to  conciliation,  but  lead  direct- 
M  ly  to  the  moft  dreadful  confequences. 
"  From  your  youth,  and  Keeping's  cha- 
"  rafter,  I  think  we  mail  efcape  at  pre- 
«*  fent:  but,  were  you  two  or  three  year* 
u  older,  and  he,  according  to  fafhionablc 
ef  notions,  a  man  of  fpirit,  you  would  be 
w  driven  to  the  alternative  of  righting  a 
"  duel,  or  giving  up  the  opinion  of  the 
"  world.  To  be  indifftrcnt  in  the  lat~ 
"  ter  cafe,  is  incompatible  with  the  feel- 
<f  ings  of  a  young  man  in  your  fituadon 
"  of  life  ;.  and>  on  the  other  hand,  you 
«'  never  would  be  able  to  bear  the  re- 
"  flexion  of  putting  a  man  to  death." 
"  I  hope,"  replied  Arthur,  "  that  I 
"  (hall  never  experience  fuch  a  misfor- 
"  tune.  I  would  fooner  let  a  man  fire 
**  at  me,  than  I  would  fire  at  him." — 
**  Then,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  you  ought  to 
"-be  cautious,  very  cautious,  not  to 
D  3  "  rhrov/ 
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"  throw  yourfelf  into  a  predicament  of 
tl  this  kind." — "  Bur,  how  is  it  pofll- 
*{  ble,"  cried  Arthur,  "  to  hear  or  fee 
"  one  I  love  moft  dearly,  injured  or  in- 
41  fuked  j  to  know  that  a  father,  who  is 
"  all  goodnefs  and  affection,  is  ufed' 
"  unworthily,  without  flying  upon  the 
"  wretch  that  dares  to  treat  him  ill !" 

This  was  a  very  delightful  and  re- 
ductive argument  to  a  father  :  Aubrey 
felt  its  force  ;  .but,  at  the  fame  time,  re- 
fifted  the  reduction.  Preffing  his  boy's 
arm-Avith  a  warmth  that  mowed  the  grati- 
fication of  his  heart,  he  laid  j <f  Amiable 
'*  propenfities  muft  be  made  to  yield  to 
"  fobcr  duty.  Confider  too,  my  dear  Ar- 
"  thur,  that  by  not  fubmitting  indigna- 
<f  tion  to  the  conduct  of  judgment,  you 
t(  muft,  in  all  likelihood,  entail  mifery 
"  on  the  man  whom  you  love.  Refent- 
"  ment  is  natural ;  but  the  brave  and 
"  poliihed  never  evince  it  by  impetuous 
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•c  attacks  or  fcurrilous  words :  they  have 
*c  recourfe  to  calm  looks,  and  dignified 
"language.  The  miftakes  of  fuch men 
"  are  eafily  rectified  :  but  the  effects  of 
"  paflion  are  rarely  counteracted,  till  a 
"  crime  is  committed.  If  you  mean  to 
*c  punifh  every  fcoundrel  you  meet,  you 
"  mud  prepare  yourfelf  for  the  character 
"  of  a  duellift  j  a  character,  which,  it  is 
"  evident,  from  your  fhuddering  at  the 
"  bare  idea  of  depriving  another  of  life, 
<f  you  are  not  calculated  to  fuftain."— 
Cf  I  hope  I  never  (hall,"  faid  Arthur, 
"  for  nothing  can  be  more  odious  than  a 
"  duellift ;  I  mean,  a  captious  man, 
"  ever  ready  to  appeal  to  a  piftol  for  the 
"  dccifion  of  differences  ;  but  when  one 
"  is  ill-created  without  a  caufe,  and  with- 
«c  out  any  reafon  for  fubmiffion  to  ill- 
"  treatment,  muft  one  put  up  with 
"  it  ?" — No,'*  replied  Aubrey,  "  bun 
*'  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  refentmenr, 
04  "  and 
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"and  attention  to  the  confequences  of 
"  thofe  means,  will  always   diftinguifh 
"  the  man  of  fenfe  from  the  proud,  im- 
"  petuous  man,   who  conceives   he  is 
*'  not  born  to  bear  any  mortification,, 
**  and  abruptly  flies  to  grofs  and  com- 
"  mon  means  of  wreaking   his  pafllon 
"  on  the  offender.     I  am  now  fpeak- 
"  ing   of    men   of   the    world  ;    men, 
"  who  confider    themfelves  fubject  to 
"  the  law  of  honour  ;    among  whonv 
"  there    are     degrees    of    diftin&ion,. 
tc  from  him  who  blufters  on  the  flighteft 
"  oppofition,  to  him  who,  too  wife  to  be 
"  a  challenger,  pays  his  tribute  to  famion- 
u  able  opinion  by  obeying  a  fummons ; 
4<  and  who>  expofmg  his  life  to  the  lefs 
<c  fcrupulous  dealer  of  death,    fires  his 
tc  piftol  in  the  air.     But  I  hope,  my  dear 
"  Arthur,  you  will  foon  be  convinced,  if 
"  you  are  not  already,  that  however  im- 
"  perious  this  law  of  honour  is  over  men 
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"of  the  world,  it  is  not  only  incon- 
tc  fiftent  with  the  divine  law,  but  is  in 
"  itfelf  neither  rational  nor  amiable  :  yet, 
tc  as  I  do  not  wifh  you  to  defy  the  world, 
"  I  would  have  you  to  be  fo  guarded  in 
"  your  conduct)  as  not  to  incur  the  alter-- 
"  native.  This  happy  courfe  is  fuccefT- 
"  fully  purfued  by  the  generality  of  men 
*'  of  honour :  for,  how  many  thoufands 
"are  there  of  the  niceft  feelings  wfio 
"  have  never  challenged,  or  been  chal- 
*'  lenged  ?  Though  we  hear  frequently 
"  of  duels,  the  number  is  nothing,  conv 
"  pared  with  the  mafs  of  men  of  honour, 
'*  who  pafs  their  life  without  fimilar 
"  encounters-j  and  of  thofe  that  happen,^ 
"  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty,  the  comba- 
"  tants  are  not  of  the  moft  refpeclable 
"  claffes  who  acknowledge  the  law  of 
*f  honour  as  paramount  to  all  others.  In 
<e  the  army,  where  every  man  mifft  be 
""brave,  and  where  jealoufy  of  honour  is 
s>  S  "  carried 
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"  carried  to  the  higheft  pitch,  we  feldomr 
"  hear,  that  thofe  who  are  greatly  diftin* 
<c  guifhed  for  talents  and  courage,  have 
"  had  the  misfortune  of  deciding  private 
"  quarrels  in  a  duel.  What  is  the  rea- 
"  fon  of  this  ?  A  knowledge  of  the 
"  world  j  a  knowledge  of  the  pafiions  of 
"other  men,  and  a  command  of  their 
"  own.  It  is  the  refult  of  patience  and 
"  of  prudence  early  learned,  combined: 
"  with  good  temper,  which,  to  the  ho- 
«  nour  of  human  nature  I  fay  it,  is  more 
"  general  than  bad  temper.  But  not  to 
"  go  from  yourfelf :  your  temper,  my 
"  dear  Arthur,  is  certainly  good  j  and 
«f  till  our  misfortunes,  I  have  thought 
"  you  fufficiently  gentle  j  but,  if  your 
"  impatience  increafe  with  every  trial, 
"  you  will  foon  be  a  very  different 
«  character  from  what  I  have  hitherto 
"  hoped.  Sir  Kit  Keeping  has,  I  allow,. 
«  behaved  very  ill ;  but,  if  you  were 
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"  determined  to  difgrace  him,  I  think, 
"  you  might  have  done  it  better  by  ex- 
<f  pofing  his  conduct.  All  who  heard 
*'  the  circumftances,  would  have  partt- 
tc  cipated  your  indignation  :  and  what 
<f  can  be  more  fatisfactory  than  to  know, 
"  that  the  worthy  partake  in  our  refent- 
ct  ments  ?  Whereas,  before  any  body  is 
*'•  prepared  to  efpoufe  your  feeling?,  all 
cc  arc  roufed  agamfl  you,  by  confidering 
fr(  your  adlion  as  the  violent  effeft  of  a 
tc  pafllonate  temper,  which  is  always  of- 
«'  fenfive,  but  particularly  in.  youth." 
"  My  dear  Sir,"  faid  Arthur,  with  a  tear 
darting  to  his  eye,  "  I  feel  I  have  done 
"  wrong — I  afk  your  pardon.'*  This 
conviction  of  Arthur's  mind  delighted 
Aubrey's  heart.  The  fpirit  of  his  boy 
could  not  but  be  pleafing  to  him ;  yet, 
that  pleafure  was  alloyed  by  the  dread 
of  its  taking  a  wrong  turn  :  and  he  en- 
deavoured to  inculcate  thofe  principles 
06  by 


by  which  it  might  be  reft  rained,  and  kept' 
in  its  proper  channel.  He  compared 
the  fubmiffion  of  Thcmiftocles,  in  the  fa- 
mous fpeech  to  the  officer  who  raifed 
his  cane  over  his  head — <f  Strike,  but 
"  hear" — to  the — t:  you  know  where  I 
"  am  to  be  found" — of  modern  honour; 
and  brought  to  his  mind  the  dignified 
moderation  of  Philip,  who,  when  told  ac 
his  own  court  by  an  Athenian  ambaffa- 
dor,  that  the  greateft  fervice  he  could 
render  the  Athenians,  would  be  to  hang 
himfelf,  calmly  faid :  **  Go,  tell  your 
"  fuperiors,  that  thofe  who  dare  make 
"  life  of  fuch  infolent  language,  are  more 
"  haughty  and  lefs  peaceably  inclined, 
**  than  thofc  who  can  forgive  them." 

This  paternal  lecture  was  given  in  the 
ftrcets,  as  Aubrey,  leaning  on  his  fon, 
conducted  him  homeward  to  Albemarle- 
(freet.  The  trick  of  Jacob  to  procure  his 
wife  at  a  low  price,  and  Sir  Kit's  freezing, 
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created  at  fir  ft  fomeamtifementand  laugh- 
ter in  the  nurfery,  where  Aubrey  and  Ar- 
thur found  Mrs.  Aubrey,  the  girls,  Ar- 
thur-William, and  Mrs.  Miller.  But 
Arthur  ferioufly  repeated  his  forrow  for 
the  folly  he  had  been  guilty  of,  which  led: 
to  a  confideration  of  the  injury  likely  to  ac- 
crue from  the  malice  of  Sir  Chriftopher. 
As  Aubrey's  judgment  had  been  deceir- 
ed  in  one  inftance,  and  that  rendered  fo 
public,  it  was  natural  to  fear,  that  gene- 
ral doubts  might  be  fpread,  and  the  fale 
confiderably  injured.  Not  that  Aubrey,, 
or  any  of  his  family,  could  have  a  wilh 
to  impofe  a  fingle  painting  on  a  pur- 
chafer,  for  what  it  was  not  \  but  mould 
he  himfelf  have  been  generally  impofed 
upon,  and  his  pictures  fail  him,  his  hopes 
would  vanifli,  his  plans  be  fruftrated,  and 
inftead  of  a  fund  to  fupport  a  decent  ap- 
pearance at  Mariton  till  he  became  the 
Re&or,  he  might  not  receive  enough  to 

pay 
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pay  his  debts  in  town,  and  carry  him  to 
his  curacy. 

Mortified  by  the  events  of  the  morn- 
ing, he  felt  no  dcfire  to  return  to  the 
auflion,  and  leaving  the  whole  bufinefs 
to  the  ability  and  management  of  Mr- 
Flourifh,  whom  he  had  defired  to  dif- 
pofe  of  all  the  paintings  without  refervey 
he   paflcd  the  reft  of  the  day  in  con- 
verfing  with  his  family,  and  in  adjufting 
his  accounts  for  payment.     Having  ex- 
amined all  che  bills,  he  found  the  amount 
of  their  totals  to   be   twelve    hundred 
pounds  and  a  little  more.     This  was  ex- 
clufive  of  his  fervants*  wages  for  the  laft 
quarter,  and  of  rent  for  the  whole  year,. 
which,  together  with  an  allowance  for 
articles  not  dated  in  his  computation,  he 
cftimated  at  a  fum,  that  would  make, 
with  the  bills,  fifteen  hundred   pounds. 
In  fpite  of  the  general  equality  of  Au- 
brey's fpirits,  he  remained  in  a  very  an- 
xious 


AUBREY,  % 

xious  ftate  of  fufpence,  from  the  moment 
he  concluded  this  eftimate,  till  he  re- 
ceived the  auctioneer's  ftatement  of  the 
product  of  his  falc.  The  removal  of  his 
fufpence  encreafed  his  anxiety  ;  for  hav- 
ing yielded  himfelf  to  the  dominion  of 
hope  on  this  occafion,  far  more  fully  than? 
he  had  ever  done  on  any  former  one,  his 
deprefiion  was  proportionally  deeper, 
when  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
extent  of  his  finances,  as  fhown  at  the 
bottom  of  Flourish's  account  j  where, 
inftead  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  he 
read  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty. 
From  thisfum  his  alarmed  imagination  in- 
ftantly  fubftraded  fifteen  hundred,  which 
kft  but  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  he  at  the  fame  moment  re- 
collected with  horror,  that  in  his  deduc- 
tions, he  had  included  neither  the  check 
which  had  gone  off  with  Elton,  nor  the 
fum  at  which  the  fpurious  Madonna  had 

been 
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been  knocked  down,,  which  together, 
kft  him  fix  hundred  pounds  in  debt  to 
Senfitive. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  was  at  firft  equally  dif-- 
appointed  and  unhappy,  but  the  inutility 
of  repining,  and  the  fear  of  injuring  the 
fpirits  of  their  beloved  children,  aidcd; 
the  natural  tendency  of  their  minds  to 
refignation  in  Icficning  the  force  of  this 
blow.  After  experiencing  a  while  the 
vexation  which  refulted  from  their  dif* 
appointment,,  they  began  to  confider  the 
fair  fide  of  their  lot ;  they  had  ftill  a  fund 
in  hand,  which  though  fmall,  would  en- 
able them  to  make  their  family  comfort- 
able at  Mariton,  and  it  could  not  be 
very  long  before  their  income  would  be 
increafed  by  the  friendship  of  Lord- 
Aynsford.  In  the  mean  time  they  de- 
termined, as  foon  as  they  got  to  the 
Rectory,  to  lay  down  a  fyft<?m  of  do* 
meftic  economy,  to  which  they  would 
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Hgoroufly  adhere.  The  hopes  that  fol- 
lowed thefc  reflections  and  refolutions, 
not  only  reftored  the  complacency  of 
Aubrey's  mind,  and  that  of  his  ami- 
able Emily,  but  impartedoinufual  fpirits. 
They  repeated  their  unaltered  af- 
fection for  each  other,  faid  and  felt 
that  it  had  experienced  no  diminution 
from  that  ardent  love  with  which  they, 
had  been  matually  infpired  in  the  Cam- 
bridgefbire  cottage,  gaily  rejoined  their 
children,,  and,  inftcad  of  bewailing  the 
effects  of  Sir  Kit's  villany,  found  fubjects 
of  merriment  in  the  baronet's  follies,  in: 
the  impofition  of  Jacob's  wife  on  the 
many  connoiiTeurs  who  had  admired  the 
Madonna,  and  in  the  ridiculous,  un- 
fuccefsful  trick  of  the  ftockbroker  to 
purchafe  his  wife's  picture  for  a  trifle. 

The  fpring  was  now  advancing  j  for 
fome  time  the  young  people  had  been, 
(ceding  their  imagination  with,  the  plea- 
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fures  of  the  country,  and  in  every  cafuaf 
glimpfe  of  verdure  caught  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  metropolis,  anticipated 
the  enjoyment  of  the  rural  fcenery  around 
Mariton.  I  mpatient  for  their  flight,  they 
had  not  only  exhorted  Mrs.  Miller  to 
diligence  in  packing  up,  but  bufily  afiift- 
ed  her,  and  every  thing  was  ready  for 
departure  before  the  fale  of  the  pictures 
took  place. 

Difgufted  with  town,  from  the  inci- 
dents which  had  lately  occurred,  and 
fharing  the  pleafing  anticipations  of  his 
family,  Aubrey  had  nothing  to  detain 
him  ;  he  therefore  gave  orders  to  Csefar 
to  fee  all  the  packages,  which  were 
directed  to  be  left  at  Loughborough, 
fafely  delivered  at  the  warehoufe  of  the 
Leicefter  waggon  immediately,  and  to 
take  care  that  the  travelling  coach  was 
in  perfect  order  for  the  journey.  He 
now  waited  only  to  receive  the  fum  his 
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>aintings  had  produced,  which  was  coU 
edted  without  delay.  Having  placed  it  ia 
he  hands  of  a  banker,  his  firft  care  was  to 
lifcharge  his  debts.  This  was  foondone 
mong  thofe  who  confidercd  the  pay- 
nent  of  money  as  the  criterion  of  jn- 
egrity,  but  not  fo  eafily  accomplimed 
vith  one  who  imagined  that  the  lure  and 
afting  pofieflTion  of  wealth  confided  only 
n  that  which  is  given  away  ;  a  pofition 
vhich,  however  paradoxical  and  filly  in 
he  opinion  of  ibme  modern  wife  men,  has 
iefcended  to  us  through  many  centuries  as 
he  maxim  of  an  ancient  fage*.  Charles 
jenfitive,  a  youth  of  fortune,  born  in  the 
eign  of  George  III.  early  an  orphan, 
nd  liberally  educated,  had  received  from 
iature  a  fet  of  nerves  formed  to  imprefs 
he  truth  of  the  fjge's  paradox  on  his 
nind,  and  the  money  he  had  parted  with 

*  Qtias  dederis*  Colas  Temper  habebis  ope?- 
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on  benevolent  occafions  always  gave  him 
more  enjoyment  than  the  reflection  of 
the  fortune  he  inherited.  An  only  child, 
unincumbercd  with  debts  and  portions, 
unexpenfivc  in  his  habits,  and  having 
much  more  than  he  wanted,  he  could, 
perceive  no  wifdom  in  curbing  an  emo- 
tion fo  delightful  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  in* 
diligence  of  which  he  forefaw  no  ill  con- 
fequence  j  for  though  his  hand  was  open 
as  his  heart,  he  was  aware  that  it  would 
be  imprudent  and  foolifh  to  diminifh  his 
means,  and  the  danger  to  which  he  was 
expofed  did  not  proceed  from  indifcri- 
minate  or  thoughtlefs  generofity,  fo- 
much  as  from  an  unfufpicious  difpofi* 
lion,  which  led  him  to  repofe  full  con- 
fidence in  whomever  he  thought  worthy 
to  be  called  his  friend..  The  fecuritics 
into  which  he  had  entered,  hinted  at  Ijy 
Mr.  Cowper,.  had  never  molefted  hi^- 
thoughts,  for  he  did  not  conceive  they 

would 
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implicate  him;  and  the  Turns  he 
id  difpofed  o£  without  a  defire  of  re- 
rn,  were  fo  much  amaffed,  in  the  fenfc 
'  the  maxim,  the  fpirit  of  which  was 
•ngenial  to  his  foul. 

When  Aubrey  called  upon  him  to 
ke  leave,  and  to  return  the  money  for 
e  check,  and  that  paid  to  Flourifh  for 
e  purchafc  of  the  Madonna,  Scnfitive, 
•  from  viewing  it  as  a  criterion  of  up- 
jhtnefs,  faw  with  pain  that  his  friend 
me  to  deprive  him  of  part  of  his  trea- 
re.  He  debated  the  point  a  confider- 
>le  time,  and  at  length  Aubrey  was 
>liged  to  compromife  the  matter,  by 
ffering  him  to  retain  Jacob's  wife, 
bich  he  perfifted  in  valuing  highly  as 
e  production  of  a  genius,  though  not 
'Raphael,  provided  he  would  receive 
e  three  hundred  pounds  he  had  lent, 
e  lofs  of  which,  he  was  driving  to  add 
his  (lore,  by  arguing,  rather  jefuiti- 

cally* 
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cally,  that  Aubrey  had  not  touched  a 
Shilling  of  it,  ergo,  it  would  be  a  great 
hardfhip  to  pay  three  hundred  pounds  for 
nothing,  and  it  was  no  time  for  him  to 
be  fo  nice.  The  bufmefs  being  thus 
fettled,  though  Aubrey  was  fecretly  de- 
termined always  to  confider  himfelf  in 
debt  to  his  friend,  the  amount  he  had 
paid  for  the  painting,  they  took  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  each  other,  and  the  be- 
nevolent Senfitive  promised  to  vifit 
Mariton  in  the  autumn. 

Prepared  for  their  journey,  the  Au- 
breys, who  had  by  no  means  yet  divert- 
ed themfelves  of  the  habits  of  fafhion- 
able  life,  debated  the  important  queftiou 
of  taking  leave  of  their  acquaintances  in 
due  form  j  and  it  was  refolved,  in  fpite 
of  the  caufes  of  difguft  which  had  oc- 
curred, to  go  through  the  ufual  ceremo- 
ny. Accordingly,  a  few  days  were  loft 
in  rapid  vifits  to  thofe  families,  whom 
2  they 
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they  confidercd  as  the  moft  friendly; 
and,  in  delivering  cards,  four  prcndre 
conge,  at  houfes  which  they  had  no  de- 
fite  of  ever  entering  more. 

The  day  fixed  for  their  departure  ar- 
rived :  the  fervants  had  previoufly  re- 
ceived their  wages,  with  the  advance  of 
a  month,  but  waited  to  fee  the  family 
off;  for  though  they  had  lived  with  them 
only  a  fhort  time,  they  had  feen  enough 
to  refpecl  and  to  love.  The  old  travel- 
ling coach  with  four  horfes  drew  up  to 
the  door,  followed  by  a  poft-chaife  and 
pair.  The  imperials  being  fattened  on 
the  roof  of  the  coach,  and  the  luggage 
tied  on,  the  key  of  the  houie  was  deliver- 
ed to  the  landlord  who  had  received  his 
rent,  and  had  attended  at  Aubrey's  de- 
fire,  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  pre miles. 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  Arthur,  Emily,  Arthur- 
ina,  and  Arthur-William,  with  Mrs. 
Miller,  went  into  the  coach  \  and  Au- 
brey, 
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brey,  with  Casfar,  took  pofieflion  of  the 
poft-chaife.  The  tears  and  blefiings  of 
the  domeftics  attended  thtir  departure, 
as  they  drove  from  the  door,  bidding  -a 
•long  adieu  to  London. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

Uoomy  ProfpeftS'      The   Reftor  of  Mariton. 
His  Manner  of  receiving  Aubrey. 

J  OY  and  grief  decide  characters.  What 
gives  its  zed  to  profperity,  what  embit- 
ters adverfity  marks   the  mafter-pafilon 
of  the  heart,  the  object  of  which  forms 
the  grand  intereft  of  exiftence,  the  God 
of  this  life — the  vortex,  the  centre,  the 
comparative  point  from    which  we  fct 
out,  on  which  we  fix,  to  which  we  irre- 
fiftibly  return — that  for  the  lofs  of  which 
we  are  inconfolable  j  that  which  we  ref- 
cue  from  the  gripe  of  danger  with  equal 
anxiety  and  boldnefs."    It  is  evident,  that 
the  two  prevailing  paffions  which  fome- 
times  combine  to  rule  the  fame  heart, 
VOL.  in.  E  and 
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and  fometimes   divide   their   dominion 
over  men  at  the  period  of  life  which  Au- 
brey had  attained,  bore  no  fway,   either 
united  or  fcparate,over  his  mind.  Neither 
power,  nor  wealth,  was  the  object  of  his 
idolatry ;  and  he  had  never  had  occafion, 
till  very  lately,  to  confider  them  as  means 
for  heightening  or  Teeming  that  which 
gave  to  his  life  its  chief  energy  and  value. 
He  had  fhared  the  common  enjoyments 
of  falhionable  fociety,  without  feeling 
them  of  much  importance  :   but  his  foul 
was  wrapt   up  in  family-affection ;   his 
•wife,  and  his  children,  were  his  idols.  On 
his   profperity,   they,   had   beftowed  all 
the   relifa  it   pofieficd ;    they  had  ren- 
dered him  indifferent  to  every  other  : 
even  the  Being  to  whom  in   his  youth, 
he  had,  perhaps  inconfidcrately,  dedicat- 
ed his  fcrvice,  though   reverenced  and 
periodically  worfliipped,    had  compara- 
tively excited  lukewarm  emotions,  fuch 

as 
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as  differed  him  without  pain  to  neglect 
his  profefiional  duties,  to  permit  merry 
blafphemies  to  pafs  unchecked,  and  to 
confine  the  diffufion  of  religious  hope  to 
his  own  family.  The  joy  they  had  given 
to  his  profperity,  was  now  damped  by 
the  change  of  his  fortune,  and  the  fears 
which  afTailed  his  imagination.  Though 
he  had  no  define  for  wealth,  though  he, 
and  every  one  of  his  family,  could  re- 
linquifh  luxury  without  a  figh,  he  could 
not  fo  eufily  reflect  on  the  lofs  of  refpect 
and  confideration,  which  he  faw  was 
likely  to  attend  the  lofs  of  fortune.  He 
had  already  experienced  fome  degree  of 
it,  and  fancy  was  bufy  in  prefenting  him. 
new  mortifications  at  Mariton,  in  which 
the  beloved  objects  of  his  heart,  would 
probably  be  perfonally  included.  While 
he  was  under  the  impreffion  of  thele 
thoughts,  his  grief  would  rife  to  a  degree 
of  emotion  he  had  never  felt  before ;  and 
E  2  notwith- 
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notwithftanding   his  natural  equality  of 
temper,    they   had   frequently   recurred 
during  the  two  laft  days  in  town.     lie 
determined,    however,    to  veil  his  feel- 
ings, and  had  fuccetded  tolerably  well  ; 
yet,  he  feared  his  dejection  would  (how 
ilfelf  in  fpice  of  his  efforts,    on  a  long 
journey  in  the  fame  carriage;  and  he  had, 
therefore,   put  Arthur  into  the   coach, 
and   taken  his   feat   befide    his   faithful 
Oefar.   His  reftraint  was  thus  removed, 
and  he  yielded  himfelf  to  the  anxiety  of 
his  mind,  and  to  anticipations  of  pof- 
fible  indignities.      Among  other  thing?, 
his  imagination  dwelt  on  the  mortifying 
degradation   of  his  firft  interview  uith 
his  employer,    in   which  he  figured   to 
himfelf  the  practical   lefibns  he   mould 
receive    on    the    difference    between    a 
rector  and  a  curate. 

Thefe  painful  emotions  were  fome- 
times  broken  and  relieved  by  reflexions 

on 
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on  the  treafure  he  poffcfled  in  fuch  a  wife 
as  his  Emily,  in  fuch  children  as  were 
growing  up  into  men  and  women  around 
him.  Young  as  they  were,  he  afifured 
himfelf,  that  he  could  rely  on  the  drength 
of  their  minds  for  happinefs,  indepen- 
dent of  the  opinion  of  the  whole  world, 
if  that  opinion  were  the  bate  offspring  of 
caprice  and  prejudice.  "  They  are 
"  healthy  and  pure,  Casfar,"  cried  he 
abruptly,  after  being  long  abforbed  in 
thought—**  they  have  excellent  facul- 
"  ties,  their  minds  are  improved,  their 
<c  fouls  are  replete  with  love  and  virtue, 
"  My  Emily  and  I,  can  complete  their 
"education — Oh,  excellent  mother  ! 
"  Oh,  endearing  wife  ! — Then,  there  is 
"Miller,  and  you,  my  faithful  Casfar: 
"  what  have  I  to  fear  ?' we  are  a  world 
"  ourfelves:  we  will  defy  the  greater  one> 
"  and  be  hippyin  fpiteofitsfrowni."  As 
Aubrey  fpoke,  the  emotion  which  had 
forced  its  way  in  words,  had  alfo  impel- 
£  3  led 
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led  his  hand  to  feize  and  prefs  the  arm 
of  Csefar.  The  preflure  was  felt  at  the 
worthy  fellow's  heart,  and  tears  darted 
to  his 'eyes.  "Matter!"  faid  he,  «  I 
"  very  forry  to  fee  you  unhappy,  it 
<f  no  for  me  to  advife  you ;  but,  re- 
<c  member  what  you  have  fo  often  faid 
"  yourfelf."—"  What's  thatCzfar  ?"— 
"  You  no  tell  mafb'  Arthur  and  Mifs 
**  Emily,  that  fancy  make  more  unhap- 
"  pinefs,  than  real  misfortune  ?"— 
"  Very  true,  Csfar ;  and  we  do,  indeed, 
<c  fuffer  ourfelves  unworthily  to  be  made 
<c  the  fport  of  fancy  j  but  I  never  had 
<c  caufe  before,  to  admit  the  fears  that 
ts  have  lately  tormented  me." — "  What, 
"  you  fear,  my  Mafia  ?"— "  The  confe- 
ct  quences  of  poverty,  my  good  Cse- 
«'  far."—"  Eh  !  Mafia !  how  you  can 
"  talk  fo  ?  You  have  'nough  to  live 
"  upon  yet,  and  well  too,  wid  care. 
"  Mafia,  I  will  look  to  every  ting  very 

"  carefully— 
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"  carefully — 1  will  fee  dat  noting  (hall 
"  wafte/' — "  I  know  you  will,  Casfar," 
faid  Aubrey,  again  prefling  the  poor  fel- 
low's arm ;  "  but  the  dread  of  want  is 
"  not  the  thought  that  pains  me.  I 
"  hope,  we  (hall  never  feel  thatj  but, 
t{  there  are  other  confequences  of  po- 
"verty;  neglect,  derifion  :  nor  would 
"  thefe  affe<5l  me  ;  but,  as  they  will  in- 
<f  volvc  thofe  who  are  dearer  to  me  than 
"  myfelf — your  mlftrefs,,  my  children." 
«'  —Every  body  will  love  them,"  cried 
Csefar,  warmly — <c  everybody  will  love 
"  them— they  never  proud  themfelves, 
<c  nobody  is  going  to  be  proud  to  them  ; 
w  and,  if  fome  mould  be  fo  foolifh,  my 
<c  miftrefs,  will  make  them  keep  their 
«  diftance."— "  Yes,  C^efar,"  faid  Au- 
brey, "  we  are  right;  and  that  was  pre- 
*f  cifely  the  thought  that  roufed  me  from 
Ci  my  reverie.  We  have  real  happinefs 
"  within  ourfelves,  and  we  (hall  be  the 
£4  "  more 
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"  more  fure  of  preferring  it,  by  exclud- 
"  ing  nil  who  are  likely  to  contaminate  it." 
As  he  fpoke  the  words,  the  chaife  drove 
into  the  town  of  Leicefter,  and  Aubrey 
foon  alighted  at  the  principal  inn. 

The  family  had  pafled  a  night  at  Bed- 
ford, and  when  they  proceeded  the  next 
day,  Aubrey,  taking  the  lead  in  the  pofU 
chaife,  pufhed  on  to  befpeak  apart- 
ments. Thefe  being  fecured,  he  enquir- 
ed of  the  landlord  for  Dr.  Searle.  "  I 
«'  faw  him  this  morning,  Sir,"  (aid  the 
landlord — fc  he  regularly  rides  out  every 
44  day  in  his  poft- chaife  with  his  niece  : 
"  he  is  juft  the  fame  as  he  has  been  for 
"  years  pad,  neither  better  nor  worf-~ 
"  we  have  a  fine  air  here,  Sir,  and  Mr. 
"  Polfon,  the  apothecary,  fays,  the  Doc- 
"  tor's  plain  puddings  and  punctual  ex- 
"  erciff,  will  certainly  prolong  his  life 
"  through  another  generation.  Yes,  Sir, 
"  he  goes  down  hill  very  gently,  and 

"  the 
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"  the  flower  the  fteeper  the  pitch." 
Aubrey  never  heard  an  allufion  to  the 
decline  of  the  Rector  of  Mariton's  lifr, 
without  an  aukward  ienfation;  for  though 
he  knew  his  heart  incapable  of  an  im- 
moral wifh,  he  could  not  but  feel,  that 
the  temporal  intereft  of  his  family  was 
connected  with  the  eternal  preferment  of 
the  incumbent  j  and  he  often  ejaculated, 
"  God  forgive  me  !"  without  the  guilt, 
for  the  pardon  of  which  he  prayed. 
"  Does  he  ever  go  to  Mariton  ?"  faid 
Aubrey. — "  Never,  Sir,'*  replied  the 
landlord,  <f  he  would  not.  recover  the 
"journey.  He  is  as  regular  as  clock- 
"  work  in  every  thing:  in  the  diftance 
"he  rides,  in  the  quantity  he  eats,  in 
"  the  time  he  fleeps.  It  is  what  keeps 
"  him  alive,  Sir."—"  What,"  afked 
Aubrey,  "  is  the  dirtance  to  Mariton  ?" 
"  Fifteen  miles,  Sir ;  it  is  a  little  beyond 
"  Loughborough,  to  the  left  of  the  turn- 
E  5  "  pike 
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"  pike-road.  It  is  one  of  the  pleafant- 
<c  eft  villages  in  England,  and  there  is  a 
"  great  number  of  genteel  families  in, 
"  and  near  it."  After  a  few  more  inqui- 
ries, Aubrey  difmiffed  the  landlord,  by 
defiring  him  to  tell  Caefar,  to  bring  in 
his  writing-defk.  Though  Mariton  was 
but  one  ftage  farther,  it  was  his  intention 
to  remain  at  Leicefter,  till  the  parfonage 
was  ready  for  his  family  j  and,  however 
unpalatable,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him 
to  pay  his  refpects  to  the  Retfor,  before 
he  proceeded.  He  accordingly  wrote 
a  note  to  Dr.  Searle,  informing  him 
of  his  arrival,  and  requefting  to  know, 
when  it  would  be  convenient  tor  him  to 
receive  a  vint. 

While  his  meflenger  was  gone  with 
the  letter,  the  coach  arrived,  and  Au- 
brey, furrounded  by  his  family,  felt  his 
fpirits  influenced  by  the  fmiles  and  gaiety 
which  never  faile  d  to  attend  them 

They 
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They  declared  their  joy  at  quitting  Lon- 
don, talked  of  the  pleafure  they  had  ex- 
perienced in  the  courfe  of  their  journey, 
and  wifhed  dinner  was  ready,  for  coun- 
try air  and  travelling,  had  made  them  as 
keen  as  hawks.  As  they  were  going  to 
fit  down  to  table,  the  meflenger  return- 
ed with  an  anfwer  from  Dr.  Searle,  who 
cxprefTcd  his  fatisfaction  at  Aubrey's  ar- 
rival, and  requefted  the  favour  of  his 
company  that  evening,  hoping  alfo,  that 
he  would  (lay  to  fupper.  This  note, 
which  was  written  in  a  ftyle  very  differ- 
ent from  what  Aubrey  expected,  was 
highly  agreeable  to  the  whole  group, 
and  gave  an  additional  relifh  to  their 
repatt. 

Dr.  Searle  had  led  a  life  which  the 
world  had  fuffered  to  pafs  without  re- 
proach, and  which  he  could  himfelf 
contemplate  with  fatisfaction.  His  in- 
dependence, his  charity,  the  gendenefs 
E  6  of 
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of  his  manners,  and   his  neutrality  in 
politics,  or  rather  his  fincerity,  which 
exalted  him  above  party,  and  convinced 
men  of  different  opinions,  that  he  was 
folely  influenced  by  truth  and  general 
good,  had  conciliated  the  good-will  of 
all;    and    the  confcioufnefs  of    having 
performed  his  duties  to  the  bed  of  his 
ability,  of  having  befriended  the  poor, 
and  of  having  fet  an  example    to   the 
rich,  left  him   at  peace  with    his   own 
mind.    The  early  maftery  of  his  pafiions, 
and  his  temperance  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  good  things  of  this  world,  had  pre- 
lerved  him  from  bodily  (offerings ;  and 
his  approach  to  the  termination  of  his 
life  was  the  gentle  progrefs  of  unthwarted 
nature.    His  faculties  were  in  their  wane, 
his  frame  was  enfeebled,   but  the  grave 
had  no  terrors  for  him,  and  he  was  de- 
fcending  to  it  with  eafe  and  chearfulnefs. 
It  was  not  till  his  voice  became  inaudi- 
ble, 
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ble,  and  his  attention  wavering,  that  he 
entirely  refigned  his  pulpit ;  and  taking 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  gave  up  his 
remaining  years  to  repofe  of  body  and  of 
mind.  His  underftanding,  which  had 
been  endowed  with  excellent  powers, 
ftill  poflcfied  a  great  degree  of  its  elafti- 
city,  and  his  converfation,  though  un- 
equal, retained  a  fufficient  charm  to 
attract  both  old  and  young,  fo  that  he 
continued  to  have  what  company  he 
chofe,  and  whenever  he  pleated.  At  the 
time  he  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Cowper  by  means  of  his  nephew,  as  we 
have  feen,  he  was  turned  of  fixtyj  but 
the  vigour  of  his  conftitution  was  unim- 
paired, he  was  active  in  the  exercife  of 
his  faculties,  his  preaching  and  his  prac- 
tice were  confident,  and  while  thefe  en- 
deared him  to  the  poor,  his  fortune  and 
bis  manners  enfured  him  welcome  among 
;he  rich.  Cowper,  when  he  received 

his 
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his  pupils  from  him,  was  impreffed  with 
a  high  refpect  for  him,  and  had  in  his 
turn  created  an  efteem  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  warn)  reciprocal  attachment. 
He  had  occafionally  vifited  the  old  gen- 
tleman with  his  wards,  a  cuftom  which 
he  afterwards  kept  up  when  the  young 
men  had  left  him.  Dr.  Searle  had 
been  at  the  univerfity  with  Aubrey's 
father,  and  during  Cowper's  laft  vifit  a 
converfation  refpecting  the  fatal  will 
took  place,  which  led  to  the  renewal  of 
the  friendmip  between  Aubrey  and  Cow- 
per,  as  has  been  already  related.  The 
latter  had  obtained  the  difpofal  of  the 
vacant  curacy  folely  with  the  view  of 
folacing  misfortune,  but  was  doubly  gra~ 
tified  when  he  found  his  old  fcllow- 
ftudent  and  his  family  pofleffing  claims 
to  efteem  dill  higher  than  to  commifera- 
tion,  and  he  had  confequently  written  a 
letter  to  the  Redtor  of  Mariton,  beftow- 

ing 
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g  freely  praifes  which  he  thought  they 
icrited,  and  which  were  not  the  lefs 
arm  that  the  congeniality  he  found  in 
is  friend's  circle  had  drawn  forth  from 
im  at  large  the  ftory  of  his  own  rnis- 
irtunes,  and  the  fecret  feelings  of  his 
:arr. 

Cowper's  panegyric  on  his  friends 
as  very  pleafing  to  the  old  Doctor, 
id  prepared  him  to  receive  A-' 
rey  with  kindnefs  and  refpecl:.  On 
is  being  announced  the  Doftcr  rofe 
om  his  eafy  chair,  advanced  with  an 
igaging  fmile,  and  took  him  into  his 
•ms.  Aubrey  was  a. little  furprifed  at 
e  warmth  of  this  reception,  but  his 
rprife  foon  changed  to  admiration, 
fpeft,  and  love.  "  I  am  heartily  glad 

you  are  come,  my  fon,"  faid  the 
o£lor;  ft  I  have  been  longing  to  fee 
you  for  this  week  pad :  ever  fince  I 

received  our  friend  Cowper's  letter 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  been  wifliing  for  your  arrival. 
cc  I  am  an  old  man,  as  you  fee,  in  the 
"  vale  of  years  •,  but  I  have  a  warm 
"  heart  ftill  for  thufe  who  are  worthy  of 
(  it,  and  when  Cowper  undertakes  to 
"  make  friendmips  between  men,  the 
"  ufual  ceremonies  and  trials  are  un- 
"  necefiary."  He  then  prcfled  An- 
brey's  hind,  and  introduced  him  to  his 
•  eite,  Mrs.  Searle,  who  had  been  read- 
ing to  amufe  her  uncle,  a/idto  his  grand- 
neice,  who  was  at  work  by  her  mother's 
fide.  The  former,  an  amiable  and  hand- 
fonie  woman,  between  thirty  and  fort)y 
was  the  widow  of  that  Mr.  Searle  mear 
tioneVi  by  Mr.  Cowper,  and  the.  latter, 
Amelia,  an  innocent  pretty  girl,  about 
fourtten,  was  their  only  child.  They 
received  Aubrey  not  only  politely,  but 
wirh  a  pleafurt  and  cordiality  which 
could  not  have  been  more  marked  had 
he  been  in  full  poflefiion  of  Aubrey- 

Hall. 
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[all.     They  were  no  fooner  feated  than 
Irs.  Searle,  with  an  intereft  which  en- 
reafes  the  charms  of  a  handfome  face, 
id  renders  an  ordinary  one   beautiful, 
iquired   for   Mrs.  Aubrey,  and   when 
ic  family  would  be  at  Leicefter.     On 
earing  that  they  were  all  at  the  inn- 
Dear  me  1"    (he  exclaimed,    "  why 
did  not  you  mention  them  in  your  note 
to  my  uncle  ?  I  mould  have  come  up 
immediately  myfelf,  to  have  requ^fte.d 
the  favour  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  come 
to   us  without    ceremony" — "  Is   it, 
think  you,    too  late  now  ?"   faid  the 
>o<5lor.     "  Perhaps,  fir,"  replied  Mrs. 
earle,  "  the  journey  may  have  fatigued 
her,  but  at  all  events  it  is  not  too  late 
for  me  to  go  and  exprefs  our  wiflies. 
Come  Amy,  get  our  hats  and  cloaks." 
-'«  Do,  go  my  dears,"  faid  the  old  man, 
and  if  they  do  not  come  back  with 
you,  fit  a  little  with  them,  and  engage 

"  them 
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«« them  to  dine  with  us  to-morrow." 
Mrs.  Searle,  faying  me  mould  return 
before  flipper,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  (lie  left  the  gentlemen  to  take  care 
of  each  other,  went  away  with  Amelia. 
How  different  was  this  reception  from 
that  prefcnted  in  the  defpondent  reveries 
of  Aubrey.  Left  alone  with  the  Dodor, 
he  gazed  with  delight  on  the  placid  and 
fmiling  countenance  of  virtuous  old  age; 
and  his  imagination,  purified  of  the 
chimeras  of  pride  and  debafcment,  of 
rector  and  curate,  admitted  the  pleafing 
ideas  of  friendship  with  a  f-int  linger, 
ing  on  the  run  fines  of  mortality.  He 
fat  down  in  good  humour  with  himfclf 
and  charmed  with  his  hoft,  who  talked 
chiefly  of  Aubrey's  father,  with  whom 
fee  hjd  been  acquainted  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  and  of  Covvper  their 
mutual  friend.  Of  the  latter  he  relatc-d 
feveral  anecdotes,  with  which  Aubrey 
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.s  unacquainted,  as  proofs  of  the  refo- 
:ion  and  fortitude  with  which  their 
end  was  endowed,  after  the  dreadful 
lictibn  which  had  deprived  him  of  his 
ifon  for  a  confiderable  time.  "  That 
calamity,"  faid  the  Doctor,  ff  feemed 
necefTary  to  form  his  character  j  at 
lead,  he  himfdf  dates  the  origin  of  his 
reflection  from  it,  and  paints  his  ftace 
previous  to  that  as  merely  the  vague 
guidance  of  fcnfation,  He  fays  it 
made  him  a  thinking  man,  and  im- 
moveably  fixed  him  in  the  plan  of 
confidering  every  future  action  of  his 
life  in  reference  to  eternity.  Severe 
then  as  was  the  blow,  how  great  a 
blefiing  has  it  proved  !  Other  calami- 
ties have  appeared  trifles  to  him ; 
he  has  borne  penury  with  patience, 
and  reproach  with  refignation  j  he  has 
lived  on  bread  and  water  to  avoid 
debt  3  he  has  toiled  to  difcharge  thofe 

"  contracted 
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"  contracted  at  the  thoughtlefs  period  o 
"  his  life,  and  he  has  borne  in  filcnce  tht 
"  unmerited  calumny  of  the  world,  ir 
"  confideration  of  the  fhame  he  vvaj 
<(  confcious  of  deferving.  At  the  timt 
"  my  nephew  met  him  in  London,  he 
"  was  enduring  with  the  fortitude  of  a 
"  Stoic  diftrcffcs  under  which  there  are 
"  but  few,  bred  as  he  had  been,  whc 
tf  would  not  have  funk.  From  thefe  he 
"  honourably  relieved  himfeif  by  rerr- 
(t  dering  invaluable  fervices  ta  twc 
"  orphans,  for  which  he  received  the 
"  (lipulatcd  falary  of  a  tutor  j  nor  has  it 
"  been  in  their  power  or  mine  to  pre- 
"  vail  upon  him  to  accept  any  additional 
"  recompenee.  He  fays  hs  was  ovcr- 
"  paid  in  being  reftored  to  an  indc-pend1- 
"  ence  which,  by  rendering  our  offers 
"  unneceflary,  enforces  a  refufal  of  them*. 
*c  But  in  rejecting  them  he  voluntary 
*'  folicited  a  fyecies  of  obligation  which 
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•efkcts  more  honour  on  the  obliged 
:han  on  the  obligers :  the  requeft  was 
:o  fupport  him  not  only  with  our 
Durfes,  but  with  our  influence,  in  a 
cheme  of  benevolence  which  he  had 
planned  with  a  hope  of  meriting,  in 
bnie  degree,  the  atonement  of  his 
ins.  He  goes  yearly  into  different 
)arts  of  the  country  in  queft  of  the 
mfortunate  ;  he  investigates,  he  veri- 
ies  their  afflictions  j  he  dates  their 
:afes,  he  circulates  them  with  his 
ignature.  Some  perfons  requeft  him 
o  be  the  medium  of  relief,  others 
ake  pleafure  in  conveykig  it  them- 
elves.  His  fcheme  is  known  only  to 
few ;  but  though  the  immedi- 
te  patrons  of  it  are  not  numerous, 
hey  difiufe  its  influence  to  their 
•lends  and  connexions.  It  is  not 
[ways,  however,  that  money  is  the 
leans  of  relief  •,  there  are  delicate 

"  cales 
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"  cafes  which  require  management.  Ob- 
"  fcure  merit  is  to  be  protected  againft 
"  envy,  the  weak  againft  the  powerful, 
<c  the  flandered  to  be  reftored  to  repu- 
"  tation,  malice  is  to  be  deprived  of  its 
*f  fling,  and  the  triumph  of  vice  over 
<f  virtue  is  to  be  reverfed.  Cowper  is 
*'  often  fortune  enough,  by  putting  cafes 
"  of  this  kind  in  a  clear  point  of  view, 
"  to  give  rife  to  inquiries,  the  refult  of 
"  which  crowns  his  benevolent  aim  with 
"  fuccefs.  Then  it  is  he  glows  with  plea- 
"  fure,  then  he  confefTes  his  obligation 
"  to  the  fupporters  of  his  fcheme,  and 
"  feels  himfelf  favoured  of  heaven." 

Aubrey  enjoyed  this  account  of  his 
friend,  and  cordially  united  with  Dr. 
Searle  in  extolling  his  virtues.  "  I  am 
"  much  indebted  to  him,"  faid  the 
Doctor,  "  for  prevailing  on  you  to  come 
"  into  the  country  to  commence  a  friend- 
"  fhip  with  an  old  man,  and  to  under- 
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take  for  me  thofe  duties  which  I  am 
too  feeble  to  perform  myfelf j  and  I 
hope  when  you  are  fettled  at  Mariton, 
that  1  mall  often  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you  and  your  family  here,  for 
though  I  cannot  move  fo  far,  the 
dirtance  is  nothing  to  young  people." 
le  urbanity  of  the  Doctor's  manners, 
'.  kindnefs  of  his  language,  the  evident 
ceiity  of  his  fcntiments,  charmed  the 
in  of  Aubrey,  who,  as  the  patriarch 
>ke,  inwardly  blefifed  him  :  "  O  blefled 
DC  thy  age!  —  O  rector !  live  for 
:ver!" 

A.11  his  imaginary  mortifications  being 
npletely  difilpated,  it  was  with  plea- 
e  he  faw  Mrs.  Searle  and  Amelia  re- 
n,  accompanied  by  his  familyt  Mrs. 
brey,  who  knew  how  to  be  ceremorU 
;  where  ceremony  was  neceffary,  was 
lefs  fkilful  in  judging  of  its  neceflky; 
made  it  the  barrier  of  unmeaning 

civility, 
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civility,  but  (he  poffcfled  too  warm  a 
heart  not  to   facrifice  it  to  real  good, 
and  me  read  at  once  the  character  of  her 
inviters,  and  the  unfophifticated  nature  of 
the   invitation   in  the   amiable  counte- 
nances and  manners  of  the  mother  and 
daughter.     Far,  therefore,  from  framing 
any  excufe,  (lie  was  delighted  to   fhow 
her  readinefs  to  cultivate  the  regard  of 
the  Doctor  and  his  famHy,  and  leaving 
Arthur-William   to   the    care  of  Mrs. 
Miller,  refigned  herfelf  with  Arthur  and 
the    two  girls  to  the  charge  of   Mrs. 
Searle.    The  old  gentleman  was  charm- 
ed with  this  mark  of  attention  j  the  even- 
ing was  fpent  in  pleafant  and  friendly 
converfation,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  foon 
as  much  delighted  with   the  Doctor  as 
her  hufband   was.     It  was   natural  that 
Mariton  (hould  be  talked   of,  and  the 
Aubreys  learned  that  they  were  expected 
there  with  much  impatience  j    for  they 
5  had 
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ad  been  mentioned  as  likely  to  be  the 

^habitants  of  the  parfonage,  even  be- 

3re  Cowper   had   reached  London,  or 

iropofed  the  curacy   to  Aubrey  ;    and 

ir.  Dodfon,  the  late  curate,  having  re- 

eived  intelligence  of  his  acceptance  of 

as  foon  as  Cowper's  letter  arrived, 

ad  confirmed  the  news,   and  was  only 

•aiting  his  arrival  at  Mariton  to  leave 

,   in   order  to  go  to  the  vicarage   to 

hich  he  had  been  prefcnted.     On  hear- 

ig  this,  Aubrey  faid,  that  not  knowing 

le  ft.ue  of  the  parfonage-houfc,  he  had 

itended  to  leave  his  family  at  Lticefter, 

11  he  had  prepared  for  their  reception 

:  Mariton,   but  that  he  would  proceed 

arly  in  the   morning,  that   he    might 

;leafe  him.     "  By  all  means,"  faid  the 

)oclor,    "  leave   Mrs.  Aubrey  to  the 

care  of  my  niece,   and  go  yourfelf: 

Mr.  Dodfon  will  put  you  in  pofrcfTion 

of  the  church  on  Sunday,  which  is  only 
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"  the  day  after  to-morrow.  You  will 
"  fee  the  (late  of  your  houfe,  order  in 
"  what  may  be  neceffary  for  your  fa- 
<f  mily,  and  return  to  us  in  the  beginning 
"  of  the  week."  This  was  accordingly 
determined  upon,  and  at  ten  o'clock, 
the  hour  at  which  the  Doclor  regularly 
retired,  the  Aubreys  took  leave  for  the 
night,  and  went  back  to  the  inn.  The 
family  were  unanimous  in  their  opinion 
of  their  hoft:  "  What  a  fine  old  man  ! 
"  what  a  good  old  man  !  what  a  friendly 
"foul!"  was  echoed  from  one  to  the 
other.  "  God  blefs  his  dear  old  heart !" 
faid  Mrs.  Aubrey.  "Amen!"  faid 
Aubrey  i  "  long  may  it  be  ere  I  ex- 
"  perience  the  friendmip  of  Lord  Ayns- 
"  ford  !  O  redor !  live  for  ever !" 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Aubrey's  Reception   at  Mariton.      The  Family 
arrive  at  the  Parfonage* 

AUBREY'S  reception  at  Leicefter,  and 
the  impatience  with  which  he  was  ex- 
pected at  Mariton,  wrought  a  great 
change  in  his  fpirits.  He  wondered, 
that  he  had  been  able  to  (hut  his  eyes  to 
the  inconteftable  right  of  his  family  to 
diftinguimed  notice;  to  overlook  the  in- 
trinfic  merit  of  an  amiable  group,  whofe 
manners  could  not  but  produce  a  reci- 
procity of  regard  and  refpecl ;  and  he 
even  reproached  himfelf  withv  a  degree 
of  illiberality,  in  taking  the  filly  conduct 
of  thofe  who  had  been  led  by  Sir  Kit 
F  2  Keeping, 
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Keeping,  as  the  criterion  for  his  judg- 
ment of  the  reft  of  the  world.  His  re- 
ception at  Mariton,  was  as  gratifying  to 
his  pride,  as  that  at  Leicefter  had  been 
agreeable  to  his  worthier  emotions.  He 
and  Arthur  went  over  in  a  poft  chaife, 
.attended  by  Csefar,  who  rode  on  horfe- 
back.  They  drove  immediately  to  the 
parfonage,  where  they  were  received 
with  great  politenefs  by  Mr.  Dodfon, 
who,  while  he  put  Aubrey  in  poffeffion 
of  a  handfome  houfe,  requefted  to  be 
confidered  as  his  hoft,  till  he  returned 
for  his  family.  The  morning  was  agree- 
ably patted  in  examining  the  premifcs, 
and  in  making  an  arrangement  for 
fuch  articles  of  furniture  as  Aubrey 
wanted,  and  Mr.  Dodfon  was  willing  to 
part  with.  It  may  be  remembered,  that 
the  former  had  no  houfehold  furniture; 
what  he  poflefll-d  before  his  uncle's  death 
having  been  difpofed  of  when  the  family 

went 
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went  abroad,  as  it  would  be  out  of  fafh- 
ion  before  their  return  to  England.  In 
was  therefore  Aubrey's  intention  to  fee 
his  houfe  firft,  order  what  he  might 
want  immediately,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  write  to  London  for  what  could  not 
be  obtained  in  the  country.  This  de- 
fign  was  in  a  great  meafure  rendered  un- 
neceflfary  by  his  having  the  option  of 
entering  the  houfe  nearly  completely 
furnilhed.  The  moveables  that  had . 
been  put  in  by  Mr.  Dodfon,  were  gooi 
and  fafhionable ;  bur,  there  were  a  varie- 
ty  of  articles  which  had  been  long  fta- 
tionary,  and  which  he  had  purchafed 
from  the  Reftor.  Thefe  formed  a  con- 
fiderablepartofthe  furniture,  and  though 
they  were  not  fafhionable,  they  poflfefied 
a  fimple  dignity  derived  from  their  ap- 
pearance, and  from  the  proprietors  to 
whom  they  had  belonged,  which  had 
always  obtained  them  more  admiration 
F  3  than 
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than  the  lighter  ornaments  of  modern 
tafte.  They  cor.fifted  of  mafiy  ward- 
robes, marble  flabs  and  vafes,  maho- 
gany tables,  large  mirrors,  and  china 
jars.  When  Aubrey  exprefied  his  in- 
tention to  include  thefe  articles,  Mr. 
Dotifon  informed  him,  that  Dr.  Searle 
had  repurchafed  them  as  foon  as  he  knew 
of  his  preferment ;  but  faid,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  had  no  doubt,  that  the 
Doctor  would  let  him  have  them.  Hav- 
ing fettled  that  the  reft  mould  be  appraif- 
ed  on  the  Monday  following,  Mr.Dodfon 
propofed  a  ride  round  the  adjacent  coun- 
try before  dinner.  As  Arthur  foon  con- 
ducted his  filters  through  the  environs 
of  Mariton  j  it  is  unneceflary  here  to 
fay  more  upon  the  fubject  of  its  fcenery, 
than  that  he  and  his  father  were  pleafed 
with  all  they  faw.  At  dinner,  they  were 
joined  by  two  gentlemen  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, whofe  polite  attentions  were  to 

Aubrey, 
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Aubrey,  an  earned  of  the  agreeable 
fociety,  he  and  his  family  would  enjoy 
n  his  new  refidence. 

Aubrey,  though  not  in  the  habit  of 
performing  the  church-fervice,  had  oo 
:afionally,  while  refiding  at  Aubrey- hall, 
x>th  read  and  preached  at  Chelmsford, 
md  was  always  admired  in  the  defk  as 
veil  as  in  the  pulpit.  The  deep  clear 
:ones  of  his  voice  will not  have  efcaped  the 
nemory  of  thofe  who  were  pleafed  with 
lis  voluntary  counterpoints,  to  the  facred 
lirs  fung  by  Mifs  Melvil,  the  morning 
ic  unexpectedly  broke  in  on  the  flander- 
ilricken  maid,  in  the  Cambridgemire 
:ottage :  they  had  loft  none  of  that 
nelodiousroundnefs  which  had  furprifed 
md  delighted  his  Emily.  To  this  advan- 
age  beftowed  by  nature,  he  had  early 
tdded  thofe  which  are  to  be  obtained  by 
ipplication  :  his  fentences  flowed  with 
the  emphatic  words  duly  received 
F  4  their 
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their  force,  without  prepofterous  vio- 
lence, and  the  inflexions  of  his  voice 
•were  harmonious.  In  fyllabic  accent 
and  polite  pronunciation  he  was  un- 
commonly correct,  having  taken  much 
pleafure  in  attending  to  the  beft  fpeakcrs 
in  the  fenate,  whofe  flyle  was  his  ftan- 
dard  for  reforming  the  deviations  that 
fprung  up  in  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  and 
en  the  ftage.  In  delivering  a  difcourfe, 
he  had  energy  with  little  gefture :  he  im- 
preffed  the  truths  for  which  he  argued, 
by  feeling,  and  appearing  to  feel  them  ; 
but  his  zeal  never  approached  to  vehe- 
mence. The  conviction  he  manifcfied 
in  his  countenance,  was  his  mod  power- 
ful perfonal  agency  in  convincing  others, 
and  he  always  addrefled  the  congrega- 
tion in  that  natural  earned  manner,  which 
is  the  refult  of  conviction. 

As  it  had  been  fettled  almofl  immedi- 
ately on  Aubrey's  arrival  at  the  parfon- 
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ige,  that  he  fhould  read  the  prayers  next 
day,  and  Mr.  Dodfon  preach  his  farewel 
fermon,  which  h€  had  prepared  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  week,  itwas  foon  generally 
known,  that  the  new  curate  was  to  offi- 
ciate, and  when  Aubrey  took  poflefilon 
of  the  defk,  he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
a  numerous  congregation,  a  great  part  of 
which  appeared  to  confift  of  perfons  of 
diftinction.  The  affability  that  reigned 
on  the  countenances  of  thefe,  and  the  ge- 
neral fatisfaction  which  manifefted  itfelf 
in  every  part  of  the  church  at  the  end  of 
the  liturgy,  now  filled  Aubrey's  breaft 
with  emotions  the  very  reverie  of  thofe 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  gloomy 
reveries  of  his  journeys  and  he  glowed 
with  delight  at  the  thought  of  the  fmiles, 
the  attentions,  the  refpecl,  the  happinefs, 
in  referve  for  his  beloved  Emily  and  her 
children.  Mr.  Dodfon's  fermon  made 
at  firft  a  mournful  impreffion,  for  he  was 
F  5  much 
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much  refpected,  but  the  fubjeft  of 
forrow  was  doubly  counteracted  by  the 
confideration  of  his  removal  being  the 
confequence  of  preferment,  and  by  his 
vacancy  being  filled  by  one,  who  appear- 
ed fo  able  to  fupply  his  place.  In  the 
afternoon,  Aubrey  again  read  prayers, 
and  again  his  congregation  was  as  nu- 
merous as  in  the  morning.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  day  was  pafled  at  the 
parfonage-houfe,  in  company  with  feve- 
ral  gentlemen,  who  had  been  invited  by 
Mr.  Dodfon  to  meet  Aubrey.  Every 
thing  fcemed  to  confpire  to  gratify  his 
feelings »  he  was  prefied  to  bring  his  fa- 
mily immediately,  and  Arthur  being  re- 
quefted  to  remain  at  Mariton,  while  his 
father  went  for  them,  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. Aubrey  was  himfelf,  impa- 
tient to  fee  his  Emily  and  his  children 
fettled  in  their  new  abode,  enjoying  the 
country,  and  participating  his  pleafures  i 
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ie,  therefore,  ftaid  no  longer  with  Mr. 
Dodfon  than  was  necefTary  to  conclude 
he  purchafe  of  his  furniture.  The  efti- 
nate,  as  propofed,  was  made  early  in 
he  forenoon  of  Monday.  It  amount- 
id  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
"or  which  Aubrey  gave  Mr.  Dodfon  a 
kaft  on  his  banker  in  London.  He 
;hen  took  leave  of  his  worthy  predecef- 
"or,who  promifed  to  wait  till  Wednefday 
:or  the  pleafure  of  being  introduced  to 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  leaving  Arthur  with 
him,  fet  off  for  Leicefter,  with  Casfar, 
in  a  poft-chaife,  which  the  latter  had 
hired  at  Loughborough. 

He  found  all  his  family  at  the  houfe 
af  the  Rector,  by  whom  he  was  again 
welcomed  with  the  affection  of  a  father. 
The  account  he  gave  of  his  excurfion, 
was  extremely  pleafing,  both  to  the 
Searles,  and  to  his  own  family.  During 
his  abfence,  Mrs,  Aubrey  and  his  girls, 
F  6  had 
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had  feen  fcveral  agreeable  families,  had 
been  at  church,  and  vifited  the  caftle, 
near  which  the  Doctor's  houfe  flood,  be- 
ing in  the  Newark.  Pieafantly  how- 
ever as  they  pafled  their  time,  EmiJy 
and  Arthurina  were  fecretly  impatient 
to  join  their  brother,  nor  was  Mrs.  Au- 
brey forry  to  find,  that  Mr.  Dodfon's 
fhuation  would  fully  excufe  her  not  ac- 
cepting Mrs.  Searlc's  invitation  to  fpend 
the  week  at  Leicefter;  and  the  flay  of 
the  family  was  accordingly  limited  to 
another  day,  in  the  courfe  of  which, 
Aubrey  in  vain  urged  the  Rector  to- 
difpofe  of  the  articles  of  furniture  that 
he  had  repurchafed  of  Mr.  Dodfon.  Dr. 
Searle  faid,  that  though  he  had  been 
prevailed  upon  to  fell  them,  he  had  al- 
ways felt  afhamed  of  it;  for,  they  were 
fuch  things  as  feemed  to  go  naturally 
with  the  houfe,  and  that  he  mould  now 
confider  them  in  that  light.  They  mould 

be 
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DC  at  the  fervice  of  the  family  as  long  as 
:hey  occupied  the  parfonage  j  but  he 
bad  refolved  never  to  fell  them  again* 
Aubrey  was  under  the  neceffity  of  ac- 
quiefcing  in  this  determination,  and  the 
party  having  taken  an  affectionate  leave 
}f  their  amiable  friends  on  Tuefdaynighr, 
left  the  inn  next  morning,.  Aubrey,  in 
>reat  fpirit?,  filling  Arthur's  place  in  the 
:oach,  which  Casfar  followed  on  horfe- 
jack.  The  road  lying  through  a  pleafanc 
:ountry,  the  travellers  were  gratified 
Nith  the  profpects,  which  increafcd  the 
yaiety  they  fee  out  with.  The  kindncfs 
hey  had  experienced,  with  what  they 
aw,  what  they  had  feen,  and  what  re- 
nained  to  be  feen,  excited  their  ima- 
ginations, and  they  remarked,  narrated, 
,nd  anticipated,  with  the  volubility  of 
jay  and  happy  minds.  Arthur-William 
vas  not  the  leaft  talkative,  nor  was  Mrs* 
Vliller  frugal  of  joyous  expreflionsi  yet, 
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as  Arthur  and  Mr.  Dodfon  handed  out 
Emily  and  Arthurina  at  the  parfonage, 
fhe  could  not  help  fhaking  her  head,  and 
faying  to  her  miftrefs,  who  fat  fronting 
her  in  the  coach,  "  S'bidlikins  !  this  is 
"  only  too  like  our  jaunts  to  Aubrey- 
"  hall." 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    XXX. 

The  Parfonage.  Economical  Arrangement*.  The 
Mlnifter  of  Religion.  The  Magnanimity  of  a 
candid  ConfeJJion  of  Error.  The  Choice  of  a 
ProfeJJion  recommended  to  Arthur. 

HAT  the  arrival  of  a  new  re<5tor  or  a 
icar  fho'jld  fet  the  parifh  bells  in  mo- 
on is  not  furprifing  or  uncommon,  but 

does  not  ofcen  fall  to  the  lot  of  a 
arate  to  be  rung  into  his  curacy  :  the 
tttling,  however,  of  a  coach  and  four 
to  the  village,  levelled  the  diftinflion, 
id  Mariton  fteeple  vibrated  with  as 
iud  and  continued  peals  as  it  had  ever 
:founded  with  before.  The  family 
>ok  pofleffion  of  their  abode  with  un- 
.minifhed  dignity,  the  illiberal  malice 

of 
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of  the  Pall-mall  baronet  was  forgotten, 
and  Aubrey  was  himfelf  again.  Mr. 
Dodfon  took  his  leave  early,  as  he  pur- 
pofed  to  fleep  at  Leicefter,  but  before 
he  went  recommended  his  cook  and 
houfemaid  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who,  from 
the  character  he  gave  of  them,  was  glad 
to  take  them  into  her  fervice  :  thus  al- 
moft  every  thing  that  was  wanted  feemed 
prepared  without  trouble,  and  as  it  were 
by  enchantment.  The  packages  from 
London  arrived  at  Loughborough  the 
day  before,  and  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  Mariton. 

Left  to  themfelves,  the  Aubreys  foon 
explored  every  part  of  their  manfion, 
ran  over  the  garden,  and  ftrolied  through 
the  fields  belonging  to  the  parfonage. 
The  remainder  of  the  week,  as  they  had 
few  vilicors,  none  indeed  but  the  gen- 
tlemen whom  Aubrey  had  met  by  Mr. 
Dodfon's  invitation,  was  devoted  to 

putting 
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utting  the  houfe  in  order,  making  eco- 
omical  arrangements,  and  fettling  the 
ifpofition  of  their  time.  'The  plate 
nd  china  were  ceremonioufly  beftowed 
i  their  proper  places,  the  books  intel- 
ftually  claffed  on  the  fnelves  found  in 
ic  ftudy,  the  piano  and  harp  harmo- 
ioufly  eftablilhed  in  the  fitting-room 
n  the  ground-floor,  and  the  organ 
refled  in  the  large  room  over  it.  The 
oufe  being  a  double  one,  was  fufficient- 
r  commodious,  though  but  of  two 
ories,  with  flanting  garrets.  There 
rere  bed-rooms  enough  for  the  family, 
nd  two  fpare  ones.  The  large  room 
n  the  firft  floor,  looking  on  the  garden 
nd  ever  the  country,  had  been  ren- 
ered  fpacious,  at  the  expence  of  the 
jjcining  one,  which  was  a  fmall  bed- 
Dom  allotted  to  Arthur.  When  the 
rganift  of  Mariton,  who  lived  at 
.oughborough,  and  was  employed  to> 

place 
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place  the  organ,  had  completed  his 
work,  exceeding  great  was  the  joy  of 
the  whole  family,  and  chaunts,  hymns, 
and  anthems,  filled  up  the  day.  The 
ground- floor  of  the  parfonage  was  laid 
out  thus :  the  entrance  was  a  fmall  hall, 
on  the  right  of  which  was  the  ftudy,  and 
on  the  left  the  dining-room,  which  had 
a  fecond  door  opening  into  the  fitting- 
room  ;  at  the  end  of  the  hall  a  paflage 
led  to  the  garden,  and  another  to  the 
fight  led  paft  the  offices  and  kitchen  to 
the-  court-yard.  The  fitting-room  was 
well  proportioned,  and  had  a  glafs  door, 
which  opened  on  a  lawn,  edged  with 
flower-beds  and  fhrubs,  very  gently  de- 
fcending  to  a  fmall  beautiful  river,  one 
of  the  banks  of  which  was  formed  by  its 
turf.  This  was  the  trout-ftream  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Cowper. 

The  view  of  the  country  from  the  win- 
dows of  the  houfc,  which  backward  faced 

the 
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e  fouth,  was  rendered  rich  by  woods 
d  fine  paftures ;  but  there  was  an 
>je<5l  about  half  a  mile  diftant,  on  the 
>pofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  height- 
ed  the  pleafing  landfcape  into  a  pic- 
refque  fcenery.  This  was  the  ruin-s 
an  old  caftle,  on  an  elevated,  unequal, 
cky  piece  of  ground,  which  for  many 
res  was  unfit  for  cultivation.  It  be- 
iged  originally  to  one  of  thofe  power- 
and  haughty  barons  of  this  kingdom, 
to  had  proved  themfelves  fuch  formid- 
le  fubjecls  in  the  early  reigns  after 
:  conqueft.  The  great  duke  of  Lan- 
ler  afterwards  became  the  lord  of  it, 
t  it  was  entirely  neglected,  and  gra- 
ally  fell  into  ruin.  Many  murders 
/ing  been  committed  within  the  walls, 
is  not  wonderful  that  it  fhould  have 
:ome  a  haunted  place  by  tradition, 
1  it  ftill  continued  ftamped  with  the 
mtation.-  It  was  rarely  vifited  by  ths 

country 
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country  people  in  the  day-time,  and  never 
approached  by  night.  Though  the  foil 
near  it  denied  a  fupply  of  juices  to  ufeful 
vegetation,  fome  hardy  fhrubs  here  and 
there  concealed  the  fides  round  the  bottom 
of  the  caftle,manypartsof  the  mouldering 
walls  were  clothed  with  ivy,  and  though 
no  trees  flood  near  it,  the  perfpective  of 
the  wood  beyond  gave  it,  from  the  par- 
ibnage,  an  appearance  of  an  immenfe 
pile  on  the  Ikirt  of  a  foreft.  It  fur- 
nifhed  a  very  fublime  point  of  view  to 
mod  of  the  houfes  in  the  nighbourhood 
of  Mariton,  but  from  none  did  it  appear 
finer  than  from  the  parfonage.  This 
profpcct  was  an  object  of  high  eftima- 
tion  with  the  Aubrey  family,  nor  were 
they  fatisfied  with  gazing  at  it ;  they  ex- 
plored its  recefits,  and  enjoyed  the 
folemniry  of  the  fpacious  chambers, 
fome  of  which  were  nearly  overhung 
with  the  deep  green  tapeftry  of  the  ivy, 

and 
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roofed  by  the  contracted  firmament 
ing  on  the  lofty  parapets.  The  ex- 
it dimenfions  of  the  building,  the 
knefs  of  the  walls,  the  magnitude  of 
apartments,  the  purpofe  of  the  ford- 
:ions,  the  projections  of  the  towers, 
tottering  turrets,  the  rugged  fcite, 

folitude  to  which  fuperftition  had 
med  it,  and  the  filence  reigning 
ind  and  in  every  part  of  the  cattle, 
:d  thofe  emotions  of  wonder  and  ad- 
stion,  which  while  they  diftinguifh 
ikind  from  brutes,  are  in  a  higher 
ree  peculiar  to  the  fons  and  daughters 
tafte.  Tiie  fublime  and  beautiful 
s  combined  on  the  face  of  the  coun- 

to  delight  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fonage,  health  and  harmony  reigned 
lin,  and  the  tcftimonies  of  refpect, 
h  the  pleafures  of  fociety,  only  waited 
ceremonial  of  public  appearance. 

14  Mean- 
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Meanwhile,  Aubrey  and  Mrs.  Aubre 
refolved  to  fettle  their  cftablifliment  01 
the  moft  frugal  plan,  and  accordingl 
confulted,  before  the  young  peopl 
and  Mrs.  Miller,  on  the  neccfiary  ar 
rangemems.  "  Economy,"  faid  Au 
brey,  "  is  of  importance  in  all  fitua 
w  tions  of  life,  and  of  the  utmoft  confe 
ec  quence  in  thofe  where  errors  are  no 
"  to  be  retrieved  by  further  plans  of  re 
"  trenchment,  but  complete  ruin  is  th< 
"  fure  refult  of  excefs.  Let  us  thei 
cf  refolve  to  begin  our  refidence  hen 
(<  with  the  utmoft  care  and  circumfpec 
"  tion.  It  is  true  we  have  a  profpecV  it 
"  the  friendfhip  of  Lord  Aynsford,  bu 
c<  when  it  may  be  realized  is  uncertain 
"  and  the  dear  Doctor  Searle  has  taugh 
"  us  to  dread  the  event  that  is  tc 
**  precede  it.  My  dear  Emily  !  mj 
"  dear  children !  I  know  your  hearts 

"  arc 
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are  fuperior  to  the  temptations  of 
luxury ;  I  know  that  you  value  the 
pleafures  of  the  palate  fo  low,  that 
frugality  in  diet  will  fcarcely  be  a 
virtue  in  you  j  but  it  will  be  of  great 
moment  in  the  diftribution  of  our 
expences." — "  Oh  !  my  dear  papa!" 
led  Emily,  <c  we  none  of  us  care  for 
eating  and  drinking.  While  we  have 
muiic  and  books" — "  And  rambles 
through  the  country,"  added  Arthu- 
ia  ;  "  and  rambles,  as  Arthurina  fays," 
mtinued  Emily  ;  "  and  pleafant  neigh- 
bours, and  fometimes  a  dance,"  ftid 
rthur.  <c  O  yes,"  continued  Emily, 
and  dances,  as  my  brother  fays."-— 
And  turkics  and  tarts,"  added  Ar- 
ur-William.  The  little  fellow's  addi- 
Dn  created  a  hearty  laugh.  '*  I  have 
not  finifhed  my  fpeech,"  cried  Emily. 
With  mufic,  books,  country  walks, 
and  dancing,  who  would  ever  think  of 

"  eating 
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**  eating  and  drinking  ?  As  for  my  part, 
"  I  could  live  upon  bread  and  cheefe  all 
my  life." — «  So  could  I,"  cried  Arthu- 
rina,  cf  with  a  few  vegetables,  and  there 
*r  is  plenty  in  the  garden."—'1  A  little 
f<  folid  meat,  however,  after  a  walk," 
faid  Arthur,  "  will  not  be  amifs.  I 
"  don't  minJ  eating,  but  mine  is  not  a 
*c  vegetable  ftomach,  Emily  >  particu- 
tc  larly  after  exercife." — (<  I,"  faid  Ar- 
thur William,  "  like  the  ducks  and  green 
<f  peafe  we  had  ycfterday  j  what  fay 
"you,  'Sbidlikins?1'  — "  They  were 
*'  very  nice,  indeed,  fir,"  faid  Mrs. 
Miller,  "  and  as  I  fhall  fuperimend  the 
*'  poukry-yard,  you  fhall  often  have 
'"  them  ;  'Sbidlikins !  I  think  poultry  be 
"  the  beft  and  cheapeft  fare  in  the  coun- 
<«  try."—"  But  Mrs.  'Sbidlikins,"  faid 
Arthur,  "  we  muft  have  a  butcher."— 
"  I  hate  a  butcher,"  cried  Arthur- 
William.—"  Tell  me  why,"  faid  his 

brother. 
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brother.     "  Becaufe  he  is  fo  cruel,"  re-    . 
plied  Arthur-William.      Mrs.  Aubrey, 
who  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  remov- 
ing prejudices  from  the  minds  of  her 
children    the   moment    they  appeared, 
afked  him  if  the  cook  was  cruel.    ct  No> 
"  that  (he  is  not,"    replied  he,   "  me 
"  looks  fo  good-natured,  and  fpeaks  fo 
"  good-temperedly,  and  me  feeds  the 
<{  chickens." — u  And  who,   my  love/* 
faid  his  mother,  "killed  the  ducks  we  had 
"  for  dinner  yefterday?" — "  I  don't  know, 
"  mamma."—"  They  were  killed,  you 
"  know."—"  To  be   fure."— «  Then 
"  afk  Miller  who  killed  them."—"  'Sbid* 
"  likins !"  faid  Arthur^William  to  Mrs. 
Miller,   "  who  killed   them  ?" — «  In- 
"  deed,  fir,f>  faid  fhe>  «« it  was  Nanny." 
He  ftared.     "  Now  liften  to  me,   and 
remember  what  I  am  going   to  fay," 
continued    his   mother.—"  It  is   more 
"  cruel  to  take  di (likes  without  reafon, 
VOL.  in.  G  "  than 
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"  than  to  flay  an  ox.    Indeed  you  will 
"  find  that  there  is  no  cruelty  in  the 
"  one,    and  there  certainly  is  in  the 
"  other.    We  cannot  live  without  food, 
"  and  God  has  thought  proper,  how- 
"  ever  irreconcileable  it  feems  with  the 
•'  tenderncfs  of  fome  hearts,  to  appoint 
"  animals  to  be  a  part  of  food.   I  will 
<f  not  enter  into  the  reafons  at  prefent : 
u  your  brother  and  your  fitters  know 
"  them,  and  fo  will  you  by  and  by,  but 
"  I  merely  tell  it  you  now  to  prevent 
««  your  growing  up  with  fuch  a  pre- 
"  judice.    Prejudice,  you  know,  is  hav- 
«'  ing  wrong  notions  of  things,  from  not 
"  enquiring  into  truth,   by  which  you 
"  may  become  ridiculous  or  difgufting, 
"  or  even  wicked.     If  Providence  has 
"  given  animals  for  our  food,  the  perfon 
"  who  provides  meat  for  the  table  may 
"  have  a  very  difagreeable  office,   but 
"  cannot  be  charged  with  cruelty,  if  he 

"does 
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"  docs  not  wantonly  give  pain.  It  is,  I 
"  own,  an  office  that  a  mild  difpofition 
"  would  be  unwilling  to  take  j  but  only 
«e  obferve  what  would  be  the  cafe  if 
"  every  body's  heart  was  fo  tender  that 
«*  they  would  not  hurt  any  thing  that  has 
"  Jife  ;  you  would  have  no  ducks,  and 
«*  Arthur  would  have  no  mutton  :  and  as 
"  Nanny  is  not  cruel,  no  more  is  the 
"  butcher,  if  he  is  a  good  man.  Take 
"  care  of  prejudice,  my  dear  Arthur- 
"  William  j  will  you,  for  my  fake  ?"-— 
"  I  will,  mamma,"  cried  he,  "  and  I 
«f  won't  hate  a  good  butcher  any  more." 
The  family  laughed  at  the  fimple  equi- 
vocation of  Authur-William,  and  Au- 
brey refumed  his  obfervations  on  the 
propofed  economy  of  the  houfe.  After 
a  few  more  remarks  on  the  wholefome- 
nefs  of  plain  food,  it  was  refolved,  nem. 
con.  never  to  have  more  on  their  table, 
when  they  were  alone,  than  a  joint  and 
c  2  a  pud- 
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a  pudding,  or  fome  of  their  own  poultry, 
with  the  feafonablc  produce  of  theft 
garden. 

They  next  proceeded  to  difcufs  the 
confumption  of  grocery  -,  when  it  was 
refolved  that  tea,  coffee,  and  fugar,  were 
abfolutely  necefianes,  but  that  a  great 
reduction  mould  be  made  in  the  articles 
of  fpicery.  Coal  and  candle  came  next 
under  confideration  :  with  refpect  to  the 
former,  it  was  found  that  they  could  not 
do  without  a  fire  in  the  kitchen,  in  the 
fitting-room,  in  the  dining-parlour,  and 
in  the  ftudy  j  but  then  it  was  fettled 
that  the  other  rooms  of  the  houfe  mould 
only  be  aired  occafionally  j  and  with  re- 
fpect  to  lights,  it  was  refolved  that  it 
would  be  extravagant  to  burn  wax,  when 
they  had  not  company.  The  cellar  it 
v,as  determined  mould  have  a  certain 
fupply,  but  not  to  be  frequently  reforted 
to.  Barrels  of  good  table-beer  fliould 

(land. 
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and  in  the  outer  vault,  for  the  conftant 
fe  of  the  fervants,  while  a  ftout-bodied 
le  was  to  be  kept  for  extraordinary 
ccafions.  Some  of  the  binns  were  to 
>e  filled  with  good  old  port  and  (berry, 
nd  a  place  was  allotted  to  fpirituous 
iquors  of  the  beft  quality.  The  wine- 
lecanters  and  liquor-cafe  were  always 
o  be  put  on  the  table  after  the  cloth  was 
aken  away,  but  the  family  were  to  be 
ery  indifferent  whether  they  drank  any 
r  nor,  unlefs  they  had  a  friend  with 
hem.  As  to  drefs,  it  fortunately  ap- 
»eared  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls 
yere  fo  well  (locked  with  clothes  and 
naterials  for  making  them,  that  they 
vould  want  little  in  addition  for  a  con- 
idcrable  time  ;  and  Aubrey  and  Arthur 
lad  Itft  their  meafure  in  London  with 
:hcir  tailor,  to  whom  they  propofed  to 
end  occafional  orders. 

c  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  points  being  difcufied  and 
fettled,  it  remained  to  be  debated  what 
was  to  be  done  as  to  moving  about  the 
country.  Prudence  evidently  required 
that  they  fliould  lay  down  their  carriage 
for  the  prcfent  j  but  the  necefihy  of  going 
from  one  place  to  another  as  imperioufly 
demanded  the  ufe  of  horfes.  At  firft, 
they  could  none  of  them  fee  how  it 
would  be  poffible  to  do  without  them ; 
but  then  not  lefs  than  three  would  be  re- 
quifice,  for  there  mud  be  a  faddle-horfe 
for  Caefar,  as  well  as  a  pair  for  the  coach  •, 
and  neither  three  nor  two  could  be  fup- 
ported  on  the  fields  annexed  to  the  par- 
fonage,  unlefs  they  gave  up  the  idea  of 
keeping  cows.  Two  cows  and  one 
horfe  might  very  well  be  fed  on  the 
land,  buying  oats  for  the  nag,  but  it 
could  no  more.  Either  the  cows,  with 
all  the  rich  cream,  the  butter,  the  milk, 

puddings, 
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puddings,  cuftards,  and  fyllabubs,  they 
would  afford,  were  to  be  given  up,  or 
the  horfes  relinquifhed.     One  alterna- 
tive more  indeed  there  was,  but  it  was 
too  imprudent,  even  in  thought,  to  find 
a  propofer  in  the  economical  circle,   for 
land    was  very   dear    about    Marieon. 
"  Can't  you—?"  It  was  upon  Arthurina's 
tongue,  but  flic  turned  it  off  by  faying, 
"  As  the  paddock  will  keep  one  horfe, 
48  what  think  you   now  of  a  one-horft 
cbay  of  afunday  ?"  It  was  at  length  de- 
termined that  their  carriage  mould  pofi- 
tively  be  laid  down,  but  that  the  coach 
mould  ftand  in  the  coach-houfe,  and  be 
kept  very  nice  by  Casfar,  to  be  occa- 
fionally  ufed,  as  circumftances  might  in- 
duce them  to  fend  for  poft-horfes  from 
Loughborough  ;     and   that    one    horfe 
fhould  be  bought  to  ferve  either  as  a 
faddle-horfe  or  for  drawing  a  gig,  which 
would  be  found  very  convenient.     As 
G  4  the 
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the  garden  was  not  large  enough  to  re- 
quire conflant  attention,  it  was  refolved 
to  continue  the  plan  which  had  been 
purfued  by  Mr.  Dodfon,  who  agreed 
with  a  gardener  to  crop  and  keep  ic  in 
order  by  periodical  attention,  occafion- 
ally  having  a  village  boy  or  girl  to  weed. 
But  though  they  avoided  the  expence 
of  a  regular  gardener,  there  was  ye: 
another  domeftic  whom  they  could  not 
do  without;  a  dairy-maid  was  wanting, 
for  the  care  of  two  cows  was  too  much 
to  add  to  the  cook's  province  ;  and  if 
it  was  too  h'ttle  to  employ  one  pcrfon 
entirely,  the  girl  would  be  found  ufeful 
in  aflifting  to  keep  the  houfe  clean,  and 
in  helping  to  warn  clothes.  The  dairy- 
maid, accordingly,  was  foon  determined 
upon,  and  Nanny,  the  cook,  recom- 
mended her  younger  fifter  Patty,  who 
was  ufed  to  cows  from  her  birth. 

The 


AUBREY.  129 

The  houfchold  arrangements  being 
thus  made  with  the  (Iridleft  attention  to 
economy,  Aubrey  communicated  to  his 
family  the  ferious  defigns  he  had  formed 
reflecting  the  facred  profeffion,  the 
functions  of  which  he  had  refumed.  Of 
whatever  faults  he  was  confcious,  fo  far 
from  labouring  to  conceal  them  from 
his  family,  or  even  to  extenuate  them, 
it  was  his  cuftom  to  turn  the  avowal  of 
them  to  their  advantage  and  his  own. 
Anxious  as  he  was  to  teach  his  children 
to  diftinguifh  accurately  between  right 
and  wrong,  he  had  no  alternative,  for 
it  was  impoflible  to  deceive  them  with- 
out corrupting  their  minds  j  nor  had  he 
the  leaft  fear  of  weakening  their  refpect 
for  him,  by  obferving,  "  thefe  are  errors, 
"  I  muft  endeavour  to  repair  them  as 
<{  well  as  I  can,  and  you  muft  ever  avoid 
"  falling  into  the  like ;"  on  the  con- 
trary, he  knew  that  fuch  confefiions, 
c  5  guided 


130  AUBREY. 

guided  by  fuch  motives,  gave  him  a 
higher  claim  to  their  efteem.  "  Emily, 
"  my  love,"  faid  he  to  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
"  how  negligent  have  I  been  of  my 
<c  profcflion !  but  I  do  not  wonder, 
**  when  I  confider  the  motives  on  which 
"  I  embraced  it.  I  confented  to  afiume 
"  the  facred  robe  and  band,  in  order  to 
"  provide  for  the  fecond  fon  of  a  family, 
"  in  whofe  reprefentative  it  was  thought 
"  neceflary  to  centre  the  wealth  and 
"  pride  of  their  anceftors:  when,  there - 
"  fore,  by  the  death  of  my  brother  I  be- 
"  came  that  reprefentative,  is  it  fur- 
*'  prifing  that  I  dilengaged  myfclf  from 
"  an  object  no  longer  neceflary  for  the 
"  purpofe  for  which  I  had  obtained  it  ? 
•'  Could  I  go  back  to  the  time  while  it 
"  was  optional,  retaining  the  judgment 
•«  of  my  experience,  no  intereft  whatever 
41  mould  prevail  upon  me  to  undertake 
••  the  holy  office,  for  I  mould  not  think 

*{  myfelf, 
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<c  myfelf,  at  that  early  period  of  life, 
"  equal  to  the  drift  difcharge  of  its 
"duties.  It  is  an  awful  engagement; 
"  the  mod  important  that  man  can  enter 
"  into,  made  voluntarily  with  his  Creator, 
"  to  labour  to  inftruct  his  fellow-crea- 
"  tures  in  the  knowledge  of  their  eternal 
"  intereft,  to  purify  their  hearts,  to  re- 
"  folve  their  doubts,  to  confole  them  in 
"  affliction,  and  to  keep  them  on  their 
*c  guard  in  the  hours  of  joy  and  tran- 
"  quillity.  A  minifter  is  the  vicegerent 
"  of  the  Almighty.  How  fublime  the 
"  thought !  how  arduous  the  talk  !  who 
"  that  reflected  upon  it,  would  haftily 
'*  undertake  it  ?  What  talents,  whac 
"  virtues  are  requifite  to  form  that  ftu- 
"  pendous  character  which  (lands  forth 
"  the  ambaflador  of  the  Deity  !  In  the 
"  courfe  of  my  reflections,  fince  my  re- 
"  verfe  of  fortune,  an  extraordinary 
"  thought  occurred  to  me  on  this  fub- 
c  6  "  ject. 
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<c  ject.     My  fancy  formed  a  new  crea- 
"  ture  i  I  imagined  the  miniftry  of  re- 
*f  ligion  afiigned  to  a  fuperior  order  of 
"beings,  continued  by  fuccefilon,  like 
<f  men,  on  our  own  planer.  Not  a  fallen, 
"  nor  incorporeal  race  j  not  fuperior  to 
<f  man  in  faculty,  nor  exempt  from  the 
"  pafllons   of  the   mind,   but  endowed 
*c  with  a  ftrength  of  virtue  that  fhould 
"  preferve  them  genuine  and  good,  and 
"  pofiefifed   of  the    higheft    degree   of 
"  human  knowledge  and  talents  j  fully 
"  acquainted  by  intuition  with  the  nature 
"  of  the  appetites,  yet  totally  free  from 
"  them  j  their  frames,  while  exifting  on 
'*  earth,  fuflained  by  fome  unperceived 
"  fluid  inhaled  with  the  air,  and  after 
"  the  fervice  of  fifty  years,  their  fpirits 
"  tranflated  unknown  to  men,  leaving 
<c  fucceflbrs  to  rife  from  their  bodies  by 
"  a  new  law  of  nature.    Of  fuch  a  being 
."  felf- excellence  and  fuccefs  in  his  minif- 

"  try, 
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'  try  would  necefiarily  be  the  fupreme 

c  good,  the  end  and  enjoyment  of  his 

f  exiftence  ;  to  fuch  a  being  the  talk 

f  would  be  appropriate  j  but  for  me, 

[  fcarcely  arrived  at  years  of  difcretion, 

:  placing  the  chief  praife  of  religion  in 

:  a  rhetorical  effay  delivered  from  the 

;  pulpit,  bred  up  in  eafe,  and  fond  of  it ; 

;  for  me  to  dare  accept  tlie  divine  depu- 

:  tadon  was  no  lefs  monftrous  than  my 

total  neglect  of  it,  when  it  became  un- 

neceffary  to  worldly  enjoyments,  w^s 

fhameful."— "  I  fear,"  faid  Mrs.  An- 

rey,  "  that  I  am  more  to  blame  than 

you,  yet  I  will  not  fay  a  word  in  op- 

pofition  to  the  reproach  you  caft  upon 

yourfelf,  for  it  feems  to  promife  an 

attention  that  may  make  amends  for 

the  pad ;  and  let  me  allure  you,  I  am 

of  opinion, -that  in  your  new-created 

being  you  have  done   nothing  more 

than  paint  fome  of  the  worthy  heads 

"of 
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"  of  the  church,  your  unknown  fluid 
"  and  new  law  of  nature  excepted. 
"  Men  fo  far,  at  lead,  fuperior  to  your 
"  imaginary  minifters,  as  they  have  had 
"  to  contend  with,  and  have  furmounted 
<c  thole  obftacles  which  you  have  fo  in- 
•(  genioufly  removed  from  your  creation; 
"  What  think  you  of  the  bimops  of  *  * 
"  and  *  *  ?  of  Dr.  Searle  ?  of  Cowper's 
"  friend,  Mr.  Grey  ?  The  character  may 
"  not  be  genera],  but  it  exifts,.  and  may 
"  be  emulated." — ««  My  imagination,  I 
"  allow,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  was  excited 
<f  by  contemplating  myfelf.  You  know 
"  I  do  not  mean,  my  dear  Arthur," 
continued  he,  addreffing  his  fon,  '<  to 
"  caft  a  refleclion  on  the  body  of  the 
ct  clergy  i  they  are,  in  general,  learned 
'*  and  pious  j  yet  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
"  that  our  conned  ion  with  the  reft  of 
"  fociety  were  better  understood,  and 
"  more  generally  realized.  Prayers  and 

"  a  ieclure 
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a  lecture  would  not  conftitute  the  office 
r  of  the  minifter  I  have  imagined.  They 
:  who  are  about  to  take  orders,  like  me, 
merely  for  a  provifion,  or  who,  like 
1  me,    having  taken  orders,  think  no 
more  of  their  engagement,  will  per- 
haps, fooner  or  later,  feel  like  me,  that 
it  had  been  better  never  to  have  under- 
taken the  office."— '•  My  dear  fir/' 
iid  Arthur,  "  I  have  heard  you  before 
condemn  yourfelf,  and  I  thought  you 
'  very  good  at  the  time  ;  bur  I  am  more 
delighted  than  I  can  tell  with  a  faying 
of  Lavater's,  which  I  lately  read,  and 
which  you  now  bring  to  my  mind  : 
He  who    has    genius   and   eloquence 
fufficient  either  to  cover  or  excufe  his 
errors,  yet  extenuates  not,  but  rather 
accufes  himfelf,  and  unequivocally  con- 
fcfles  them,  approaches  the  circle  of 
immortals,  whom  human  language  has 
dignified  with  the  appellation  of  gods 

'  and 
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'  and  faints.'  Arthur's  foul  was  in  his 
face  when  he  faid  this;  it  was  one  of 
thofe  looks  and  fpeeches  not  uncommon 
among  the  Aubreys,  which  threw  a 
fudden  glow  of  pleafure  around  the  whole 
circle  ;  for  their  fympathy  was  as  rapid 
as  their  love  was  cordial.  His  mother 
bleffcd  him  in  her  thought,  and  by  her 
finile.  His  father  prefled  his  hand  and 
faid,  <•  This  is  very  amiable,  Arthur ;  I 
<e  feel  it  at  the  bottom  of  my  heart. 
"  Whatever  truth  or  error  there  be  in 
"  theaphorifm  you  have  cited,  one  thing 
"  is  certain  j  whoever  ittempts  to  refine 
"  vice  into  the  appearance  of  virtue,  or 
"  pretends  to  appear  to  his  family  what 
"  he  is  not,  forfeits  his  real  portion  of 
<f  merit,  and  never  fails  to  be  difcovered, 
"  and  to  be  fecretty,  if  not  openly  de- 
"  fpifed.  It  is  the  part  of  a  father  to 
"  point  the  way  to  his  children  ;  to  lead 
"  it,  as  far  as  he  can  j  but  when  he 

"  halts 
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alts  in  the  road  to  perfection,  he  will 
or,  if  he  be  not  loft  to  virtue,  keep 
bem  back,  by  pretending  to  be  the 
tandard  of  excellence.  He  will  call 
:>  them  to  go  on  j  he  will  glory  as 
luch,  if  not  more,  in  their  progrefs 
s  in  his  own,  and  he  will  feel  in  fome 
egree  his  defects  compenfated  by  ex- 
ellencies,  the  feeds  of  which  were 
own  by  him,  though  the  fruit  re- 
vived its  perfection  from  the  native 
•igour  of  the  foil.  With  refpecl  to 
nyfelf,  I  will  now  endeavour,  as  your 
nother  prefages,  to  make  amends.  I 
nil  become  acquainted  with  all  my 
jarifliioners,  high  or  low,  rich  or 
>oor  j  they  who  need  a  friend,  an  ad- 
ifer,  a  comforter,  (hall  find  one  in 
ne.  The  public  fervice  (hall  be  duly 
itended  to,  and  at  home  we  will  pafs 
>ur  time  in  rational  ftudies,  innocent 
.mufements,  and  hofpitality.  As  to 

"  you 
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rt  you,  my  dear  Arthur,  I  wifh  that  I 
"  could  fend  you  to  the  univerfity,  but 
••  alas !  you  are  deeply  involved  in  the 
"  effect  of  the  dreadful,  unaccountable 
"  negligence  of  my  uncle.  It  may  yet 
"  be  in  my  power  to  enable  you  to  finifli 
"  your  ftudies  there  to  advantage;  mean- 
"  while  your  time  will  not  be  loft  a) 
'*  Mariton.  You  muft  choofe  a  pro- 
"  fcfilon  }  you  muft  choofe  it  before  yoi 
"  go  to  Cambridge.  I  would  have  yoi 
"  confult  your  inclination  in  the  choice 
"  and  to  do  that  you  muft  take  a  curforj 
"  reading  of  the  elementary  books  o 
"  each.  This  you  will  eafily  do  in  th< 
"  courfe  of  the  next  year.  Your  edu> 
"  cation  has  given  you  a  foundation  fo 
"  any  ;  fix  decidedly,  then  go  regularl; 
ct  to  work  in  your  application,  and  I 
ft  have  no  doubt  you  will  in  a  few  year 
"  make  yourfelf  fufficiently  mafter  o 
"  what  you  determine  on,  to  fuppor 

<c  yourfcl 
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ourfelf  honourably,  and  acquire  a 
ompetence  equal  to  the  be  ft  enjoy- 
icnts  of  life.  You  will  have  time 
nough  for  the  reading  I  recommend, 
'ithout  giving  up  your  clafiks,  or 
ven  our  general  ftudies." 
Arthur  declared  his  determination  to 
ow  his  father's  advice,  and  to  begin 
h  Blackftone's  Commentaries.  He 
.  he  mould  be  happy  to  be  mafter  of 
rofefiion,  not  only  from  forefeeing 
t  it  would  be  necefiary  to  his  fupport, 
becaufe  it  would  make  him  of  ufe  in 
world,  which  not  one  in  a  thoufand 
Id  be  faid  to  be  of  thofc  who  had  no 
fefllon.  In  this  opinion  Aubrey 
curred  ;  and  the  girls,  forgetting  the 
vious  reading  recommended  by  their 
ier,  were  for  fettling  the  choice  im- 
diately.  "  What  will  you  be,  Ar- 
liur  ?"  cried  Emily ;  and  without 
ting  for  an  anfwer,  added — "  Be  a 

"  farmer, 
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"  former,  and  live  in  the  country.'* — 
"  That's  what  Edmund  Smyth  is  to  be,*1 
cried  Arthur- William,  who  brgan  to  be 
tired  of  holding  his  tongue.  This  re- 
colledion  of  Arthur- William's  pro- 
duced an  emotion  in  Emily's  mind3 
which  me  could  not  account  for,  but  ii 
was  fo  flight  that  fhe  did  not  endeavotii 
to  trace  it.  "  Be  a  clergyman,"  cried 
Arthurinaj  "what  can  be  more  de- 
tc  lightful  than  to  have  fuch  a  place  as 
"  this,  and  to  make  all  the  people  aboui 
"  you  good  and  happy  ?" — "  If  I  was 
"  Arthur,  I  know  what  I  would  be,' 
faid  Arthur-William ;  "  I  would  be  2 
"  lord,  like  Lord  Aynsford,  and  then  he 
"  might  make  me  a  bifhop." — "  Very 
"  well,"  faid  Arthur,  "  I  will  confider, 
*;  and  tell  you  what  I  think,  this  tirru 

• 

w  twelvemonth."      The  refolutions  re- 
fpecling   the  houfehold  economy  were 
reviewed  and  approved,  and  the  Au- 
breys 
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ys,  confcious  of  meaning  well>  gave 
r  to  the  natural  tendency  of  their 
ids  to  be  pleafed  j  were  innocent, 
arful,  and  happy. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER    XXXI. 

Family  appear  at  Church,     Similarity 
Country  Neighbourhoods. 


HOWEVER  deferving  of  ccnfure, 
candid  cenfurcr  will  not  perhaps  thir 
it  unpardonable,  that  the  firftappearam 
at  church  was  not  entirely  actuated  t 
the  fpirit  of  devotion,  and  that  heaven 
views  were  confiderably  mingled  wi 
terreftrial  concerns.  Mrs.  Aubrey  ai 
the  girls  certainly  devoted  fome  part 
faturday  to  confutation  on  drefles  f 
funday  ;  and  funday  was  a  gala  da 
The  mother  and  daughters  might  hai 
bten  confidered  together  as  the  thn 
Graces,  for  though  a  little  enbonpoir 
14  Mi 
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.  Aubrey  retained  the  frelh  and 
iming  air  of  youth,  her  animated 
gave  great  intelligence  to  her  lovely 
itenance,  and  her  eafy  motion  fup- 
I  undiminifhed  grace  to  her  elegant 
re.  Emily  was  now  nearly  as  tall 
er  mother,  and  Arthurina  very  little 
ter.  The  church  being  near,  and 
morning  fine,  the  family  all  went 
r.  Aubrey  had  preceded  them, 
was  in  the  reading  defk  when  they 
red.  Arthur  and  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
i  held  Arthur-William  by  the  hand, 
the  way  j  and  Emily  and  Arthurina 
»wed,  attended  by  Mrs.  Miller  j 
*r,  in  the  Aubrey  livery,  had  gone 
>efore  to  open  the  pew  door.  If  the 
*regation  drew  off  the  thoughts  of 
Aubreys,  they  no  lefs  attracted  the 
ition  of  the  congregation.  In  the 
rvals  of  the  fervice  all  eyes  were 
ed  upon  the  clergyman's  pew,  which 

fupplied 
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fupplicd  food  for  the  ufual  paflions  of 
curiofity,  admiration,  and  envy;  for  Ma* 
riton,  like  other  places,  had  inhabitants 
of  various  characters :  however,  the  ge- 
neral feature  of  the  day  was  affability. 

In  the  pulpit,  Aubrey  gave  as  much 

fatisfadion  as  in  the  reading*defk.     Hi« 

fermon  was  introductory,  and  the  more 

intereftingas  the  application  of  itmight  be 

confidered  as  peculiarly  relative  to  himfelf 

and  his  hearers.  In  the  firft  part  of  his  dif- 

courfe  he  flared  at  large  the  duties  of  the 

minifter  of  a  parifh  j  and  the  remainder 

of  it  he  devoted  to  a  concife  view  of  the 

religion  he  had  fincerely  embraced   on 

examining   its     evidences,     and  which 

it  behoved  him  to  fupport  and  to  teach. 

The  fubjects  were   connected,  and  he 

treated  them  with  that  fimple  eloquence 

which  is   both  convincing  and  endear* 

ing.     Full  of  the  pious  refolutions  he 

had  formed,  he  had  begun  the  fervice 

with 
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with  unufual  zeal,  and  as  he  pronounced 
the  concluding  blefling,he  looked  around 
him,  and  his  heart  glowed  with  the  fa- 
cred  affections  of  his  office. 

After  church  the  family  received  many 
falutations  from  the  parishioners,  and  were 
vifited  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  dined 
with  Aubrey  and  Arthur  at  Mr.  Dod- 
fon's  table,  and  who  brought  with  them 
feveral  of  their  friends,  both  gentlemea 
and  ladies.  Thefe  Mrs.  Aubrey,  on 
their  admiring  the  organ,  invited  to  re- 
turn in  the  evening,  without  ceremony, 
to  hear  fome  facred  mufic.  Heralds  of 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  they  men- 
tioned the  names  of  the  different  perfons 
who  were  at  church,  rated  their  for- 
tunes, and  briefly  Iketched  their  hif- 
tories.  Except  the  names,  all  that  the 
Aubreys  heard  was  pretty  much  the 
fame  as  they  had  known  in  other  coun- 
try places:  a  few  had  very  large  incomes, 

VOL.  HI.  H  and 
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and  did  not  refide  at  Mariton  more  than 
two  or  three  months  in  the  year;  many 
had  good  incomes,  and  went  away  only 
for  two  or  three  months ;  and  fome  had 
limited  incomes,  and  thefe  fcldom,  if 
ever,  left  the  place.  As  to  character,  a 
few  were  fpoken  of  in  terms  of  the 
higheft  panegyric,  many  were  praifed 
with  a  but,  and  fome  were  fwept  off  with 
a  hint. 

In  all  this  there  was  nothing  fingular, 
but  when  Mrs.  Aubrey  enquired  con- 
cerning the  family  who  fat  in  the  gal- 
lery, in  the  red  pew,  with  the  yellow 
curtains  trimmed  with  filver  fringe ; 
after  a  paufe,  one  of  the  ladies  laid: 
"  The  name  of  the  family  is  Spicer  ;  Mr. 
Spicer  made  a  large  fortune  by  trade,  and 
has  been  purchafing  eftates  in  the  coun- 
ty for  many  years  j  about  five  years 
ago  he  difpofed  of  his  bufmefs,  and 
came  to  refide  at  Spicer-hall.  He  pof- 

fe'fies 
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fefies  much  influence  in  the  affairs  of 
the  county — he  is  a  juftice  of  peace"-— 
"  and  an  orator  at  our  meetings,"  added 
one  of  the'gentlemen,  with  a  fmile.  The 
reft  of  the  vifitors  laughed,  except  a 
young  gentleman,  who  faid,  that  Mifs 
Spicer  was  one  of  the  mod  elegant, 
accomplifhed,  and  charming  girls  in  the 
kingdom.  "  No  doubt,"  faid  the  lady 
who  fpoke  firft,  "  for  (he  has  expecta- 
te  tions  of  at  leaft  thirty  thoufanu  pounds, 
"  and  was  educated  at  one  of  the  moft 
"  eminent  boarding-fchools  in  London, 
"  which  (he  has  lately  left,  and  is  juft 
"  come  down  to  Spicer-hall.  It  is  faid 
'*  me  plays  and  fings  finely." — w  Oh  di- 
"  vinely  !"  cried  her  panegyrift  :  "  J 
*{  have  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  her 
"  feveral  times  fince  her  arrival." — "  I 
"  am  glad  to  hear  it,"  faid  Emily  Au- 
brey. "  She  is  efteemed  a  perfect 
<c  beauty,"  continued  the  lady,  who  now 
H  2  fearing 
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fearing  to  commit  herfelf,  determined 
that  the  reft  of  the  information  refpect- 
ing  the  Spicers  mould  come  from  the 
mouth  of  Mifs  Spicer's  admirer,  to  whom 
fhe  addrtffed  herfelf;  "  and  full  of  life 
"  and  fpirits,  I  think  Mr.  Coding  ?"— 
"Oh  yes!"  replied  he,  "and  replete 
"  with  wit." — ff  Mrs.  Spicer  a  kind 
"  mother?"  —  "Oh!  very  fond  of 
cc  her." — "  Mrs.  Spicer  herfelf  is  a  fine 
"woman."  —  "  Very."  —  "  But  not 
Ct  quite  accordant  with  Mr.  Spicer  ?'*— 
"  Oh  !  hate  one  another  like  cat  and 
«  dog."—"  A  pity  that,  for  the  fake  of 
"  the  family  »  but  I  hope  the  reft  har- 
€t  monize  better." — "  Why,  faith,  fo  fo, 
"  but  I  don't  know  i  I  never  interfere  ; 
'*  however  they  difagrce  one  with  ano- 
"  ther,  they  are  all  unanimous  in  their 
<c  opinion  of  Eudoxia  ;  they  think  her 
"  tl  e  moft  beautiful,  the  moft  accom- 
cc  pliflied,  and  lovelieft  of  women,  as  fhe 
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*  really  is." — f<  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Gof- 
''  ling,  in  the  name  of  the  ladies  pre- 
"  fent."— "  Thank    me  !    for  what  ?— 
;<  O  !  only  for  your  impartial  account  of 
•f  Mifs    Eudoxia    Spicen" —  "Not -at 
«  all,"    replied   Mr.   Coding,  "  I  only 
;t  tell  you  the  truth."     Here  the  com- 
pany laughed.     "  Her  brothers  are  ac- 
c  compiifhcd    too  !" — "  So    fo  !"    faid 
VIr.  Gofling,  "  Bob  Spicer  manages  a 
f  violoncello  very  well,  but  Billy  labours 
;c  at    his    tenor-fiddle."  — "  Does   Mr. 
le  Gofling  play  on  any  inftrument  ?"  faid 
Mrs.  Aubrey.     "  I  am  but  an  indifFer- 
(  ent  mufician,"  replied  Gofling,  «c  but 
f  I  fomctimes  fall  in  with  the  triangle, 

*  ma'am." 

A  general  fmile,  ftifling  a  laugh,  in- 
dicated to  Aubrey,  that  Mr.  G  >fling 
jegan  to  be  in  danger  of  becoming  the 
iuttof  the  company,  a  fituation  in  which 
ic  n«ver  could  bear  to  fee  any  man : 
H  3  the 
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the  errors  of  the  heart  he  thought  fairly 
open  to  raillery,  but  incapacity  he  con- 
fidercd  as  a  misfortune  not  to  be  laughed 
at.  He  communicated,  his  fear  to  Mrs. 
Aubrey  by  a  look,  who  immediately 
changed  the  fubjecl:,  by  faying,  that  (he 
had  been  much  flruck  with  the  coun- 
tenances, modeily,  and  propriety  of  de- 
meanour of  three  ladies,  who  fat  below 
in  a  feat  within  three  of  her  pew. 
"  They  appear  to  me,"  faid  (he,  "  to 
"  be  a  mother  and  daughters — who  arc 
«  they  ?"— "  Oh,"  faid  a  lady,  "  you 
"  mean  Mrs.  and  the  Mifs  Cambridges. 
f(  They  are  good  fort  of  people,  but 
"  they  do  not  vifit  much,  being  in  very 
"  confined  circumftances  j  they  are, 
<f  however,  received  every  where,  and 
"  often  make  morning  calls.  In  the  ab- 
'*  fence  of  Captain  Cambridge,  an  officer 
*'  between  forty  and  fifty,  who  having 
"  ferved  in  the  army  in  India^  where  he 
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"  loft  an  arm,  has  undertaken  a  voyage 
"to  recover  a  large  property  for  the 
"  widow  and  children  of  a  brother 
"  officer,  his  friend  j  his  wife  and  daugh- 
"  ters  are  living  in  a  fmall  neat  box 
"  that  he  built  himfelf,  on  a  piece  of 
"  land  which  unexpectedly  defcend- 
"  ed  to  him,  through  a  diftant  relation, 
"  who  had  purchafed  it  on  purpofe  to 
"  build  upon,  but  had  never  put  his 
"  defign  into  execution.  The  young 
<c  women  are  well  enough,  but  their  fa- 
"  ther  has  always  been  too  poor  to,give 
"them  any  accomplimments."— "  I 
"  think  their  countenances  very  intereft- 
<e  ing  j"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey  :  €<  I  hope 
"  we  (hall  fee  them  at  the  parf  ;nage."— * 
"No  doubt,"  replied  the  lady,  "  they 
"  will  call." 

In   the    reft  of  the   talk  during  this 
morning  vifit,  though  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants were   mentioned,  there  was  no- 
H  4  thing 
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thing  peculiar  in  them  to  arreft  the 
attention  of  the  Aubreys.  The  Spicers 
and  the  Cambridges  feemed  to  be  the 
only  ones  that  had  made  an  impreflion 
on  their  minds  $  and  when  left  to  them- 
felves  they  remarked,  what  a  fame- 
nefs  there  was  in  the  general  view  of 
well-bred  perfons,  who  to  ftrangers  and 
common  acquaintance  maintain  that 
fimilarity  of  character,  which  is  the  re- 
fult  of  fimilar  education,  while  the  ge- 
nuine traits  of  the  mind  are  feldom 
actually  difcovercd  beyond  the  domeftic 
pale,  or  the  circle  of  the  ferious  iranf- 
actions  of  life. 
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CHAPTER     XXXII. 

\n  acctmplljhed  Young  Lady  from  a  Roarding- 
School.  The  Wife  and  uneducated  Daughters 
of  an  Officer  of  the  Army. 

NOVELTY  and  the  genuine  franknefs  of 
he  Aubreys,  failed  not  to  make  a  lively 
nd  favourable  impreffion  on  the  minds 
f  their  firft  vifitors,  who  again  returned 
fter'the  evening  fervice,  to  enjoy  the 
unday  concert  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  offered 
hem.  If  they  were  pleafed  in  the  morn- 
ng  with  the  conciliatory  manners  of 
he  ftrangers,  in  the  evening  they  were 
afcinated  with  their  mufical  powers  -,  and 
he  whole  of  the  enfuing  week,  Mariton 
nd  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  far  and 
;ear,  rung  with  the  report  of  the  acqui- 
H  5  Gdon 
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fition  the  country  had  gained.  Every 
day  brought  company  to  the  parfonage, 
till  all  the  inhabitants  had  paid  the  wel- 
come vifit.  The  houfe  was  in  conftant 
motion  j  all  was  life  and  fpirit,  joy  and 
gratulation.  Never  before  was  poor 
curate  fo  vifited,  but  then  never  before 
did  poor  curate  take  poffefilon  of  his 
curacy  under  like  circumftances.  He 
came,  in  the  firft  place,  as  fole  minifter 
of  the  parifh  i  and  in  the  next,  the  name 
and  connection  of  Aubrey  were  ft  ill  re- 
membered, while  the  extent  of  his  mif- 
fortune  had  not  yet  reached  the  country, 
though  it  was  pretty  generally  known 
that  he  had  had  an  immenfe  lofs.  Th« 
extent  of  the  lofs  was  even  confiderably 
funk  in  the  thoughts  of  the  family  them- 
felves,  by  the  ftrength  of  the  hope  placed 
on  the  friend  (hip  of  Lord  Aynsford  j  a 
hope  that  having  once  received  its  im- 
pulfe  before  they  knew  Dr.  Searle,  was 

fupported 
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upportcd  by  its  original  force,  without 
my  reference  to  the  painful  aflbciation 
vhich  arofe  from  the  affection  he  had 
•xcited  in  their  hearts.  In  fhort,  the 
Aubreys  and  the  parishioners  coincided 
n  viewing  the  fair  fide  of  things. 

At  the  end  of  the  week  the  family 
vere  expre fling  their  furprife  that  they 
lad  fcen  none  of  the  Spicers,  when  a 
hundtring  London  rap  at  the  door  pro- 
rlaimed  fashionable  vificors,  and  Casfar 
bon  after  announced  Mifs  Spirer.  Her 
igurc  was  of  the  middle  fize,  inclining 
o  corpulency,  to  conceal  which  her  ftiff- 
>oned  (lays  was  drawn  as  tight  as  pof- 
ible  about  her  body,  making  a  very 
fifible  abrupt  divifion  of  her  perfon, 
nto  upper  and  lower  protuberances  of 
:onfiderable  magnitude,  and  throwing 
:he  blood  up  into  her  neck  and  face, 
vhere  the  confinement  of  the  circulation 
:ollecling  the  grofs  particles  of  the  habit, 
n  6  threw 
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threw  out  fucceffive  crops  of  pimples. 
Her  features  were  not  common,  yet 
had  nothing  ftriking  either  as  to  beauty 
or  uglinefs  ;  her  light  hair,  obedient  to 
the  power  of  hot  iron,  curled  in  thick, 
fliff  ringlets  over  her  eyes,  which  were 
light  grey  on  a  large  white  orb,  over 
which,  when  (he  winked,  the  licls  had  a 
confiderable  journey  to  make  in  their 
contact  and  retrogreffionj  her  nofe  was 
an  acute  angle,  the  longer  fide  journey- 
ing from  her  front  curls  to  the  point  of 
the  ftiort  fide  which  proceeded  to  the 
formation  of  her  upper  lip  j  her  mouth 
was  wide,  but  her  teeth  were  good, 
which  was  a  gfeat  advantage  to  the 
whole  turnof  her  countenance 3  and  being 
aware  of  this,  me  took  care  that  they 
were  not  often  concealed  by  their  coral 
veils.  Her  nofe  would  have  made  her 
ugly,  her  teeth  counteracted  its  tendency, 
and  to  common  or  partial  obfervers,  the 

beautjr 
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eauty  of  one  part  fpread  beauty  through 
ic  whole.  Her  countenance  was  ex- 
reflive  of  pain,  from  the  prefiure  of  the 
•on  on  her  ftomach,  that  voluntary 
eine  forte  et  dure*,  which  the  mufcles 
nd  nerves  fuffer  in  the  caufe  of  ima- 
,inary  fymmetry :  and  with  the  appear- 
nee  of  pain  the  emotions  of  real  pride 
nd  affected  humility  held  a  divided 
mpire. 

In  (he  walked,  her  hips  rolling  from 
ide  to  fide,  her  bofom  handkerchief 
onfiderably  preceding  her  ceinture,  and 
it  border  of  her  train  two  yardi 
i  the  rear.  Inftead  of  a  curtfey,  flic 
odded  her  head  twice  or  thrice,  and 
s  if  long  acquainted,  faid  j  Cf  How  do 

do, — how  do  do — how  do  do" — her 
ps  drawn  down  on  each  fide  to  difplay 
er  teeth.  She  was  alone.  The  Au- 

*  A  penance  by  the  ancient  law,  for  a  prifone$ 
ho  would  not  anfwer  to  his  arraignment. 
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breys  had  rifen  to  receive  her,  and  Mrs, 
Aubrey,  in  her  ufual  kind  manner,  ex- 
prefied  how  glad  they  were  to  fee  her. 
When  they  were  feated,  addrefilng  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  —  "  My  mother,"  faid  {he, 
"  bade  me  give  her  compliments,  and 
"  tell  you  (he  caught  a  fevere  cold  laft 
"  funday,  which  has  confined  her  ever 
*c  fince,  or  me  would  have  accompanied 
*f  me  to  wait  on  you  to  day."  As  me 
delivered  this  common  sneflage,  (he  gave 
continued  fhort  jirks  of  her  head  for- 
ward, a  gefture  me  thought  expreffive 
of  animation.  In  a  fimilar  ftyle  me 
made  an  apology  to  Aubrey  for  her  fa- 
ther, on  the  fcore  of  bufmefs  j  then 
turning  abruptly  to  Emily,  who  fat  next 
to  her,  faid,  "  How  do  you  like  the 
"  country  ?" — "  I  was  always  fond  of 
"  the  country,"  replied  Emily.  This 
natural  anfwer  called  forth  an  affected 
Jaugh  from  Mifs  Spicer,  who  ended  it 

with 
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with  faying,  "  I  mean  this  country."— 
"  I  beg  your  pardon,"  faid  Emily,  "  I 
"  like  it  very  much." — u  Better  than 
«  London  ?"— "  A  great  deal."  This 
preference  excited  another  laugh  in  the 
accomplifhed  Mifs  Spicer,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  giggling  whenever  me  de- 
tected a  miftake  of  any  kind,  or  felt  the 
fuperiority  of  her  own  tafte  when  con- 
trafted  with  that  of  others.  "  I  love 
*'  London,"  faid  ihe,  "  better  than  any 
<c  place  on  earth,  and  the  more,  becaufe 
"  I  have  feen  fo  little  of  it  yet :  but  I 
"  know  what  a  charming  place  it  is  by 
"  what  I  have  feen,  and  I  hope  I  (hall 
"  be  able  to  perfuade  my  father  to  live 
"  a  great  deal  there,  or  at  leaft  to  let 
««  mamma  and  me." — "  Does  Mrs. 
"  Spicer  like  town  as  well  as  you  do?" 
faid  Mrs.  Aubrey.  Mifs  Spicer  laugh- 
ed— "  She  does  indeed,"  faid  (he,  "  and 
"  often  ftays  there  a  long  time  together 

"  without 
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«  without  papa."—"  I  hope,"  faid  Ar- 
thur, "  that  Mifs  Spicer  will  not  defert 
cc  Mariton  juft  as  we  are  come  to  it."— 
Mifs  Spicer  laughed — "  I  don't  know 
"  how  that  may  be,"  replied  (he,  "  I 
"  am  but  juft  come  myfelf  j  you  mufl 
"  afk  Bob  when  you  fre  him  j  he  is 
<f  vaftly  fond  of  London,  as  every  fa- 
"  Ihionable  young  man  muft  be  j  he  is 
"  very  fafhionable,  is  Bob." — u  Was 
"  that  he  we  faw  at  church  ?"  Mifs 
Spicer  .laughed — cc  What  would  Bob  fay 
"  to  fuch  a  queftion  ?  he  would  not  be 
"  taken  for  Billy  for  the  world  :  Bil'y  is 
"  a  good-tempered  fellow  though ;  now, 
"  he  hates  London,  and  likes  the  coun- 
"  try,  where,  on  account  of  his  broad 
"  moulders,  and  thick  bandy  legs,  he  is 
"  called  the  Honourable  Billy  Spicer : 
Cl  but  Bob  !  Bob  is  juft  what  a  man 
"  ought  to  be :— in  the  army,  well  made, 
<f  handfome,  dcgage  j  learned  to  dance 
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"ofDidelot,  to  fing  of  Kelly,  to  play 
"  the  violoncello  of  Crofdale,  makes 
<f  verfes  like  what's  his  name,  and  fpouts 
"  like  Palmer."—"  He  muft  be  very 
"  accompliflied  indeed,'*  faid  Aubrey, 
fmiling.  Mifs  Spicer  laughed — "  Yes  !" 
faid  me,  "  and  to  diftinguifh  him  from 
"  Billy  every  body  calls  him  the  Right 
"  Honourable." — "  Is  he  in  the  coun- 
"  try  ?  (han't  we  have  the  pleafure  of 
"  feeing  him  ?" — <f  Certainly  ;"  replied 
Mifs  Spicer  :  "  he  went  from  to*n  to 
«c  Newmarket,  and  we  expect  him  very 
«  foon  here."—"  We  (hall  long  to  fee 
"  this  accomplifhed  brother  of  yours," 
faid  Mrs.  Aubrey, ««  but  in  the  mean  time 
"  will  not  Mr.  William  Spicer  favour  us 
"  withavifit?"— "  To  be  fure !  Oh !  Billy 
"  is  very  much  of  a  gentleman,  though 
"  he  is  not  fo  elegant  in  his  perfon  as 
"Bob."  She.  then  began  to  pull  the 
neighbours  to  pieces  in  the  ufual  way, 

to 
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to  divert  her  from  which;  "MifsSpicer," 
faid  Emily  Aubrey,  <c  we  have  heard 
"of  your  excellence  in  muficj  I 
"  hope — " — "  Is  your  piano  in  tune  ?>J 
"  faid  Mifs  Spicer,  rifing  and  going  to 
the  inftrument,  then  without  waiting 
for  an  anfwer  continued,  "  You  play ! 
"  don't  you  ?" — <c  I  am  learning,*'  re- 
plied Emily.  "  How  long  have  you 
"  learned  ?" — "  I  think  I  may  fay  all 
<f  my  life." — (t  Who  was  your  matter?" 
faid  Mifs  Spicer,  ftriking  the  chords.  "  1 
<c  have  principally  learned  of  mamma." 
— •"  Oh!  only  of  your  mammal  Will  you 
*'  fing  ?  what  mall  I  play  for  you  ?** — 
"  Here  is  a  volume  of  Handel." — 
"Oh!  I  can't  bear  him."— "  What 
"  fhall  I  give  you  then  ?"  faid  ^mily, 
naming  the  works  of  feveral  authors, 
"  Have  you  got  the  Soldier  tired  oj 
«  war's  alarms  ?"  faid  Mifs  Spicer, 
Artaxerxes  was  immediately  produced, 

anc 
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d  Mifs  Spicer  played  the  fymphony 
the  fong ;  during  which  poor  Emily, 
ferving  the  performer  to  be  inaccu- 
:e  in  her  time,  and  meditating  an  apo- 
>y  for  herfelf,  was  fufpended  between 
:  apprehenfion  of  offending,  and  the 
uctance  to  creating  difcord,  when  (he 
is  happily  relieved  from  her  dilemma, 
rinding  that  (he  was  totally  forgotten 
Mifs  Spicer,  who,  at  the  conclufion 
the  fymphony,  began  the  fong,  and 
:nt  completely  through  it,  without  once 
sing  her  eyes  off  the  book.  Her  voice 
is  good,  except  in  her  attempts  to  raife 
to  the  very  high  notes  of  this  fcreaming 
avura  of  Arne's,  and  there  (be  mifera- 
y  failed,  though  (he  preflfed  her  epi- 
ottis  as  clofe,  and  opened  her  jaws  as 
de  as  (he  could.  The  Aubreys  fur- 
ifedat  its  going  off  fo  well,  applauded 
r  fincerely.  She  fmiled  audibly,  and 
ntinuing  in  the  feat,  faid,  "  Now  Mifs 

«c  Aubrey." 
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"  Aubrey."  Emily  in  vain  begged  to 
be  excufed,  offering  to  accompany  her- 
ftlf  on  the  harp  in  fome  other  air.  Mifs 
Spicer  infifted  on  having  the  pleafure  of 
accompanying  her  in  the  fame  fong,  and 
began  without  ceremony.  Though  (he 
had  hcrftlf  reconciled  the  meafure  of 
the  mutilated  minims  and  crotchets,  play- 
ing  exactly  as  (he  fung,  it  was  impoffiblc 
for  Emily  to  do  it,  as  (he  had  no  guide 
but  the  time  fixed  by  the  author,  confe- 
quemly  before  (he  had  half  fwelled  the 
minim  over  the  firft  fyllable  of  the  word 
Joldier,  the  piano-forte  was  jigging  away 
the  quavers  of  th,e  word  tired.  Emily 
flopped,  and  again  declared  her  inabi- 
lity to  execute  the  air.  Mifs  Spicer, 
underftanding  her  literally,  and  confci- 
ous  of  her  own  fuperiority,  laughed, 
fhut  the  book,  and  faid,  tc  Never  mind, 
"  my  dear,  we  (hall  do  better  another 
"  time,  don't  be  difheanened,  for  it  is  a 

"  very 


AUBREY.  165 

c<  very  difficult  fong."  The  Aubreys 
could  not  help  fmiling,  and  Arthur,  who 
was  ftanding  behind  her,  fhrugged  up 
his  moulders  j  "  Come  Emily,"  faid 
he,  "  fmg — "  —  "It  is  later  than  I 
"  thought,"  cried  Mifs  Spicer,  rifing 
and  interrupting  Arthur, — "  I  fhall  have 
*'  the  pieafure  of  hearing  Mifs  Aubrey 
"  another  time.  I  hope  we  fhall  fee 
"  you  at  Spicer- Hall  ;" — then  with  the 
jirking  familiar  nod,  which  from  the  ufe 
of  it  by  her  and  her  brother,  the  Colonel, 
had  obtained  the  name  of  the  Spicer 
nod,  faid  "  Good  dav,  good  bye,"  and 
out  (he  walked,  ftiffly  poking  her  chefl 
forward,  and  majeftically  rolling  in  the 
rear,  juft  as  (he  walked  in. 

"  Bravo  !"  cried  Arthur  ;  "hey  for 
"  affectation  and  felf-conceit !  how  good 
<f  and  compaffionate  me  was  to  yon, 
"  Emily  !  we  Jhall  4»  if  better  another 
"  time— don't  be  disheartened — //  is  a 

"  difficult 
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"  difficult  fong—  I'll  tell  you  what;  we 
"  will  have  our  revenge  of  her  the  very 
"  firft  evening  we  fpend  in  her  com- 
"  pany,  for  you  (hall  fing  thejoldier,  and 
ff  Arthurina  (hall  play  the  accompani- 
"  ment."  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls 
laughed.  "  She  richly  deferves  to  be 
"  mortified,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  but  I  do 
"  not  like  your  motive,  Arthur.  What 
<f  triumph  can  our  minds  have  in  fuch  a 
*e  revenge  ?  it  would  be  loft  in  the  dif- 
««  grace  of  the  conteft."  — "  I  do  not 
"  mean,  my  dear  fir,"  faid  Arthur, 
"  that  my  fifter  mould  contend  with 
«*  Mifs  Spiccr,  but  check  her  conceit."—- 
u  1  fear,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  chat  in 
Ci  doing  that,  Emily  would  only  raife  a 
"  worfe  paflion,  of  which  you  favar  Mifs 
"  Spicer  has  the  feeds  in  her  mind  by 
c<  the  manner  (he  had  begun  to  talk  of 
<f  her  neighbours  before  your  fifter  turn- 
"  ed  the  fubject  to  mufic.  I  never  met 

"  a  young 
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"  a  young  woman  who  flood  in  more 
"  need  of  admonition,  but  irritation  and 
cc  expofure  feldom  effect  a  reform.  In 
<c  time,  when  we  have  been  longer  ac- 
*f  quainted,  I  (hall  perhaps  find  proper 
"  occafions  to  admonim  without  pro- 
"  yoking  her.  It  is  my  dutyj  but  it 
"  muft  be  done  delicately,  and  who 
"  knows  but  we  may  have  the  fatif- 
"  fa&ion  of  feeing  her  become  wife  and 
<f  amiable  ?"  As  he  fpoke,  Caefar  an- 
nounced Mrs.  and  the  Mils  Cambridges. 
Mrs.  Cambridge  was  a  middle-aged 
woman,  rather  above  the  common  fize, 
well  formed,  and  poffcfled  of  a  very 
pleafing  cf>uiUenance  j  her  daughters 
were  tall,  unfettered,  handfome,  and 
prepoffHIing.  Sophia,  the  elder,  had 
rather  more  animation  in  her  features 
than  her  fifter  Mary  Ann,  whofe  face 
and  mein  exprelkd  timidicy.  They 
entered  the  room  with  as  much  cafe  as  if 

bred 
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bred  at  a  court,  at  the  fame  time  with  that 
propriety  of  demeanour  which,  attracting 
Mrs.  Aubrey's  notice  at  church,  had 
left  a  favourable  imprefllon  that  was  now 
comfirmed  by  their  appearance.  "  We 
<f  come,"  faid  Mrs.  Cambridge,  advanc- 
ing towards  Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  to  pay  you 
c<  our  vi(it  of  ceremony,  and  in  delaying 
"  it  till  to-day  we  were  influenced  by 
«f  the  hope  of  finding  you  more  difen- 
**  gaged  than  you  would  have  been 
«'  earlier  in  the  week  j  thefe  are  my 
'*  daughters,  Mifs  Cambridge  and  Mary 
"  Ann."  Mrs.  Aubrey  allured  her  fhe 
was  happy  to  fee  her,  and  the  whole 
party  having  interchanged  falutations, 
and  taken  their  feats,  Aubrey  faid  he 
hoped  in  the  courfe  of  no  long  time  to 
have  the  plealure  of  Captain  Cambridge's 
acquaintance.  "  Indeed  I  am  afraid  it 
"  will  be  long,"  replied  (he  j  "  his 
*«  friend  Major  Edwards  left  him  guar- 

"  dian 
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*«  dian  to  his  Tons,  and  truftee  of  their 
«<  fortunes ;  they  are  grown  up  young 
<e  men.  After  receiving  a  good  educa- 
f<  tion  in  England  they  returned  to 
*f  India,  and  found  their  father  dead, 
"  leaving  the  will  he  had  made  while 
"  we  were  there  unaltered.  Mrs.  Ed- 
"  wards  was  ignorant  of  bufinefs,  and 
"  my  hufband's  prefence  was  confidered 
"  as  neceflary,  not  only  to  The  arrange- 
t(  ment  of  their  affairs,  but  to  the  very 
<c  falvation  of  their  fortune.  Cam- 
"  bridge,  who  would  think  nothing  of 
"  going  through  fire  to  fcrve  a  friend, 
"  thought  as  little  of  the  water  betweea 

•*j 

"  this  and  Bengal.  He  grieved  to  leave 
"  us,  but  it  was  a  duty  -,  he  would  have 
"  taken  us  with  him  had  it  been  pof- 
tc  fible.  He  has  been  gone  two  years, 
"  and  I  fear  another  will  not  bring 
"  him  back." — "  His  conduit  is  very 
"  noble,"  faid  Aubrey.  "  No  wonder,'* 
VOL,  ir r.  i  replied 
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replied  fhe,  "  for  he  is  in  every  thing  a 
"  noble  fellow." 

The  unaffected  ftyle,  and  evident  fm- 
cerity  of  this  eulogy,  more  than  atoned 
in  the  minds  of  the  Aubreys  for  the 
breach  of  that  cuftom  which  prohibits 
the  commendation  of  near  relations  j  it 
exalted  her.  But  Mrs.  Cambridge  was 
.not  ignorant  of  the  cuftom.  "  Forgive 
"  me,"  faid  fhe,  •**  your  obfervation 
"  drew  from  me  the  fentiment  of  my 
"  heart,  but  do  not  therefore  think  us 
«•  felf-praifers." — "  Nothing  is  eafier/* 
laid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  than  to  diftinguifli 
*'  between  vain-glory  and  the  natural 
"  amiable  impulfe  of  the  foul.  I  mould 
«*  be  forry  to  have  loft  this  inftance  of 
"  the  latter." — "  If  he  live  to  return," 
replied  Mrs.  Cambridge,  elated  by  this 
fentiment,  "  you  will  find  him  fully 
'•juftifying  it." — "  We  mifs  him  very 
"  much,"  added  Mifs  Cambridge,  "  he 

"has 
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*•'  has  feena  great  deal  of  the  world,  and 
**  is  fo  fennble  and  fo  cheerful."     This 
cffufion  of  the  daughter's   was  no  lefs 
pleafing  than  that  of  the  wife,  and  its 
effect  was  very   vifible  in  the  counte- 
nances of  the  Aubreys.     "  Were  you 
«*  abroad  with  your  papa  :"   fai  •  Arthu- 
rina  to   Mary  Ann.      u  Yes,"  Hie  re- 
plied,  "  we  were .  in  Bengal  near  three 
"  years  when  we  were  very  young,  bur 
««  he  did  not  like  that  we  fhould  grow 
"  up  in   India,  and  mamma  brought  us 
"  home." — "  Dear  !"  cried  Emily,  "  it 
<€  mufl  have  been  dreadful  to  part!"— • 
"It  was   indeed,   Mifs  Aubrey,"   faid 
Mrs.  Cambridge,  **  and  particularly  as 
"  there  was  a  mifunderftanding  between 
"  the  government  and  one  of  the  moft 
"  powerful  Nabobs  of  the  country.     It* 
"  foon  after  broke  out  into  hoftilhies,  in 
Cf  the    courfe  of  which  Captain  Cam- 
"  bridge  received  a  wound,  by  which  he 
i  2  «  loft 
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"  loft  an  arm.  This  misfortune,  how- 
<c  ever,  reftored  him  to  us  the  fooner : 
"  we  were  not  above  eighteen  months 
"  home  before  he  rejoined  us,  and  was 
**  put  upon  half- pay.  We  then  lived 
•'  in  France  for  fome  time,  till  inheriting 
•"  from  one  relation  a  fmall  piece  of 
"  land  in  this  village,  and  receiving  a 
"  legacy  in  confequence  of  the  will  of 
<c  another,  he  determined  to  fettle  here. 
"He  built  the  houfe  we  live  in,  and 
"  laid  out  our  little  garden  himfelf." — 
"  I  wifh  he  would  come  back,"  cried 
Arthur-William,  who  was  a  phyfiog- 
nomift  by  nature,  and  perceived  in 
the  faces  of  the  Cambridges  the  at- 
taching lines  of  affection.  "  He 
"  will,  my  love,  by  and  by,"  faid  Mrs. 
Cambridge,  putting  out  her  hand  with 
a  fmilc  to  Arthur-William,  who  ran  and 
ihock  hands  with  her.  "  You  talk 
"  French  then,"  faid  Emily  to  Mifs 

Cambridge. 
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Cambridge.  "  We  have  no  opportu- 
"  nity,"  replied  me, <c  to  talk  herej  but 
"  we  drive  to  keep  it  up  among  otii> 
te  fclves,  to  pleafe  my  father,  who  wilhes 
"  that  we  fhould  not  lofe  what  we 
"  learned  abroad."—"  Docs  not  Mifs 
"  Spicer  fpeak  French  ?"  faid  Mrs; 
Aubrey.  "We  have  heard  that  (he 
"  does,"  replied  Mifs  Cambridge,  "  buc 
"  me  has  not  been  here  above  fix  weeks^ 
"  and  we  have  met  her  only  twice."— 
«  They  fay,'*  cried  Arthur,  "  that  (lie 
"  is  very  accomplifhed." — <c  We  have 
"  heard  fo,"  faid  Mils  Cambridge, 
"  and  particularly  that  (he  excels  in 
"  mufic  ;  but  we  are  no  judge?,  if  we 
"  had  even  beea  favoured  with  an  op- 
tc  portunity  of  judging.  We  have  been 
"told  to  expect  much  gratification  here 
"  in  that  delightful  attainment."  — 
"•We  are  all  fond  of  mufic,"  faid  Mrs. 
:ey,  4C  and  cultivate  it  in  confe- 
i  3  {C  quen.ce. 


174  A  U  R  RE  V. 

'*  quenre   with   great  perfeverance.      T 
"  crulr,   however,  we  make  it  an  inno- 
'*  cent  pur  fair,  by  not  negleaing  more 
"  material  ones  for  it ;  for  however  rated 
"  it  may  be  as  an  accomplifhmenr,    ic 
"  can  only   be  valuable   as  an    amufo 
"  mcnt.     As  fuch  alone  we  eflcem  it, 
<c  and  as  fuch  it  affords  a  purepleafure; 
"  but  as  an  accomplishment  ic  certainly 
<c  does  not  deferve  the  place  it  holds  in 
"  fociety." — "  Accompliihments/'  faid 
Aubrey,   who   inftantly  perceived   and 
accorded  with  his  wife's  defign,  <{  which 
"  depend  on  the  acutenefs  of  the  fenies, 
"  rank  far  beneath  the  loweft  intel!ec- 
"  tual  attainments.      Moral   reafonings 
"  imprefled    upon    the    mind  j    an    ac- 
Cf  quaintancc  with    the   appearances   of 
<c  nature,  with  the  hiftory  of  nations  and 
*f  diftinguiflied  perfons,  with  the  diver- 
<(  fions,   cuftoms,  and   manners  of  the 
"  world  j  a  turn  for  poetry,  a  knowledge 

"  of 
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"'of  languages  ;  even  reading  and  wri- 
"  ting  well,  are  furely  infinitely  more 
"  valuable  than  mulic  and  dancing,  which 
"  are  fo  highly  appreciated.  The  whole 
"  merit  of  thefe  confifts  in  the  p  jficfTi  >n 
"  of  a  good  eye,  a  good  ear,  and  lupple 
"  limbs  j  whoever  inherits  fu  :h  perfoml 
**  qualities  from  nature,  will  be  eafi'y 
"  made  proficients  accGrd;:;~;y :  ouc  In- 
"  telledtual  accomplifnments  require  a 
"  union  of  fuperior  faculties  with  in- 
"  duftry,  and  give  a  higher  relilh  to 
**  fociety.  It  is  laughable  to  obfcrv^ 
Cf  the  effefls  of  the  rage  for  teaching 
"  muficj  ear  or  no  ear,  voice  or  no 
**  voice,  every  Mils  muft  play  an  i  fing 
"  to  the  total  obftruflion  of  all  conver- 
*f  fation,  and  generally  to  the  dire  annoy. 
"  ance  of  every  ear  tuned  to  harmony. 
*{  Who  would  not  rather  be  able  to  re- 
"  peat  a  fine  poem,  and  to  enjoy  its 
**  beauties,  than  to  play  the  finelt  fonata 
i  4.  u  that-. 
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<k  that  ever  was  compofcd  r"  Mrs. 
Cambridge  looked  at  her  daughters  with 
a  pleafure  (he  thought  underftood  algne 
by  them,  but  without  aflenting  or  dif- 
fenting  to  Aubrey's  remarks,  (he  faid 
that  neither  (he  nor  her  daughters  had 
any  fkill  in  the  fcience  of  mufic,  but  that  ic 
was  always  a  great  gratification  to  them, 
and  (he  thought  it  a  defirable  accom- 
plifhment.  • 

Aubrey  dwelt  on  the  fupcriority  of 
books  and  rational  converfation,  and, 
with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  imper- 
ceptibly drew  forth  the  talents  of  the 
Mifs  Cambridges,  whofe  converfadoa 
became  extremely  interefling,  and  far 
exceeded  the  expectation  of  the  Aubreys. 
They  were  not  only  well  verfed  in  the 
works  of  Pope,  Thomfon,  Gray,  and 
Goldfmith,  but  (poke  with  delight  and 
intelligence  of  many  parts  of  Paradife 
Loft,  a  favourite  of  their  father's,  who 

took 
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took  great  pleafure  in  the  fublime  battles 
between  the  angels  and  the  devils.  They 
quoted    fome   of   the     mod    beautiful 
pdffages  cf  Shakfpeare,   and  fupportrd 
their  remarks  by  allufions  to  the  fenri- 
ments  of  celebrated  authors ;  but  thefc 
were  made  without  the  flighted  degree 
of  pedantry,   as  arifing  from  the  intercft 
of  the  fubjtft  and  a  lively  recollection, 
and  had  not  the  flighted  appearance  of 
an  affected  difplay  of  a  little  learning. 
Some  obfervations  on   the   concluding 
danzas  of  the  celebrated  Odes  of  Dryden 
and  Pope,  refpeding  the  different  effects 
attributed  by  them  to  the  powers  of  the 
divine  inventrefs  of  the  organ,  again  led 
to  the  fubjecl:  of   mufic.     It  was  agreed 
to  confirm  the  general  preference  given 
to  Dryden's  performance,  becaufe  it  had 
been  judly  faid,  that  <f  the  paffions  ex- 
cited by  him,  are  the  pleafures  and  pains 
of  real  life,  whereas  the  fcene  of  Pope 
j  5  was 
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was  laid  in  imaginary  exiftence ;  Pope 
was  read  with  calm  acquiefcence,  Dry- 
den  with  delight ;  Pope  hung  upon  the 
ear,  and  Dryden  found  the  paflfes  of  the 
mind  j"  but  Mifs  Cambridge  thought 
that  there  was  no  pafiligc  in  Dryden's  to 
compare  with  the  plfturc  given  to  the 
mind  by  thele  lines: 

When  the  full  organ  joins  the  tuneful  choir 

Immortal  powers  incline  their  ear  : 
Borne  on  the  {Welling  notes  our  fouls  afpire^ 
While  folemn  airs  improve  the  facred  fire  ; 
And  angels  lean  from  heav'n  to  hear. 

c<  True,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  but  was  not 
"  the  hint  taken  from  the  other  ode  ? 

"  She  drew  an  angel  down." 

"  It  may  be,"  replied  (he,  "  but  does 
"  that  give  fo  divine  an  idea  as  angels 
"  leaning  from  heaven  to  hear  .?"—."  I 
"  think  with  you,  Mifs  Cambridge," 

faid 
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faid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  <(  that  the  inclining 
"  of  a  celeftial  hoft  is  not  matched, 
<e  and  that  the  invention  of  the  vocal 
*'  frame  is  more  honoured  by  it,  than 
"  by  the  defcent  of  a  fingle  angel."— - 
"  It  was  an  obvious  thought  too,"  ob- 
ferved  Mrs.  Cambridge ;  "  for  it 
ft  feems  naturally  fuggefted  by  facred 
"  fongs  accompanied  on  the  organ, 
"which,  when  well  played,  almoft  gi  't-s 
"•an  idea  beyond  that  of  liitening.  The 
"  founds  of  the  inftrument  being  vocal, 
"it  requires  no  very,  great  ftretch  of 
"  imagination  to  fuppofe  the  heavenly 
"  choir  joining  in  the  anthem." — "  The 
"  idea  is  fublime,"  faid  Aubrey,  (t  and 
"  if  it  could  be  generally  diffufed  during 
**  an  oratorio,  would  heighten  the  glow 
**  produced  by  the  grand  chorufcs  of 
"•Handel."  Here  the  fubject  turning 
upon  the  voice,  from  Dryden's  dcfcrib- 
ing  the  organ  as  a  vocal  frame,  Aubrey 
1.6  declared 
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declared  a  decided  preference  to  the 
human  voice  above  all  inftruments,  and 
afked  Mrs.  Cambridge  if  the  Mifs 
Cambridges  fung.  She  faid  that  they 
had  never  learned  any  kind  of  mufic, 
but  that  they  had  a  good  ear,  and  their 
voices  had  been  fometimes  much  praifed. 
She  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  judge,  but 
to  her  they  feemed  very  fweet.  This 
produced  a  rtqueft  which  was  accorded 
without  hefi cation,  and  the  Aubreys 
were  charmed  to  hear  the  fitters  fing 
together,  not  only  in  very  melodious 
tones,  but  with  juft  harmony.  In  re- 
turn, Emily  and  Arthurina  fung.  to  the 
piano-forte,  accompanied  by  Arthur's 
violoncello  j  after  which  Mrs.  Cam- 
bridge, however  delighted,  recollected 
that  me  had  far  exceeded  the  limits  of  a 
firft  call  of  ceremony  ;  and,  having  ex- 
prefled  her  pleafure,  and  flayed  till  her 
daughters  had  given  way  to  their  rapture, 

rofe 
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rofe  to  go,  begging  Mrs.  Aubrey  to 
lay  the  blame  of  her  long  vifit  on  thole 
who  had  been  the  caufe  of  her  forgetting 
time.  Emily  and  Arthurina  fhook 
hands  in  a  friendly  manner  with  the 
lifters,  and  the  whole  family,  thoughtlefs 
of  ceremony,  accompanied  the  Cam- 
bridges  to  the  door,  where  they  parted 
with  fmiles,  and  mutual  aflurances  of  a 
defire  to  cultivate  a  friendship.  The 
Aubreys  returned  to  the  fitting-room, 
overflowing  with  the  praifes  of  thefe 
well-enough,  unaccomplijhed  young  wo- 
men, and  their  amiable  mother. 


CHAP. 
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CHATTER   XXXIII. 

Refolutions  depending  on  the  Will  of  others 
feldom  eafily  executed,  f^iftti  from  more  of 
the  Spicer  Family.  Emphatic  Looks  and 
Cecijbcos.  A  Party  to  Warwick  A  Ctn- 
verfazione  and  Concert  at  Spwr-Hall.  TL'e 
Danger  of  Znvy  and  Stijf  Stays  together, 

1  HE  vifits  received  by  the  Aubreys 
were  all  returned,,  and  in  the  ufual  pro- 
grefs  of  time  the  family  were  eftabliihed 
on  an  agreeable  and  eafy  footing  with . 
the  inhabitants  of  Mariton  and  the 
neighbouring  places.  They  never  once 
thought  of  the  Dirks,  the  Vultures,  or 
the  Grinaways,  who  had  feats  at  different 
and  diftant  parts  of  the  country,  bur, , 
according  to  their  ufual  characters,  en- 
joyed 
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joyed  time  as  it  patted,  innocently,  and 
doing  all  the  good  in  their  power.  Au- 
brey, adhering  to  the  refolutions  he  had 
formed,  not  only  vifited  the  rich,  but 
every  clafs  of  his  parifhioners,  on  the 
principle  of  duty.  Among  the  former, 
however,  he  foon  found  the  pales  of  in- 
dependence, and  the  barriers  of  habit 
oppofcd  to  all  his  defigns  of  admonition. 
His  religion  was  repelled  to  the  defk 
and  the  pulpit;  there  he  was  attended 
to  and  admired ;  but  at  table,  anJ  in 
company,  he  found  that  he  mud  be  Mr. 
Aubrey,  or  the  parfonj  courted*  for 
feftive  qualities,  or  quizzed  for  fanctity. 
Among  the  lower  orders  he  found  a 
fpirit  of  metaphyfical  and  political  en- 
quiry, combined  with  a  warped  imagi- 
nation and  a  defective  logic,  the  ofF- 
fprings  of  debating  clubs  eftablimed  at 
Loughborough  and  other  towns,  that 
no  lefs  fenced  off  in  private  the  moral 

and 
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and  religious  interference  of  the  rn'mifli-r, 
and  penned  up  his-  miniftry  within  the 
walls  of  his  church.,  which  on. various 
motives  was  conftantly  attended  by  moft 
of  the  inhab.tants. .  Aubrey,  however, 
determined  not  to  be  difcouraged,  for  as 
Rome  was  not  bulk  in  a  day,  neither 
was  Mariton  to  be  made  another  Mel- 
ford  without  time,  and  the  influence  of 
fuch  a  rniniftry  as  that  of. the  Greys.. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  focial  civilities  of 
their  neighbours,   the  family  foui  d  dif- 
fident  refources  of  variety  when  they 
left  their  ftudies,  and  were  difpofed  for 
company.     By  fome  they  were  attracted 
more  than  by  others, .  according  to  the. 
approximating   degrees   of  the    mental 
affinities.    With  none  were  they  inclined 
to  unite  more  completely  than  with  the 
Cambridges  j.  yet  though,  when  they  met, 
the  attraction  feemed  mutual  j  the  fteady 
adherence  of  Mrs.  Cambridge  to  the 

rules 
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rules  fhe  had  laid  down  on  parting  with 
her  hufband,  was  an  obstruction  to  fre- 
quent vifits.  The  Aubreys  loved  the 
Cambridges  more,  and  faw  them  lefs> 
than  any  other  of  their  neighbours.  Nor 
were  the  Spicers  at  firft  very  ardent 
vifitors.  When  Emily  and  Arthurina 
returned  Mifs  Spicer's  vifit  (he  was  not 
at  home,  and  it  was  full  a  fortnight  after 
before  either  her  father  or  mother  ap- 
peared at  the  parfonage. 

On  the  arrival,  however,  of  Col.  Bob 
Spicer,  who,  on  hearing  of  the  beauty 
and  accomplimments  of  Emily  Aubrey 
from  fome.  of  the  inhabitants,  wifhed  to 
form  an  intimacy  between  the  families, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer  had  feparately  on 
the  fame  morning  called.  Mr.  Spicer 
\vas  neicher  tall  nor  fhort,  but  fquare 
built,  and  inclined  to  corpulency.  His 
countenance,  in  fpite  of  an  habitual,,  hy- 
pocritical 
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pocritical  fmile,  was  expreffive  of  a  tur- 
bulent fpirit,  and  a  defigning  foul ;  his 
eyes  rolled  from  fide  to  fide  when  he 
fpoke,  as  if  the  motion  of  them  were 
necefiary  to  fecnre  his  ideas,  and  aflift  in 
giving  them  birth,  anti  his  under  lip,, 
of  a  difproportioned  magnitude,  hung 
cushioned  on  his  chin.  Though  igno- 
rant of  almoft  every  thing  but  the  b»f:~- 
nefs  by  which  he  made  his  fortune,  he 
had  a  great  ambition  to  be  confidered  as 
a  man  of  very  fuperior  intellect,  which 
led  him  to  a  conceit  that  he  poflcfled 
eloquence  enough  to  gain  the  admi- 
ration of  country  people,  though  his  at- 
tempts never  failed  to  expofe  his  igno- 
rance, and  render  him  ridiculous.  He 
was  of  too  much  importance  to  make  a 
long  vifitj  he  converfcd  on  wool  and 
cloths  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  on  tolls  and 
highways  with  Aubrey,  took  no  notice  of 

any. 
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any  other  perfon  in  the  family,  and  left 
them  in  a  hurry  to  attend  a  veftry  on 
bufinefs  relative  to  parifh  rates. 

Mrs.  Spicer  was  of  a  very  diffimilar 
character,  except  in  the  conceit  of  fupe- 
rior  parts  3  but  then  the  objects  of  it 
were  of  a  different  nature  from  thofe 
of  her  hufband's :  fine  writing,  poetry, 
correct  pronunciation,  emphatic  words, 
accompanied  by  emphatic  looks,  French 
and  Italian,  and  an  independent  taftc  for 
drawing  and  mufic,  though  (he  neither 
drew  nor  played,  were  the  accompliflr 
ments  on  which  ihe  prided  herfelf.  This 
pride  was  dill  exceeded  by  perfonal 
vanity.  Her  perfon  vied  with  that  of 
her  daughter  in  tightnefs  and  abrupt 
protuberances,  but  on  a  much  larger 
fcale.  The  features  of  her  face  were 
ill  aflbrted  :  (he  had  a  fmall  nofe  be- 
tween large  cheeks,  and  thin  lips  with 
a  wide  mouth,  which  never  opened  over 

Left 
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lefs  than  the  whole  of  the  upper  gum ; 
but  the  natural  effect  of  thefe  deformities 
was  confiderably  counteracted  by  her 
eyes,  which  were  good  both  in  fhape  and 
colour,  and,  like  her  daughter's  teetn, 
were  to  common  obfcrvers  a  fufficient 
paflport  for  the  lady's  pretenfions.  What 
however  mod  diftinguilhed  Mrs.  Spicer 
in  her  own  opinion  from  the  vulgar 
herd,  were  the  acutenefs  of  her  feel- 
ings, and  the  delicacy  of  her  fentiments, 
and  (he  had  always  confequently  her 
mental  attachments ;  one  particular  per- 
fon  in  her  confidence  on  all  topics  of 
the  foul,  with  whom  alone  fhe  com* 
merced  by  emphatic  looks  in  company, . 
and  in  private  by  the  uninterrupted  flow 
of  congenial  thought  in  exprtfliye  lan- 
guage. Of  thefc  attachments  Mrs. . 
Spicer  h -d  had.  many,,  but- never  more 
than  one  at  a  time,  except  once,  and 
finding  it  h.couipttiblc,  l"h.e  £ave  up  OPS 

of 
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•of  them.  The  ufual  changes  of  thefe 
particular  friends  were  produced  by  fome 
capricious  interference  of  her  hufband, 
fome  unexpected  detection  of  a  diflimi- 
larity  of  fentiment,  or  fome  offer  of  a 
more  agreeable  cecifbeo,  for  the  honour 
of  which  office  there  had  been  more  than 
one  conteft  •>  but  whether  thefe  arofe  from 
admiration  of  the  lady,  or  of  the  valu- 
able prefents  (he  was  known  to  make  to 
her  bofom  companions,  was  never  clearly 
decided.  Mr.  Gofling  was  her  prefent 
commercer.  She  brought  him  with  her 
from  London  the  year  before,  while 
Mifs  Spicer  was  at  fchool,  and  with 
whom  he  managed  alfo  to  keep  upon 
good  terms  ;  his  praifes  being  liberally 
beftowed  upon  her,  with  Mrs.  Spicer's 
confent,  who,  far  from  being  jealous  of 
her  daughter's  perfections,  was  proud 
of  them,  as  being  chiefly  derived 
from  herfelf.  Gofling  was  a  fimple, 

good- 
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good-tempered  fellow,   refolved  not  to 
make  enemies,  and  generally  fuccefsful 
in  making  friends,   by  combining  with 
inferior  abilities   the    habit  of  praifing 
with  fome  (kill.      He  was  laughed  at 
and    liked.     When   Mrs.   Spicer  paid 
her  firft  vifit  at  the  parfonage  he  at- 
tended her,  and  aftonifhed  the  Aubreys 
by  the  perfeverance  with  which  he  re- 
turned her  emphatic  looks,  during  the 
iliort  converfation  that  took  place,  in 
which    (he  difplayed  the   {lores  of  her 
mind.     Having  had  all,  or  moft  of  the 
talk  to  herfelf,   (he  went  away  highly 
pleafed  with  the  Aubreys,  who  the  very 
next  morning  received  cards  of  invita- 
tion to  a  converjazione  that  day  week,  to 
be  followed  by  a  concert. 

Scarcely  was  the  anfwer  accepting  the 
invitation   written,    when   an    agreeable 
voice  finging  was  heard  in  the  hall,  and 
immediately  after  Col.  Spicer  was  an- 
nounced. 
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nounced.  He  did  not  give  over  Ting- 
ing till  he  was  quite  in  the  room.  He 
was  a  little  well-made  man,  and  his 
countenance  would  have  been  a  pleafing 
one,  had  it  not  been  for  a  certain  arch- 
nefs  he  invariably  fported  in  his  left  eye, 
the  corner  of  which  was  for  ever  on  a 
half  wink,  while  a  fcemingly  fignificant 
fmile  perfevered  in  potieffion  of  the 
correfpondent  corner  of  his  mouth,  and 
for  the  beard  left  on  each  fide  of  his 
face,  defcending  in  whifkers,  and  dimi- 
nifhing  as  they  defcended,  from  an  inch 
in  breadch  to  a  point  almoft  reaching 
his  chin.  He  was  drefled  in  a  plain 
green  frock,  cut  off  behind  in  the  utmoft 
extravagance  of  the  faibion,  while  a  (liff 
cape  almoft  towered  above  his  powdered 
head.  Over  three  diftinct  underwaift- 
coats  he  wore  one  of  buff  cafimere,  the 
bottom  of  which  met  the  top  of  his 
buckfkin  breeches  acrofs  his  cheft.  His 
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buckfkins  buttoned  over  the  calves  of 
his  legs,  the  reft  of  which  was  covered 
with  a  fleih-coloured  filk  flocking,  and 
a  flipper  tied  with  a  firing  for  a  (hoe  ; 
a  round  hat  and  whip  in  his  hand,  and  a 
quizzing  glafs  fufpended  to  his  neck  by 
a  black  ribbon,  and  bobbing  about  on 
his  leather  waiftband,  completed  the 
perfon  of  the  Right  Honourable  Bob 
Spicer.  He  faluted  the  Aubreys  with 
the  Spicer  nod,  and  addrefied  them  with 
all  the  familiarity  of  old  acquaintance, 
ogling  Emily  and  her  mother  by  turns, 
and  not  knowing  on  which  to  beftow 
the  greater  (hare  of  what  admiration  he 
had  to  fpare  from  himfelf.  He  talked  of 
their  drefs,  of  their  rofeate  health,  of  the 
report  he  had  received  of  their  voices, 
and  fung  them  an  airy  French  fong. 
«  Five  la  bagatelle!"  cried  he  in  con- 
cluding it,  then  added,  addrefling  Emily 
— "  La  divine  Emilie  parle  Francois — 

n'eft 
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n'eft  ce  pas  ?"  Emily  fmiled,  and  with 
a  bow  declined  entering  into  converfa- 
tion  in  French.  He  then  afked  her  to 
join  in  a  duet  with  him,  and  mentioned 
feveral  French  ones  ;  but  all  finging  was 
avoided  by  the  Aubreys,  who,  though 
his  voice  was  fweet,  were  determined 
not  to  feed  his  vanity.  Not  to  offend 
him,  however,  Mrs.  Aubrey  promifed 
to  join  in  a  duet  with  him  at  Mrs. 
Spicer's  concert.  He  thanked  her  with 
a  leer,  and  turning  fuddenly  to  Arthur, 
fold,  "  There  will  be  a  good  mow  of 
*c  pretty  faces  onThurfday  at  Warwick, 
"  I  have  juft  had  a  letter  that  tells  me 
£C  great  preparations  arc  making  for  the 
"  county  ball — will  you  go  ?— come, 
t(  whff.  fay  you  ? — I  am  going— we  will 
"  come  back  the  very  next  day  if  you 
"  like  it."  Though  Arthur  wifhed  to 
fee  Warwick,  and  liked  the  propofal 
VOL.  in.  K  much, 
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much,  yet  he  did  not  think  that  Aubrey 
would  approve  his  going  as  the  com- 
panion of  the  propoftr.  <{  I  thank  you, 
"  Colonel,"  laid  he,  «c  but  I  am  too 
*'  much  engaged  this  week  to  accept 
"  the  pleafure  you  offer."  Colonel 
Spicer  then  applied  to  Aubrey,  and 
faid  that  Mr.  Rowley  was  going,  and 
that  they  fhould  be  very  glad  of 
Arthur's  company.  The  mention  of 
an  amiable  young  man,  living  near 
Mariton,  of  whom  Aubrey  had  a 
good  opinion,  removed  the  objection  he 
felt  to  his  fon's  going,  and  determining 
beforehand  to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Rowley, 
he  told  Arthur  that  he  had  better  take 
the  opportunity  of  feeing  Warwick  and 
the  company.  This  removing  the  only 
objection  Arthur  had,  it  was  revived 
that  he  mould  accompany  Mr.  Rowley 
and  Col.  Spicer  to  Warwick;  and 

the 
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the  latter,  afeer  ftrutting  feveral  times 
about  the  roc:n  in  a  familiar  way,  took 
his  leave. 

"  Is  this,"  exclaimed  Emily,  as  foon 
as  he  was  gone,  "  is  this  the  Right 
"  Honourable  all-accomplifhcd  Bob 
"  Spicer  !" — "  There  is  great  frivolity 
"  in  his  appearance,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  but 
et  he  is  young;  let  us  hope  he  may  itn- 
"  prove." — "  To  be  fure,"  obferved 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  .there  is  no  length 
«<  to  which  hope  may  not  carry  us."— 
•'  He  fmelt  very  fweet,"  faid  Arthur- 
William.  This  created  a  laugh,  and 
Arthurina  taking ,  tht:  little  fellow  by 
the  hand,  ran  with  him  into  the  garden, 
whither  they  were  followed  by  the  reft 
of  the  family.  The  next  day,  which 
was  Tuefday,  Aubrey  faw  Mr.  Rowley, 
and  begged  his  attention  to  Arthur  in 
their  jaunt  to  Warwick,  As  it  was  a 
town  fatuous  in  ancient  ftory,  he  wifhed 
K  2  that 
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that  the  party  fiiould  not  merely  go  to 
the  ball  and  back  the  day  after,  and 
therefore  propofed  that  they  fhould  go 
over  on  Wcdnefday  and  ftay  till  Satur- 
day. This  was  agreed  to,  and  Arthur, 
on  quitting  Mariton,  for  the  firft  time  of 
his  life,  found  himfelf  from  under  the 
immediate  guidance  of  his  father.  The 
whole  family  faw  him  depart  with  plea- 
fure,  becaufe  they  knew  it  was  to  give 
him  pleafure,  and  his  fitters  would  have 
been  glad  to  go  to  the  ball  with  him, 
though  they  were  aware,  that  neither  of 
them  was  yet  old  enough  to  appear  at  a 
public  aflembly.  In  the  abfence  of  their 
brother,  the  girls  took  a  delight  in  ftroll- 
in^  daily  on  the  Warwick  road,  and  talk- 
ing of  him  ;  and  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
they  went  on  in  hopes  of  meeting  him  fo 
far,  that  returning  they  were  benightf-d, 
and  walked  full  half  an  hour  in  the  dark 
before  they  reached  home.  It  was  for- 
tunate 
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tunate  for  the  familv,  that  Mr.  Rowley 
was  with  Arthur,  as  it  faved  them  much 
pain,  when  ic  appeared,  that  the  party 
prolonged  their  (lay.  Sundav  paffed, 
and  Monday,  the  day  fixed  for  Mrs. 
Spicer's  concert,  yet  none  of  them- 
appeared  j  but  A'.ibn-y  fully  depended  on 
Mr.  Rowlev,  and  was  not  unrnfy. 

In  the  evening  he  attended  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, Emily,  and  Arthnrina,  who  were 
d re  fled  with  great  tafte,  to  Spicer-Hill. 
Afrer  afcending  a  handfome  (laircafe, 
they  went  forward  into  an  antichambcr, 
where  a  footman  was  ftationed  to  an- 
nounce the  names  of  the  company.  Her 
opened  the  door  to  the  right,  an  j  ulher- 
ed  Aubrey  and  the  ladies  into  the  draw- 
ing-room with  the  ufual  ceremonies. 
Mrs.  Spicer,  feared  at  the  top  of  the 
room  with  two  of  her  mod  intimate 
friends  from  Loughborough,  on  a  large 
elegant  fopha,  waited  till  the  Aubreys 
K  3  came 
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came  up  clofe  to  her  before  (he  rofe, 
*hich  at  laft  fhe  did,  in  what  flie  thought 
a  graceful  zigzag,  making  two  fides  of 
an  angle  up,  and,  without  (lopping,  the 
fame  two  fides  of  an  angle  down,  beg- 
ging at  the  fame  time  with  a  gracious 
fmile,  that  they  would  take  their  feats. 
They  accordingly  bowed  and  filed  off. 
As  they  were  not  late,  their  chairs  were 
not  very  far  from  the  fopha.  By  degrees 
the  room  filled,  and  the  Aubreys  fat  in 
ccnftant  expectation  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  promifed  converfation.  For 
half  an  hour,  nothing  pafied  but  an  inter- 
change of  falutation,  and  then  tea  was 
handed  round  :  the  gentlemen  flood  to- 
gether in  the  middle  of  the  floor  difcuf- 
fing  markets,  parifh  affairs,  and  country 
banks  j  the  ladies  fat,  fome  in  filent  ob- 
fervation,  fome  talking  with  thofe  next 
to  them.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  was 
not  prefent;  Aubrey  found  afterwards, 

that 
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that  he  never  would  attend  his  wife's 
coteries,  which  were  always  the  fource  of 
ill-humour,  contention,  and  violence  be- 
tween them  :  the  Colonel  was  at  War- 
wick j  and  the  honourable  Billy  Spicer, 
with  Mr.  Gofling  for  an  aid-de-camp, 
was  the  only  matter  of  the  ceremonies. 
Billy  lived  with  his  father  to  be  his  fccre- 
tary  and  keep  his  books,  and,  as  he  had 
great  hopes  in  his  confideration,  he  gene- 
rally, when  there  was  any  variance  be- 
tween his  father  and  mother,  fided  with 
the  former,  in  his  prefence  ;  but  other- 
wife,  he  was  always  fubfervient  to  the 
latter,  who  accordingly  made  every  al- 
lowance for  the  prudence  of  her  fon. 
While  Mr.  Gofling's  attentions  were  paid 
to  the  fopha,  Billy  Spicer,  though  cer- 
tainly his  legs  were  lefs  formed  than  Gof- 
ling's  for  parading  a  drawing-room, 
walked  round  the  circle  of  ladies  to  afk 
if  the  tea  were  properly  ferved, 

K.  4  In 
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In  this  manner  was  the  converfazione 
conducted  for  an  hour  and  a  h.ilf  while 
the  company  fipped  tea,  till  at  length  a 
general  laugh  among  the  gentlemen, 
roufed  a  general  curiofity  among  the  la- 
dies, and  Mrs.  Spicer  raifing  her  voice, 
called  out,  "  Do,  let  us  have  that:  we 
"  mufl  have  that" — on  which,  filencc 
cnfuing,  one  of  the  gentlemen  addreffing 
Mrs.  Spicer,  faid  :  "  Madam,  we  were 
'*  talking  of  the  tvil  arifing  from  country 
"  banks,  and  I  believe  the  fubjcctwas  fully 
u  exhaufted,  when  I  told  the  following 
cc  anecdote  which  occurred  the  other  d;;y 
"  at  Leiccfter.  Old  Pockctt,  the  banker, 
"  has  long  been  in  the  practice  of  taking 
"  fixpence  in  the  pound  for  paying  mo- 
"  ney  for  drafts,  if  the  payment  were 
"  demanded  in  cafh,  or  notes  of  the  bank 
"  of  England  ;  but  no  deduction  was  ex- 
"  peeked,  if  his  own  notes  were  taken. 
"  A  poor  man  from  a  diftant  part  of  the 

"  country,. 
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"  country,  who  had  received  a  draft  on 

"  Pockett,  not  liking  country  notes,  re- 

"  quefted  to  be  paid  in  ca(h,or  Bank  of 

"  England  paper.     He  was  told  the  cuf- 

"  torn,  againft  which  he  preceded,  plead- 

tc  ing  his  circumftancts,  and  urging,  that 

<f  where    he     lived,   he    might   find    a 

<c  difficulty  in  paffing  private  notes.     It 

"  was  in  vain  for  him  to  reafrn,   or  ap- 

tf  peal  to  old  Pockett's  feelings — Pocketc 

"  had  never  known  any  thing  gained  by 

"  reafon  or  feelings,   but  he   was  very 

"  fenfibleof  the  value  of  a  goodcuftom, 

"  and  he  affured  the  poor  man,    that  it 

*c  was    impoflible    fur    him    to    break 

"  through  it.     On  this,    the  man   was 

**  angry,  but  {landing  a  few  minutes  to 

"  confider,   he  bethought   himfelf,  and 

•Maid— «  Well,   if  I  mud,    I  mud  ;    I 

*{  can't  afford  any  deduction,  fo  let  me 

"  have    your    own    notes." — The    full 

"amount  of  the  draft  was  immediately 

K  5  "  paid. 
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"  paid  to  him  in  Pockctt's  notes,    and 
•c  he  was  made  to  write  a  receipt  on  the 
"back  of  it.     Inftead  of  withdrawing, 
"  he  flood  forne  time  fmiiing,  and  look- 
"  ing  alternately  at  the  paper,  and  at  the 
"  old  banker,  who  at  length  afked  him, 
"  why  he  did  not  go." — "  Why,   look 
"  ye,  Mafter  Pockett,"  fnd  the   man, 
"  thefe  are  all  your  notes,  true  enough — 
"  I  have  examined  every  one  of  them — 
««  you  won't  deny  it,  I  am  lure,  for  you 
"  are  an  honeft  man,  IVLftcr  Pockett — 
"  there  they  are,  I  preftnt  them  for  pay- 
"  ment,   refufe  me  the  calh  for  them,  if 
"  you  dare."     The    company   laughed 
heartily  at  the  mifer's  dilemma,  and  re- 
joiced  that  he  was    outwitted.     After 
which,  Mr.  Coiling  caught  the  interval 
of  filence  that  fucceeded  to  inform  them, 
that  he  had  been  foliciting  Mrs.  Spicer  to 
favour  them  with  reading  fome  favour- 
ite piece,  and  hoped,  that  he  mould  be 

generally 
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generally  fecoiided.  «'  Oh  !  pray,  Mrs. 
cc  Spicer — Oh !  pray,  Mrs.  Spicer," 
was  heard  from  every  quarter. 

As  her  converfaziones  included  read- 
ings, the  lady  was  not  difficult  on  the  oc- 
cafion  j  (he  bowed  affectedly,  and  faying, 
"  fince  you  will  have  it  fo,"  took  from 
under  one  of  the  bolfters  of  the  fopha,  a 
thin  book,  elegantly  bound  in  red  mo- 
rocco,    and   opening   it  at   the    place 
marked,  faid  (he  would  read  the  much 
admired  poem  of  John  Gilpin,   which 
(he  prefaced  with  fome  remarks  on  the 
different  manner  in  which  fhe  had  heard 
it  read  in  town.     She  then  began,  and 
went   through    the    unfortunate   ballad> 
according  to  her  own  ideas  of  propriety, 
fometimes  flow  and  pompoufly,  fomc- 
times  galloping  with  Johnny,  mifplacing 
ftops,   accents,  and  emphafes>   and   ac 
every  verfe,  exchanging  emphatic  looks 
with  Gofling.    At  firft,  the  Aubreys  felt 
K  6  for 
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for  her;  but  as  fhe  proceeded,  (he  be- 
came fo  truly  ridiculous,  that  they  could 
not  help  enjoying  the  farce.  Her  own 
confcioufnefs,  however, — fo  uncertain  a 
thing  is  confcioufntfs  ! — far  from  whif- 
pering  that  fome  of  her  hearers,  either 
pitied  or  laughed  at  her,  fully  confirmed 
the  admiring  interjections  of  the  dear 
Gofling,  and  the  extorted  applaufe  of  ci- 
vility. She  gave  time  for  the  company 
to  interchange  their  remarks,  and  then 
requtfted  fome  lady  or  grndeman  to 
oblige  her  with  theperufal  of  a  favourite 
morceau.  This  being  univerfally  de- 
clined, fhe  regretted,  that  Italian  was 
not  generally  underftood,  as  (he  fhould 
have  had  great  pleafure  in  reading  to  the 
company,  one  of  the  fweetell  pieces  ever 
compofed.  Mr.  GoQing  allured  her, 
that  the  company  regretted  the  lofs,  and 
the  converfation  then  turned,  among 
thofe  who  underftood  any  thing  of  it, 

upon 
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upon  the  fweernefs  of  the  Italian  pronun- 
ciation, and  thofe  who  did  not  understand 
it,  were  informed,  that  every  word  ended 
with  a  vowel.     "  Then,"  f.iid  Mrs.  Spi- 
cer,  '£  the  certainty  of  the  pronuncia- 
"  tion,  fo  much  fuperior  in  that  refpect 
"  to   our  tongue.      By   the    way,    Mr. 
"  Aubrey,  I  wonder  to  find  you  in  the 
"  pulpic  pronouncing  the  word   KNOW- 
<{  ledge,    vcl/e^e.      Why     do  you   not 
"  adopt  the  clerical   mode  of  fpeaking 
"  it  ?"— One   reafon,  Madam,"  replied 
Aubrey,  "  Is,   becaufe   it  is  clerical.     I. 
"  know  no  right  that  the  clergy  have  to 
"  depart  from   the  eftablifhed  rules  of 
<c  pronunciation.    It  is  an  innovation  of  a 
"  few  years  (landing,  arifing  from  an  af- 
"  fe(flednicetyofcorrccl:ion,andlamforry 
<f  that  it  is  more  gf  neral  among  the  clergy 
"  than  among  any  other  body  of  men  ; 
tc  for,  not  only  the  genius  of  the  Englifh 
"  language  requires  it  to  be  fimplified  in 

"its 
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«<  its  found  like  other  words  of  the  lame 
"  nature,  but  the  clerical  mode  of  pro- 
"  nouncing  it  is  pedantic  and  coarfe  on 
"  the  ear  j    nothing  but  the  aptitude  of 
«'  running  into  imitation,  could  have  led 
"  fuch  numbers  to  follow  an  example  in 
"  a  found    fo   unmelodious.      Accord- 
"  ingly,  you  find  it  adopted,  only  where 
"  a  fhow  of  learning  is  aimed  at  j  but, 
"  among  the  higher  clafifes  of  extempore 
"  fpeakers,  and  among  the  lower  clafles 
"  of  focicty  who  are  led  by  their  ear,  the 
"  word  takes  its  natural  found." — "  Nae, 
"  Maifter  Aubrey,"  faid  a  Scotch  gen- 
tleman, "  I  canna  agree   wi  ye,  for  we 
"  awwaife  caw  it  knowledge  i'  the  North  ; 
c<  and  in  gude  troth,  it  daes  na  foond  fae 
"  very  unmufical  to  my  ear." — f{  I  did 
•c  not  fay,  it  was  not  Scotch,"  replied 
Aubrey,  <c  but  that  it  is  not  Englim ; 
**  and  habit,  whofe  influence  is  univer- 
'*  fal,  may  render  harlh  founds  pleafing." 

— "  But, 
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— "  But,  Sir,  hoo  is't  you  can  mak  ooc 
*c  to  change  know  into  not?" — tf  As  we 
<c  make  our,"  faid  Aubrey,  <c  to  change 
*'  fore  into  for,  bo  into  hols  and  many 
"  more.  The  Scotch  fay,  /or^head, 
"  and  holiday,  as  well  as  /fcwwledge ; 
"  buc,  as  the  clergy  do  not  feem  to  have 
"  any  inclination  to  adopt  thcfe  founds 
<c  from  the  North,  I  hope  they  will  gra- 
'•  dually  defift  from  that  which  they  have 
"  adopted."— ."'You  will  allow,"  faid 
Mrs.  Spicer,  ct  that  it  is  grander  to  the 
"  ear/' — "  No,  indeed,  Madam,"  re- 
plied he,  "  I  cannot  i  unlefs  it  be  thac 
'*  kind  of  grandeur  which  is  out  of  na- 
"  cure.'*  Here  Mrs.  Spicer  exchanged 
emphatic  looks  with  the  dear  Gofling. — 
"  Your  calling  this  error  clerical,"  pro- 
ceeded Aubrey,  <c  brings  to  my  mind, 
*'  that  I  not  long  fince  heard  a  man,  and 
"  he  was  a  teacher  of  languages  too,  talk 
<c  of  the  London  prQnunciationjZn&Oxford 

"  pro- 
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ec  pronunciation  as  contradiftingui(hedr 
<r  and  he  inftanced  ic  in  the  word  najal. 
«  Oxford,'  faid  he,  '  has  ic  nafalt  with 
'  the  hiding  found  of  /,  whereas,  Lon- 
c  don  fays  nazat.'  He  was  angry  that 
"  I  doubted  of  the  error  being  general  at 
"  Oxford,  and  from  Hating  'the  fa6t,  he 
•'  patronized  the  faulr,  on  which  I  con- 
**  tented  myfelf  with  afluring  him,  that 
"  the Cantabs  were  better  orchoepifts." — 
c<  Hoot,"  faid  the  Scotch  gentleman,*' 
lc  orthoepy  is  the  very  loweft  of  aw  the 
"  fciences,  and  beneath  the  attention  of 
"  men  of  learning  aw  together :  it's  a 
'*  mere  buznis  of  foons,  a  mere  maiter 
<c  of  moonfhine.  What  fignifees  what 
<f  a  fhell  is,  guin  the  kairnal  be  good."—* 
"  Indeed,"  replied  Aubrey,  "•  I  am  no 
ft  fuch  verbal  ftickler^a^  to  break  fquares 
"  with  any  man-  for  his  pronunciation  j 
'^-but,  I  e-cftainly  do  not  think  it  un- 
«c  worthy  the  attention  of  the  moft  learn- 

"  ed  s 
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tf  ed ;  and  you  cannot  but  know,  Sir, 
"  that  at  all  times  the  moft  learned  have 
"  been  folickous  to  pronounce  well,  and 
"  to  eftabliih  a  ftandard  for  their  Ian- 
ct  guage-  The  profody  of  the  Greeks 
"  and  Romans,  was  invariably  fixed  on 
"  rules  which  have  descended  to  us,  and 
cc  are  in  the  hands  of  every  fchool-boyj 
e?  and  though  we  are  ignorant  of  their 
"  accent,  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  was 
"  regular  and  uniform.  The  Italians 
"  and  French  have  fhown  their  attention 
<{  to  the  ftabilicy  of  rhcir  pronunciation* 
<f  and  no  police  nation  feels  itlclf  above 
"  this  care  but  the  Englifli :  our  words 
"  are  conftantiy  changing  both  their 
"  found  and  fenfe.  As  for  the  word 
"  knowledge,  I  r^lly  believe  it  will  reco- 
"  ver  itfelf,  in  fpitc  of  the  Epifcopal  au- 
"  thorities,  which  at  prefent  maintain  it 
<c  in  the  pulpit  j  but  I  fear  the  word 
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"  oblige* ,  will  not  be  fo  eafily  retrieved. 
"  There  is  no  fuch  found  in  the  Englilh 
"  language  as  elge  with  the  long  /,  and 
ct  the  found  of  obleige-\y  is  very  grating 
"  to  the  ear.  It  is  one  of  the  compa- 
"  nions  in  a  clafs  of  words,  where  nature 
"  has  directed  our  tongue  to  the  prefer- 
"  vation  of  the  original  accent,  the  car 
"  being  repugnant  to  a  change,  and  till 
"  lately,  it  was  always  pronounced  oblcege^ 
«  by  polite  fpeakcrs — 

Dreading  e'en  fools,  by  flatterers  befieged, 
And  fo  obliging  that  he  ne'er  oblig'd. 

"  Nor  would  Pope,  licentious  as  he  was 
"  in  rhyming,  ever  have  thought  of 
*c  rhyming  eige,  with  eege." — "  But,'* 

•  Obleege. 

f  ei,  that  is,  ;  long— ai  will  not  exprefs  ;'  long, 
without  explanation,  on  account  of  the  variety  of 
the  founds  of  a. 

faid 
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faid  Mr.  Coding,  "  what  do  you  fay  to 
«  Lord  Chefterfield,  Mr.  Aubrey  ?  Was 
"  not  he  a  polite  fpeaker  ?" — "  Cer- 
"  tainly,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  and  I  have 
"  not  a  doubt,  that  he  always  pronoun- 
rc  ced  the  word  obleege" — "  What  will 
«'  you  lay  of  that  ?"  retorting  Gofling. 
cc  Who  is  to  decide  the  bet  ?"  faid  Au- 
brey, "  he  that  is  competent  to  decide 
"  the  bet,  can  decide  the  queftion  with- 
"  out  the  bet."— "  My  Lord  himfelf," 
replied  Gofling.—"  I  fee,  Sir,"  faid  Au- 
brey, "  that  you  have  embraced  the  mif- 
••  take  that  hasarifen  on  the  form  adopted 
"  by  Lord  Chefterfield,  in  his  Advice  to 
"  his  Son,  to  avoid  the  vulgar  manner 
«*  of  pronouncing  this  word  amongft 
c<  others  3  a  miftake,  which  is  the  more 
"  likely  to  prove  fatal,  as  it  has  been 
c<  adopted  and  confirmed  by  one  of  our 
ft  lateft  and  beft  orthoepifts,  a  man  of 
"  talents,  erudition,  and  indefatigable 

"  induftry, 
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<f  induftry,  to  whofe  labours  the  public 
"  are  greatly  indebted  *.  Bur,  in  fpite 
st  of  the  cnthufiafm  produced  by  autho- 
C{  rity,  I  am  not  for  erring  with  Plato: 
ef  in  my  opinion,  Lord  Chefterfield,  in 
"  the  letter  alluded  to,  meant  to  (lamp 
"  vulgariry  on  the  pronunciation  of  the 
"  i  long."  *  Even  his  pronunciation  of 
«  proper  words,'  fays  his  Lordfhip, 
fpeaking  of  a  man  deficient  in  good- 
breeding,  c  carries  the  mark  of  the  bead 
*  along  wi-.h  it.  He  calls  the  earth, 
'  y  earth  -,  he  is  obkiged,  not  obliged  to 
'  you.'  •'  The  letters  ei  appear  to  me 
to  mark  the  vulgar  long  i\  for  no  other 
diphthong  fo  unequivocally  exprcfies 
it.  Lord  Chefterfieid  was  not  writing 
with  the  precifion  of  later  orthoepifts, 
cc  and  naturally  took  a  diphthong  which 
"  was  fufceptible  of  thf  found,  as  in 

*  Mr.  Walker,  author  of  a  Critical  Pronoun-- 
cing  Dictionary. 

{t  h  eighty 
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x*  height,  though  its  general  found  be  a, 
"  as  in  vein.     Had  he  meant  the  reverfe, 
"  would  he  have  pafled  over  ee,  and  iey 
<f  to  pirch   upon  ei?  impoffible.     But  a 
<c  dill  ftronger  argument  is,  that  though 
"  the  letters  to  his  Ton  were  written  at  lead 
<{  twenty  years   before  they  were  pub- 
"  limed,  the  alteration  of  the  word  did 
"  not  bc-gin  to  take  place,    till  a  confi- 
"  derable    time    after    his    Lord(hip's 
"death:    fo  that  his  Lord  (hip's  exam- 
"  pie,  if  he  gave  fuch  an  example,  had  no' 
*'  influence  on  polite  language,  though 
he  was  univerfally  efteerhed   one  of 
the  molt  refined  and  mod  eloquent 
fpeakcrs   of  the   age :    and    notwith- 
ftanding  the  concurrent  authority  of 
"  the  beft  poet  of  that  period,  the  alter- 
"  ation  of  the  proper  and  original  pro- 
"  nunciation  of  the  word  has  been  lately 
"  begun,  on  a  fuppofed  difcovery,  that 
cc  to  mark  the  found  of  long  e,  fuch  a 
3  fc  man 
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"  man  as  Lord   Chefterfield   would  ufc 

<c  the  dipthong  <?/,  rather  than  eey  or  it. 

"As   the   beft   fpeakers  in   parliament, 

"  and  the  majority  of  accomplished  per- 

<e  ons  in  the  firft  circles  dill  perfevere  in 

tf  the  original  found,  the  word  has  perhaps 

**  fome  chance  yet,  notwithflanding  the 

"  pronunciation  againfl  which  Lord  Chef- 

"  tcrfield  I  am  confident  intended  to  pro- 

,  *l  teft,  has  been  fo  widely  diffufed,  and 

"  though  it  is  even  foftered  on  the  ftage." 

— <c  There  is  muckle  fenfe  in  what  you 

"  noo  fay,  Maifter  Aubrey,"   faid    the 

Scotch  gentleman  j   "  for  aw  the  warld 

'*  maun  fay  cbleege,  unlefs  they  go  entire 

<f  bcfidc  ilka  rule  of  polite  pronunciation 

"  -—to  be  fure,  aw  the  warld  maun  fay 

"  oMeege" 

This  national  fupport  drew  a  fmile 
from  Aubrey,  and  created  a  general 
laugh,  in  the  middle  of  which  Colonel 
Spicer  in  his  riding  deaths,  made  his  ap- 
ptarance  at  the  bottom  of  the  room. 

On 
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On  cnrering,  he  raifed  his  glafs  to  his  eye 
to  fee  lefs  diflinclly  through  it  the  ob- 
jects  he  had  feen  perfectly  well  without 
it — it   was    therefore   no    fooner  raifed 
than  dropped,  and  he  darted  forward  to 
the  Aubreys.     The  Colonel  allured  Au- 
brey of  Arthur   being  well,  and,  with 
Rowley,  in  good  hands,  while  with    his 
arch  eye,  he  beftowed  painful  admira- 
tion on  Emily.     "  He  gave  me  a  letter 
"  for  you,  which  I  find  I  left  in  another 
"  coat  pocket  i  but  I  have  told  my  man 
"  to  open  my  portmanteau,  and  bring  it 
"  immediately."     He  made  earneft  apo- 
logies for  his  drefs,  and  the  latenefs  of  his 
appearance,   declaring,   that  the   latter 
was  the  caufe  of  the  former,  as  he  was 
too  impatient  to  join  the  party  to  lofe  a 
moment  in  making  his  toilette.     After 
accounting  for  leaving  Warwick  too  late 
to  be  fooner  at  Mariton,  he  faid,  he  muft 
quit  them  for  a  moment,  to  go  and  make 

his 
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his  apologies  to  his  Lady- Mother  and 
the  company  ;  then  giving  them  the  Spi- 
cer  nod,  and  mechanically  ufing  his  glafs, 
he  walked  away  to  the  fopha.  While  he 
was  going  through  the  ceremonies  that 
drew  him  from  the  Aubreys,  a  fervant 
brought  in  Arthur's  letter,  which  Au- 
brey put  into  his  pocket,  to  be  read  at 
home,  being  doubly  latisfied  in  Mr. 
Rowley's  flay  with  his  fqn,  and  in  the 
Colonel's  leaving  him.  The  fervant 
went  forward  and  delivered  a  meffage  to 
Mrs.  Spicer,  who  ordered  him  to  throw 
the  doors  open ;  and  rifing  foon  after, 
led  the  way  to  the  concert- room,  which 
was  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  anti- 
chamber. 

Several  profefiional  performers  wtre 
timing  their  irftruirents  to  the  piano,  at 
which  fat  M/.  Moreton  the  organifl  of 
Mariton;  for,  however  partial  the  Colo- 
nel was  to  his  filler  Eudoxia  in  other  re- 

fpecls, 
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fpects,  he  always  preferred  having  the 
piano  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  More- 
ton  in  the  crafhes  at  Spicer-Hall.  The 
Colonel  had  a  juft  ear,  and  fomc  tafte  in 
mufic,  and  for  a  gentleman  he  played 
well  on  the  violoncello.  The  company 
being  feated,  a  concerto  of  Haydn's 
was  performed,  in  the  execution  of 
which  there  was  nothing  fo  remarkable 
as  the  audible  counting  of  time,  the  per- 
petually recur ring^ff^,  two,  three,  four  j 
one,  two,  three,  four,  of  the  Honourable 
Billy  Spicer,  who  leaned  over  his  (land 
to  keep"  his  eyes  fteadily  on  his  book, 
and  worked  at  his  tenor  fo  laborioufly 
that  big  drops  bubbled  on  his  temples, 
and  fmall  dreams  warned  the  powder 
from  his  hair  down  his  cheeks.  After 
the  concerto,  Col.  Spicer  put  Mrs.. 
Aubrey  in  mind  of  her  promife  to  fmg 
a  duet  with  him,  which  me  did  without 
hefitation,  to  the  delight  of  the  whole 
VOL.  ni.  L  company, 
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company,  Mifs  Spicer  excepted,  from 
\vhofe  bofom  envy  now  banifhed  every 
degree  of  pleafure,    and   who,   like  a 
Ichool-mifs,  drove  to  conceal  her  pain 
by  abrupt  giggling.     When  called  upon 
by  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  favour  the  company 
with  a   fong,  flhe  attempted  to  excufe 
herfelf,  even  refifting  one  of  Mrs.  Spi- 
cer's  emphatic  looks,   till   Col.  Spicer 
entreated  (he  would  fing  "  Angels  ever 
"  bright  and  fair,"    protefting  that  fhe 
fung  it  better  than — Here  the  Colonel's 
voice  failed,  or  dropped  fo  low,  that  the 
comparifon    was  loft  j     but    fhe   heard 
enough  to  draw  her  forth,  and  fhe  took 
Mr.  Moreton's  feat  at  the  piano,  requeft- 
ing  her  brother  at  the  fame  time,  not  to 
let  any  of  the  other  inftruments  join. 
Accordingly,  having  the  management  of 
the  accompaniment  entirely  to  herfelf^ 
fhe  went  through  the  fong  with  confi- 
dence and  fuccefs.     She  rectived  great 

applaufe, 
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applaufe,  and  particularly  from  Emily 
Aubrey,  on  whom  (he  found  herfclf  obli- 
ged to  call,  in  confequence  of  a  hint  from 
her  brother.  Finding  it  unavoidable, 
Ihe  determined  to  mortify  her,  by  com- 
pelling her  to  fing  the  fong  which  fhe  re^ 
membered  that  Emily  attempted  in  vain 
the  firft  day  (he  faw  her.  She  had  no 
doubt,  that  her  vanity  would  again  in- 
duce her  to  try  ir,  and  (he  was  equally 
confident,  that  (he  would  difgrace  her- 
felf.  She  requefted  to  hear,  "  The  Sol- 
"  dier  tired  of  War's  Alarms/'  Emily, 
recollecting  her  father's  obfervation  to 
Arthur,  excufed  herfeF,  till  Aubrey  per- 
ceiving the  vile  motive  of  the  requefl-, 
prefifed  her  arm,  faying,  ct  Try,  Emily, 
"  try  to  oblige  Mifs  Spicerj"  on  which 
Ihe  conferred,  and  the  delighted  Eu- 
doxia  returned  to  her  feat,  anticipating 
her  triumph  over  the  daughter  at  lead. 
Emily's  voice  had  been  gradually 
L  2  gaining 
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gaining  ftrength  for  fome  years,  and  had 
now  attained  a  roundnefs,  flexibility,  and 
compafs,  equal  to  her  mother's.    *Re- 
gular  practice  had  fo  familiarized  her  ear 
to  harmony,  that  it  was  indifferent  to 
her,    whether  me  accompanied   herfelf 
or  were  accompanied,  whether  the  ac- 
companiment were  executed  on  a  fingle 
inftrument,  or   fupported    by    a    band, 
and    knowing     Mr.    Moreton's    tafte, 
fhe  paid  him  the  compliment  of  beg- 
ging him  to  take   the  piano.     "  Shall 
"  we  all  take  our    parts  ?"    faid    Col. 
Spicer  to  Emily.     The  beautiful  blue 
eyes  of  Emily  turned  to  her  father,  to 
know  how  far  he  was  inclined  to  punifli 
Mifs  Spicer,  and  halfafked  his  mercy; 
but  he  now  thought  punimment  mercy, 
and  he  anfwered,  "  By  all  means  Colo- 
"  ncl,  the  chief  beauty  of  this  fong  arifes 
"  from   the  accompaniments."     Better 
and  better,  thought  Mifs  Spicer,  who, 

during 
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motion,  the  circulation  of  it  was  fudden- 
ly  flopped  by  the  confinement  of  the 
whale-bone  ligature  about  her  ftomach  ; 
and  fhe  fcreamed,  and  fell  into  fits,  juft 
as  Emily  had  begun  the  fecond  ftrain. 
The  lovely  fongfter  immediately  ceafed 
finging,  the  company  all  rofe,  and  a 
fcene  of  confufion  followed.  Mrs.  Spi- 
cer  hurried  to  her  darling  child  j  falts, 
hartfhorn,  and  cold  water  were  reforted 
to  without  effecl.  It  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  loofen  her  bandage?,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen were  requcfted  to  withdraw. 
The  dangerous  whale-bone  being  re- 
moved, a  free  circulation  of  the  blood 
again  tot  k  place,  and  Mifs  Spicer  gra- 
dually recovered.  Mrs.  Aubrey,  being 
near  her,  though  (he  was  not  at  a  lofs  to 
gucfs  the  real  caufc  of  the  fudden  fir,  in- 
veighed againft  the  injurious  fafhion  of 
fqueezing  any  part  of  the  body,  by  means 
of  unyielding  cafes,  into  a  fmaller  com- 
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CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

A  little  Family  Chat  en  the  Abfurdity  of  privatt 
fet  Meetings  to  difplay  Talents.  A  Hint  on 
the  ObjeR  of  reading  to  others,  and  the  Dan- 
ger of  Emulation.  Arthur's  Excurfton.  CoU 
Spicer  in  Love.  An  extraordinary  Vifttor 
at  tht  Parfonage. 

As  it  was  not  late  when  Mrs,  Spiccr's 
party  broke  up,  the  Aubreys  got  home 
before  their  ufual  hour  of  retiring  to 
reft,  and  they  fpent  the  remainder  of 
the  evening  in  a  convcrfation  naturally 
refulting  from  the  converfazione  and 
concert  at  Spicer-Hall.  «•  I  had  a  very 
"  different  idea  of  a  converjaziom"  faid 
Emily,  ft  to  thatraifed  by  Mrs.  Spicer'sj 
"  I  thought  that  fome  agreeable  fubjcft 

"  was 


">y<™:n  ••  CM  Mr..       - 

«  mcnts.  — 
brey><. 


neral 


C«ri    People  in  genera 
faid  Aubrey,  £       ft  frivo. 

:rJE2*^S*MS 


..  fation,  woul  f    Us  every 

th  Id  times  more 
is  a  t  hc 


L  t 


226.  AUBREY. 

«f  fenfible  friends.  One  friend  may  de- 
"  fire  another  to  come  and  converfe  on 
"  elevated  fubjefh  :  or  a  man  in  making 
M  a  party,  may  in  his  invitation,  an- 
"  ticipatc  the  pleafure  he  propofes  for 
"  his  friends  by  obferving,  that  fuch  and 
"  fuch  well-informed  perfons,  wits,  and 
**  convivial  companions  will  be  prefent ; 
"  but  general  invitations  to  a  formal 
"  difplay  of  each  individual's  portion  of 
n  knowledge  and  eloquence  are  abfurd, 
ft  and  generally  difappoint  thofe  who  at- 
<f  tend." — "At  the  converfaziones  I  have 
"  been  at,"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  <c  I  have 
"  obferved  nothing  very  different  from 
"  Mrs.  Spicer's,  except  poor  John  Gil- 
<f  ptn;  for,  knots  of  men  plant  themfelves 
««  at  feveral  corners  of  the  rooms,  and 
'•  talk  over  the  ufual  politics;  fome  learn- 
<f  ed  man  gets  an  audience  of  feveral  of 
if  his  particular  acquaintance,  while  the 
**  raafs  of  the  company  refort  to  the 

<f  common. 
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"  ly,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  but  it  fhould 
ct  form  no  part  of  the  reader's  view  j 
c<  and  the  idea  of  it  ought  to  be  kept 
<c  from  the  mind  of  the  hearers,  whofe 
ct  admiration  muft  be  preceded  by  de- 
"  light,  or  it  will  be  accompanied  with 
"  difguft." — (t  I  felt  very  much  for  poor 
"  Mrs.  Spicer,"  faid  Arthurina.— "  So 
"  did  I,"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  till  fhe 
«*  was  fo  ludicroufly  delighted  with  her- 
«c  felf."— «  The  felfilh  paffions,"  faid 
«l  Aubrey,  "  are  naturally  deftructive 
"  of  the  pleafures  of  fociety.  Where 
<f  people  meet  to  emulate,  and  to  obferve 
<s  others  for  the  purpofe  of  feeling  fu- 
"  periority,  rather  than  for  that  of 
"  exchanging  gratification,  envy  takes 
"  the  place  of  the  focial  fpring,  and 
"  demons  only  can  enjoy  the  fcene."— 
«c  Poor  Eudoxia  !"  cried  Arthurina ; 
e<  what  a  pop  her  ftays  gave,  when  Mrs. 
"Spicer  cut  the  lace!"— «'  Envy," 

faid 
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faid  Aubrey,  "  is  the  mod  odious  of  the 
0  paffions ;  fo  odious  that,  in  my  mind, 
"  not  even  the  affedion  of  a  father  can 
*'  overlook  it.  I  am  fure,  girls,  dear  as 
fc  you  are  to  me,  that  I  could  love 
"  neither  of  you,  if  I  difcovered  it  in 
"  your  hearts." — "  It  is  fo  unnatural,'* 
faid  Emily,  who  judged  from  her  own 
nature : — "  the  nearer  any  one  is  per- 
te  feel,  the  more  we  mould  delight  in 
c<  them,  I  think.  What  is  a  profkien- 
"  cy  in  mufic,  compared  to  the  excel- 
"  lence  of  the  underftanding  and  of  the 
"  heart?  Can  there  be  any  thing  more 
"  amiable  than  the  Cambridges  ?  Who 
"  could  envy  them  ?  Does  not  the 
"  thought  of  them  make  you  happy, 
"  Arthurina  ?" — "  I  think  them  very 
•'  handfome,  and  very  clever,"  replied 
Arthurina  j  cc  and  I  like  them  very 
"  much.  And.  as  for  Mifs  Spicer,  I 
"  really  feel  unhappy  that  me  mould 
«  make  herfelf  fuch  a  fool."—"  God 

"  blefe 
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•'  blefs  you !  my  girls  !"  exclaimed  Au- 
brey, "  you  make  my  heart  glow,  in 
"  bringing  to  my  mind  the  maxim  of  an 
"  amiable  philofopher*,  who  fays:  *  Let 

•  the  unhappinefs  you  feel  at  another's 

•  errors,  and  the  happinefs  you  enjoy  in 
'  their  perfections,   be  the  meafure  of 

•  your  progrefs  in  wifdom  and  virtue/ 
This  was  unfophifticated  praife j  and  the 
glow   that  Aubrey  felt,  diffufed   itfelf 
through  the  bofoms  of  his  beloved  girls, 
and  charmed  the  heart  of  their  mother. 

After  this  converfation,  Aubrey  open- 
ed Arthur's  letter,  which  had  not  been 
forgotten,  but  having  heard  that  he  was 
well,  and  expecting  nothing  more  than  a 
few  lines  to  prevent  uneafinefs,  he  did 
not  think  it  neceflary  to  interrupt  the 
converfation  by  reading  it  fooner.  It 
was  as  follows : 

*  Lavater. 

"  My. 
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"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  Though  I  am  extremely  pleafed 
<c  with  Warwick,  the  country  around  it, 
"  and  particularly  with  the  company  I 
"  have  met,  I  mould  not  yield  to  Mr. 
r<  Rowley's  requeft  of  fuffering  Col.  SpU 
"  cer  to  return  without  me,  if  I  thought 
"  it  would  caufe  any  uneafinefs  at  the 
"  Parfonage  ;  but  I  am  perfuaded,  you 
"  will  have  -no  objection  to  my  confent- 
"  ing  to  a  plan  propofed  by  Mr.  Row- 
"  ley,  of  fpending  a  day  or  two  at  Strat- 
f(  ford.  We  (hall  return  here,  where  I 
"  hope  to  find  a  letter  from  you.  With 
fr  Warwick,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
"  you  are  well  acquainted  \  I  (hall  there- 
"  fore  referve  the  fubjeft  for  converfa- 
"  tion,  and  devote  my  letter  to  other 
*'  topics. 

"  You  will  be  furprifed  to  hear  of  mjr 
"  having  pafled;  a  very  agreeable  day  in 
e<  company  with  one  of  your  old  friends  r 
*c  no  other  than  Mr.  Elton.  I  met  him 

"at 
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*c  at  the  ball,  and  though  I  had  not  feen 
"  him  for  fome  years,  remembered  him 
Cf  immediately.      He   did  not   at   firft 
"  know  me,  for  he  did  not  fee  me  when 
"  he  was  laft  in  town  ;  but,  on  hearing 
"  my  name,  he  accofted  me  with  all  the 
"  old  friendly  heartinefs  with  which  he 
"  ufed  to  notice  me  as  a  boy.     I  was  a 
*'  little  furprifed,  when  I  recollected  the 
"  affair  of  the  Winfields,   at   the  eafe 
"  with  which  he  fpoke  to  me  ;  but  I  did 
*f  not  think  it  my  part  to  affume  a  ferious 
"  look,  or  to  appear  confcious  of  what 
"  had  pafied  between  you  and  him.     He 
tc  is  in  the  beft  company  here,  and  re- 
<c  fides  occafionally  ac  Warwick,  but  is 
<e  not  fettled.     He  has  been  here  thefe 
"  laft  fix  weeks,  lives  in  private  lodg- 
*e  ings,   has   faddle-horfes,  his   groom, 
"  and  a  gig.     He  entertains  too,  and  is 
"  really    an   agreeable   and   captivating 
"  companion.     He  afked  moft  kindly 
<c  for  you,  and  expreffed  himfelf  in  fuch 

"  terms 
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"  terms  refpecling  you,  that,  added  to 
*'  his  natural  attractions,  I  felt  myfelf 
"  very  much  pleafed  with  him.  He 
"  fays  he  did  not  know  of  your  being  at 
*f  Mariton,  or  he  would  have  come  over 
"  to  fee  the  family  -,  and  that  he  cer- 
"  tainly  will  foon.  I  wifh  he  may,  and 
"  explain  the  circumftance  of  his  leaving 
'*  you,  to  your  fatisfaclion  j  for  he  is  fo 
"  prepoflcffing,  that  few  things  could 
"  give  me  more  pleafure  than  his  re- 
"  trieving  your  good  opinion  and  Mr. 
"  Cowper's. 

"  If  you  are  furprifcd  at  my  meeting 
«'  with  Mr.  Elton,  I  think  you  will  be  no 
"  lefs  fo  when  I  tell  you  who  was  one  of 
"  my  partners  at  the  ball.  My  mother 
"  will  laugh,  I  know,  to  think  that  her 
"  fon,  born  nineteen  years  ago  in  the 
"  Cambridgemire  cottage,  fo  celebrated 
«c  in  the  archives  of  Aubrey,  ihould  be 
*'  now  dancing  at  Warwick  with  the 
"  Right  Honourable  Lady  Sudley. 

Cl  That 
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"  That  fame  lord  muft  always  have  had 
<c  great  tafte.  Her  ladyfhip  is  very 
"  handfome,  and  dances  admirably.  My 
"  time  has  been  very  agreeably  fpent; 
"  I  only  wifh  you  were  all  with  me. 
"  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  imme- 
*f  diately  \  and  give  my  love  to  my  mo- 
"  ther,  my  fillers,  and  Arthur-William. 
"  May  every  blefling  attend  you,  my 
"  dear  fir,  is  the  prayer  of 

"  Your  affcdionate  fon, 

<c  ARTHUR  AUBREY. 
<c  P.  S.  Remember    me   kindly    to 
"  'Sbidlikins  and  Csefar." 

The  contents  of  Arthur's  letter  aflo- 
nifhed  the  whole  group;  for  Aubrey 
had  no  fecrets  to  which  his  children 
were  not  admitted  j  they  all  knew  the 
anecdote  refpecling  Elton,  and  the  ad- 
ventures of  Lord  Sudley  at  Martha's 
cottage.  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  never  met 
with  the  latter  after  his  flight  acrofs  the 

fields 
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fields  from  the  country  people  ;  and  his 
conduct  was  only  detailed,  in  remem- 
brance of  Aubrey's  fuccefsful  plan  and 
Caefai's  virtue.  The  family,  however, 
had  often  heard  him  mentioned,  and 
well  remembered  his  marriage  with  a 
lady  much  younger  than  himfelf  being 
announced  in  the  newfpapers  about  fix 
years  before  •,  but,  as  they  never  took 
the  trouble  to  trace  his  lordfhip's  courfe, 
they  knew  not  what  had  become  of  him. 
As  Arthur  did  not  mention  him,  they 
imagined  he  was  not  at  the  ball,  and 
that  he  had  not  feen  him.  As  for  El- 
ton, Aubrey's  feelings  in  a  degree  cor- 
refponded  with  Arthur's  j  he  wifhed  he 
could  be  retrieved :  but,  from  the  con- 
verfation  he  had  had  with  Mr.  Cowper, 
he  was  convinced  that  it  was  a  hopelefs 
cafe;  and  that  convidtion  was  now  far- 
ther confirmed  by  the  figure  he  was 
making  at  Warwick.  Aubrey,  how. 

ever, 
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ever,  had  no  fear  of  Arthur;  and, 
pleafed  that  his  excurfion  proved  fo 
agreeable,  he  wrote  next  morning  to 
give  his  confent  to  whatever  he  and  Mr. 
Rowley  determined  on. 

The  imprefiion  made  on  the  fenfes  of 
Col.  Spicer  by  the  figure  and  voice 
of  Emily,  had  fattened  on  his  imagina- 
nation,  and  kept  him  awake  all  nighr. 
He  rofe  early  j  and,  as  foon  as  decency 
would  allow,  called  at  the  parfonage,  to 
apologize  for  Eudoxia's  fir,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  his  mortification  at  the  interruption 
of  the  fong,  which  had  charmed  him  fo 
much.  Emily,  at  his  requeft,  fang  it 
for  him,  accompanying  herfelf;  and  un- 
confcioufly  completed  the  conqueft  of 
the  preceding  evening.  He  protracted 
his  vifit  long  beyond  the  ufual  limits, 
paid  marked  attention  to  the  object  of 
his  admiration,  whom  he  never  ccafcd 
ogling  with  his  arch  eye;  agreed  with 

Aubrey 
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Aubrey  that  fwearirig  was  a  criminal  ha- 
bit ;  affured  Mrs.  Aubrey  that  his  heart 
was  formed  for  conftancy ;  and  never 
once  thought  that  he  was  lefs  agreeable 
to  the  company  than  to  himfelf,  or  that 
he  could  be  confidered  as  encroaching 
on  time. 

The  family  began  to  mifs  Arthur, 
and  not  a  day  pafied  but  they  wiflied  his 
rcturnj  which  another  letter  from  him 
appointed  for  the  following  Saturday. 
Meanwhile  Col.  Spicer's  attention  in- 
creafed :  he  watched  the  motions  of  the 
Aubreys,  and  contrived  to  meet  them 
in  their  rambles.  On  the  day  fixed, 
Arthur  returned.  He  gave  an  account, 
with  great  animation,  of  all  that  he  had 
fcen,  expreffed  the  pleafure  he  had  en- 
joyed, and  particularly  the  delight  he 
had  felt  in  his  trip  to  Stratford.  Emily 
then  afked  him  if  he  had  feen  Lord 
Sudley  ?  "  Oh,  no,"  faid  he ;  "  fortu- 

fl  nately 
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€l  nately  he  was  not  in  the  country,  or  I 
tc  fhould  not  have  feen  his  beautiful 
"  feat,  or  danced  with  the  beautiful  Lady 
"  Sudley  j  for  though  they  are  parted, 
*f  and  Ihe  is  entirely  independent  of  him, 
"  fhe  never  comes  to  Warwick  when 
"  he  is  at  Sudley-Caftle,  as  (he  is  re- 
<f  folved  to  avoid  every  probability  of 
"  meeting  him.  It  feems  they  agreed 
<c  to  a  feparation  in  lefs  than  a  year 
<{  after  they  married.  She  openly  de- 
<f  tefts  him,  and  her  deteftation  is  fup- 
"  ported  by  that  of  all  the  country. 
'*  He  is  in  a  very  ill  ftate  of  health,  and 
*'  is  at  prefent  in  London  confulting 
"  phyficians.  Lady  Sudley  talked  fo 
"  highly  of  the  beauties  of  his  feat,  that 
"  I  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  it,  and  Mr. 
"  Rowley  accompanied  roe." — ft  Where- 
"  abouts  is  it?"  faid  Arthurina."  — 
"  Between  Warwick  and  Stratford," 
faid  he,  "  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  high 

"  road, 
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**  road,  from  which  the  houfe  appears 
<c  at  a  diftance  in  the  midft  of  lofty  trees. 
"  It  is  delightfully  fituated  on  the  Avon, 
t{  and  anfwered  the  expedition  raifed 
"  by  Lady  Sudley's  defcription.  The 
"  grounds  are  fupported  in  the  fined  or- 
"  der,  and  his  pride  in  it  is  the  only  ra- 
<c  tional  delight  he  is  allowed  to  have." 
— "And  where  does  Lady  Sudley  live?" 
faid  Emily.—"  She  has  a  pretty  place  at 
"  Allefley,  near  Coventry,  but  often 
"  ftays  at  Warwick."  Having  given  a 
full  account  of  his  excurfion,  Arthur,  in 
his  turn.,  inquired  how  the  family  had 
fpent  their  time,  and  what  pleafurc  they 
had  had  at  the  converfazione  and  concert 
at  Spicer-Hall.  His  mother  gave  him 
a  hiftory  of  the  ludicrous  reading  of  John 
Gilpin ;  Emily  defcribed  the  entrance 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Colonel  Bobj 
and  Arthurina  made  him  laugh  at  Billy's 
one,  two,  three,  four,  and  the  pop  of 
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Eudoxia's  flays :  but  he  was  moft  de- 
lighted with  Mifs  Spicer's  compelling 
Emily  to  fing  "  fhejoldlertir'dofwars 
"  alarms." 

The  return  of  Arthur  put  everything 
in  its  ufual  train  it  the  parfonage  :  ftudy 
and  amufement  filled  up  the  time ;  tem- 
perance and  rambling  fupplied  health, 
and  months  flowed  away  with  the  even 
joy  of  common  life.  Col.  Spicer  was 
oftener  and  longer  at  Spicer-Hall,  and 
was  more  and  more  affiduous  as  the 
fummer  advanced  in  his  endeavours  to 
make  an  imprefiion  upon  Emily ;  who 
only  waited  his  propofal  to  difmifs  him 
entirely.  Arthur  made  frequent  trips  to 
Warwick,  to  cultivate  a  frie«dmip  he 
had  formed  there  :  and  Aubrey,  after  a 
confiderable  perfeverance  in  private  ad- 
monition, defifted  from  fighting  the 
windmill,  fubmitted  to  the  repulfe  of 
felf-fufficiency,  interchanged  the  com- 
mon 
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mon  civilities  with  his  parifliioners,  felt 
the  value  of  his  exiftence,  and  baniflied 
every  care. 

One  morning,  about  three  weeks  after 
Arthur's  firft  excurfion  to  Warwick,  as 
Aubrey  went  into  the  ftudy,  he  faw  from 
the  window  a  fervant  in  livery  on  horfe- 
back  ring  at  the  gate,  and  immediately 
after  a  handfome  gig  drive  up,  in  which 
was  a  gentleman,  whom  at  the  firft 
glance  he  knew  to  be  Mr.  Elton.  In 
fpite  of  his  meflage  by  Arthur,  no  appa- 
rkion  could  have  furprifed  him  more ; 
and,  fo  tender  was  his  heart  towards 
others,  he  trembled  for  the  painful  fitua- 
tion  in  which  Elton  feemcd  to  place  him- 
felf  by  this  vifit.  Before  he  was  ad- 
mitted, therefore,  Aubrey  defired  Ar- 
thur to  leave  him,  and  to  take  care  that 
none  of  the  family  came  to  the  ftudy. 
Elton  entered  with  a  fmiling  counte- 
nance and  an  cafy  gait  >  as  he  advanced, 
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he  put  out  his  hand,  which  it  was  not  in 
Aubrey's  nature  to  reject,  and  thus  ac- 
cofted  him.  "  After  what  patted  in 
*f  town,  my  dear  Aubrey,  you  would 
"  have  been  furprifed  at  this  vifir, 
<{  had  not  my  mefiage  by  Arthur  pre- 
"  pared  you  for  it.  You  muft  have 
"  thought  ill  of  me,  I  know  you  muft ; 
"  not  only  appearances,  but  reality,  was 
<c  againft  me  •,  and,  whatever  your  opi- 
"  nion  was,  I  excufe  it  from  my  foul, 
"  for  I  defer ved  it.  I  have  always  re- 
«f  preached  myfclf  for  not  calling  in  Al- 
<c  bemarle-ftreet  as  foon  as  I  left  Carey- 
<{  flreetj  but  the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  and 
"  fome  otlier  circumftances,  preffed  fo 
"  much  that,  faith  !  I  thought  of  no- 
*'  thing  but  efcaping  from  London. 
"  Do  not  judge  of  iny  friendfliip  by 
"  what  happened  then,  but  by  the  mo- 
<c  tives  that  bring  me  to  you  now." 
Here  Aubrey's  feelings  underwent  a 
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change,    from    the    morbid  tendernefs 
that  quivered  at  the  fufferings  of  a  guilty 
mind,  to  an   incipient  refentment  at  a 
fecond  attempt  of  duping  him,  which  he 
thought  he  perceived  in  the  drift  of  El- 
ton's laft  expreffion.     He  fixed  his  eyes 
on  him,  prepared  for  the  creation  of 
another  Winfield.     "  My  uncle  Tre- 
"  vor  is  dead,"  proceeded  Elton  :  "  you 
<c  knew  my  uncle  Trevor  ?"— "  I  barely 
<f  remember  him,"   replied  Aubrey.— 
"  You  muft  recollect,"  continued  Elton, 
f{  my  talking  to  you  of  old  Tom  Tre- 
"  vor  the  mifer,my  maternal  uncle,  from 
"  whom  I  could  never  extract  a  milling 
"  while  he  lived."—"  I  hope,"  faid  Au- 
brey,  "  that  dying  he  has  left  you  his " 
«'  fortune." — <f  Not  exactly  that,"  re- 
plied Elton  j  "  the  penurious  wretch  was 
"  appalled  at  the  oppofite  difpofition  of 
«f  my  character,  and  was  (till  more  ter- 
"  rified  at  the  thought  of  bequeathing, 
M  2  "  than 
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<f  than  of  giving  away  his  money  while 
"  alive." — Where  is  this  tale  to  end ! 
thought  Aubrey.  "  Fortunately,"  con- 
tinued Elton,  "  the  old  fool  had  taken 
cc  it  into  his  head  that  he  fhould  die  as 
"  foon  as  he  executed  his  will,  and  he 
"  never  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
"  make  one  ;  the  confequence  was,  that 
"  he  died  inteftate,  and,  as  his  heir,  I 
".  inherit  every  (hilling  of  his  property." 
This  was  a  very  different  conclufion 
from  what  Aubrey  expected:  refent- 
ment  funk,  and  he  fincerely  and  heartily 
congratulated  Elton  on  his  good  fortune. 
«  I  truft,"  faid  he,  «  that  he  died  rich." 
— "  Moderately,"  replied  Elton  :  «  I 
*f  do  not  yet  precifely  know  the  ex- 
"  tent;  for  he  only  died  laft  winter,  and 
"  fome  of  his  money,  I  fear,  is  not  very 
"  fafe,  being  on  ufurious  contrails  j  but 
<c  I  have  no  doubt  I  (hall  do  very  well, 
"  if  1  can  manage  at  firft."  This  re- 
mark 
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mark  revived  Aubrey's  fufpicions,  and 
again  prepared  him  for  fome  attempt  to 
abufe  his  credulity.     "  I  fuppofe,"  pro- 
ceeded Elton,  "  that,  in  the  end,  I  may 
*'  come  in  for  about  feven  hundred  a- 
•*  year,  no  more  :  but  that,  with  care, 
<c  will  foon  remove  my  difficulties,  and 
"  fet  me  up  again.     You  fee  I  am  pru- 
"  dent,  for  J  live  in  lodgings,  as  Arthur 
"  muft  have  told  you }  I   have  only  a 
"  man-fervant  and  a  couple  of  horfes, 
"  and  I  give  my  friends  an  occafional 
"  dinner.     I  am  determined  not  to  ex- 
**  ceed  this  plan  till  my  affairs  are  per- 
"  fe<5lly   arranged."      Aubrey   fmiled, 
and  applauded  his  determination.  "  They 
«c  are  .in  a  good  train,"  continued  Elton; 
<{  1  have  already  been  able  to  liquidate 
**  fome  heavy  claims  upon    me ;    but 
"  nothing  gives  me  fo  much  pleafure  as 
"  to   be  able   to   convince    you   thar, 
"  though  I  was  compelled  to  hurry  from 
M  3  "  cown 
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"  town  at  a  moment  when  I  was  in  pof- 
"  ftflion  of  a  check,  the  balance  of 
"  which  ought  to  have  been  inftamly 
"  paid  to  you,  I  do  not  forget  it. 
"  l*ray,  Aubrey,  do  you  forget  the  ir- 
"  regularity  of  the  tranfaclion,  and  let 
'*  this  check  on  my  banker  efface  all 
"  thoughts  of  the  other."  Saying  this, 
he  took  from  his  pocket-book  an  order, 
already  written,  and  prefented  it  to  Au- 
brey. It  was  drawn  for  three  hundred 
pounds  on  a  refpeclable  houfe  in 
London. 

Aubrey  wajs  now  more  furprifed  than 
ever,  and  he  could  not  but  yield  his 
heart  to  a  conviclion  fo  complete,  of 
the  honourable  principles,  which  were 
only  crufhed  by  adverfe  circumftances, 
and  were  ready  to  raife  their  heads  when 
the  preflure  that  kept  them  under  was 
removed.  The  fabrication  of  the  dif- 
trefs  of  the  Winficlds  was  fmoothed 

away 
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away  by  the  fe verity  of  the  fabricator's 
own  cafe,  and  the  triumph  of  his  virtue; 
and  Aubrey  would  gladly  have  fpared 
Elton  the  recollection  of  it :  but,  of  the 
three  hundred  pounds,  he  had  fent  thirty 
on  his  own  account  to  the  Winfields ; 
and,  to  take  it  back,  was  aukward : 
he,  therefore,  gently  hinted  that  the  drafc 
was  for  more  than  he  had  a  right  to  by 
thirty  pounds.  "  Oh  !  as  to  that,"  faid 
Elton,  «  the  Winfields  — "  He  flopped, 
and  looked  full  in  Aubrey's  face.  The 
manner  of  fpeaking  the  name,  and  the 
look  that  followed,  were  ambiguous :  it 
was  not  eafy  to  tell  whether  Elton  meant 
to  abide  by  the  reality  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  the  diitrefied  family,  or  to  be 
directed,  if  neceffary,  by  the  caft  of 
Aubrey's  countenance,  to  a  confsffion  of 
their  non-entity.  "To  be  detected  in  a 
falfehood,  however,  was  at  all  events  to 
be  avoided  -,  and,  after  a  very  fhort 
M  4  paufe, 
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ps.ufe,  he  proceeded  :  '*  The  Winfields 
"  — ;  nay  prithee,  Aubrey,  forget  the 
"  Winfields,  and  think  it  enough  that 
"  the  money,  the  whole  of  the  money, 
¥  was  applied  to  the  relief  of  diftrefs ; 
'*  no  part  of  it  is  now  wanted,  and  the 
"  whole  again  is  yours." 

Aubrey,  delighted  at  this  proof  of 
Elton's  return  to  virtue,  faid  not  a  word 
that  could  give  him  pain,  but  affurcd 
him  of  his  attachment,  and  begged  to 
fee  him  frequently  at  the  parfonage. 
He  prefled  him  to  dine  with  him  that 
day;  which  he  did:  and  the  family 
being  previously  prepofleffed  in  his  fa- 
vour, on  being  made  acquainted  by  Au- 
brey with  what  had  palled,  a  pleafant 
afternoon  was  fpent  in  the  company  of 
Eicon,  who  made  himfelf  very  agreeable 
to  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls,  confirmed 
his  impreflion  on  Arthur,  and  won  Ar- 
thur-William's heart.  Aubrey  imme- 
diately 
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diately  forwarded  the  drafc  to  Charles 
Senfitive,  infifting  on  his  appropriating 
it  for  Jacob's  wife,  and  putting  him  in 
mind  of  his  promife  to  vifit  Mariton. 
The  draft  Was  regularly  honoured;  and 
Charles  keeping  the  money  to  gratify  his 
friend,  renewed  his  engagement  to  fpend 
fome  time  with  him  in  the  autumn. 
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CHAPTER    XXXV. 

New  Gbojif  at  the  Ca/Ile.  A  Vifit  to  Leicejler. 
Happinefs  of  the  Aubreys*  Arthur  Aubrey 
uritis  to  Mr.  Cowfer. 

THE  tradition  of  the  old  caftle  being 
haunted,  which  had  contributed  to  ren- 
der the  fpot  on  which  the  ruins  flood 
more  folitary,  had  ceafed  to  be  fo  much 
attended  to  fince  the  arrival  of  the  Au- 
brey sj  for  the  path  along  the  river,  and 
thence  to  the  unbeaten  heights,  was  a 
favourite  walk  with  them ;  and  their 
example  had  induced  others  to  rove  at 
times  to  the  ruins.  It  was,  however, 
revived  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer, 
and,  before  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  belief 
grew  fo  ftrong,  that  the  environs  of  the 
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caftle  became  a  greater  folitude  than 
ever;  for  the  more  it  had  been  fre- 
quented, the  lefs  it  attracted  the  Au- 
breys, who  found  other  walks. 

As  the  report  gained  ground,  it  reach- 
ed Aubrey's  earsj  and  he  thought  pro- 
per to  difcountenance  feriouflythe  idle 
tales  which  were  propagated :  he  not 
only  preached  publicly  on  the  abfurdity 
of  crediting  general  and  ufelefs  breaches 
of  the  laws  of  nature,  but  he  talked  pri- 
vately with  the  people,  and  endeavoured 
to  fhame  them  out  of  their  credulity,  by 
afcribing  all  fuch  appearances  as  they 
fpoke  of  to  the  force  of  imagination. 
There  were  more  than  one,  however, 
•who  declared  pofitively  that  they  had 
lately  fcen  ftrange  figures  moving  about 
the  ruins  at  dufk  j  and  one  man  went  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  he  had  feen  the  figure  of  a 
woman  all  on  fire  fink  into  the  earth. 
The  pertinacity  of  thefe  perfons  made 
M  6  Aubrey 
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Aubrey  at  firft  fufpeft  that  fome  people 
had  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  play 
tricks  on  the  Mariton  clowns,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  ghoftly  tradition  j  and  he 
watched  the  ruins  for  feveral  weeks;  but 
nothing  appearing  to  juftify  the  fufpi- 
cion,  he  concluded  that  the  tales  origi- 
nated in  the  illufions  of  fancy  combined 
with  ignorance,  and  defpaired  of  eradi- 
cating the  prejudice. 

Previous  to  the  time  appointed  by 
Senfitive  for  his  vifit  to  the  parfonage, 
the  Aubreys,  all  but  Arthur,  who  went 
into  Warwickfhire,  made  an  excurfion  . 
to  Leicefter,  to  fee  their  venerable 
friend,  Dr.  Searle,  and  the  amiable  Mrs. 
Searlc  and  Amelia.  They  were  received 
with  great  affection.  The  worthy  old 
man  was  ftill  cheerful,  and  poflcfled  his 
faculties  j  but  Aubrey  thought  he  per- 
ceived a  confiderable  change  in  the  lines 
of  his  face,  and  he  lamented  ic  fmcerely. 

After 
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After  fpending  an  agreeable  week  at 
Leicester,  they  would  fain  have  taken 
Amelia  back  with  them  to  Mariton; 
but  her  mother  could  not  fpare  her. 
"  My  uncle,"  faid  me  to  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
"  is  evidently  breaking,  and  daily  re- 
<f  quires  more  attention  :  Amelia  is  my 
"  right  hand  ;  I  mould  be  at  a  great  lofs 
€t  without  her.  You  muft  come  to  us 
<e  again  foon ;  my  uncle  feems  happier 
"  in  your  fociety  than  in  any  otherj  and 
t(  he  continually  fpeaks  of  Mr.  Aubrey 
tf  with  uncommon  warmth  of  affection." 
Aubrey  promifed  another  vifit  as  foon 
as  his  friend  Scnfiuve  left  Mariton  -,  and 
the  family  taking  leave,  went  into  the 
old  coach,  and  proceeded  towards  home. 
On  the  way,  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls 
concurred  with  Aubrey  in  opinion  re- 
fpecting  the  vifible  decay  of  Dr.  Searlea 
and  fpoke  of  him  with  love,  efteem,  and 
ivgret,  Thty  were  filcnt  for  fome  time 

after, 
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after,  till  Aubrey,  preffing  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's hand,  broke  the  filence  by  the 
following  reflexions :  "  What  a  happy 
"  life  do  we  lead !  my  dear  Emily  : 
"  What  a  blefling  has  our  misfortune 
K  proved  to  us  !  I  have  been  fnatched 
"  from  years  of  languid  eafe,  from 
"  thoughtlefs  repetitions  of  frivolous 
"  engagements,  and  roufed  to  the  per- 
"  formance  of  the  facred  duties  of  my 
"  profeffion.  Our  houfe  is  comfortable, 
"  our  neighbours  attentive  and  kind, 
Cf  our  children  virtuous,  amiable,  and 
<c  united."  Emily  and  Arthurina  luffed 
each  one  of  his  hands :  "  Arthur  is  fo 
•*  fenfible,  fo  prudent,  fo  candid,  fb 
"  formed  to  make  friends !  Then  the 
"  profpecl:  I  have  of  enabling  him  to 
"  purfue  the  (ludies  proper  for  the  pro- 
c<  feflion  he  may  chufe.  My  heart  is 
cf  light,  my  Emily;  I  am  the  happieft 
"  of  men."  Thus,  forgetting  all  that 
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was  finifter,  and  gratefully  alive  to  the 
real  happinefs  in  his  poffeffion,  Aubrey 
exulted  in  his  fituation  :  his  wife  and 
daughters  participated  in  his  feelings; 
and  they  drew  up  to  the  parfonage  with 
as  much  delight  as  they  had  ever  expe- 
rienced in  arriving  at  Aubrey-Hall. 

Csefar,  whom  they  had  not  thought 
proper  to  carry  to  Leicefter,  came  out 
to  open  the  carriage-door.  His  face  did 
not  wear  the  fmile  with  which  he  was 
accuftomed  to  meet  his  matter  and  mif- 
trefs.  Aubrey  obferved  the  want  of  it : 
"  Csefar,"  faid  he,  where  is  Arthur  ?" 
— <c  At  home,  fir,"  replied  Csefar, 
averting  his  eye  from  his  matter's. — "  At 
"  home,  and  not  come  to  meet  us ! 
"  What's  the  matter  ?" — <c  Have  pa- 
"  tience,  mafia,"  faid  CseJar;  "  mafs 
"  Arthur  not  very  well.'1  The  alarm 
produced  by  this  information  foon 
cleared  the  eoach :  Aubrey,  followed 

by 
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by  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls,  rulhed 
into  the  hall ;  where  they  met  Mrs. 
Miller,  who  begged  them,  for  God's 
fake,  to  be  calm,  before  they  attempted 
to  fee  Arthur.  "  But  will  nobody  tell 
"  me  what  is  the  matter  with  him  ?" 
cried  Mrs.  Aubrey,  in  great  agitation.— 
"  He  was  feized  lad  night  with  a  fever," 
faid  Mrs.  Miller,  "  which  has  been  in- 
**  creafing  ever  fince  j  he  is  delirious  at 
"  times ;  and  Mr.  Browne  fays  he  muft 
"  be  kept  very  quiet."—"  Oh,  my 
«  child  !"  cried  Mrs.  Aubrey :  "  where 
"  is  Mr.  Browne  ?  Has  any  body  elfe 
"  feen  him  ?  Send  for  Mr.  Browne  di- 
"  reaiy."— "  Pray,  my  miftrefs,"  faid 
Csefar,  "  pray  Mifs  Emily,  pray  Mifs 
'«  Arthurina,  go,  flop  in  the  parlour  till 
"  Mr.  Browne  come  to  you :  he  'long 
"  wid  Mafs  Arthur  now.  Go,  Mrs. 
"  Miller,  go  up,  fend  him  down." 

While 
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While  Mrs.  Miller  was  gone,  Casfar 
informed  Aubrey,  that  Arthur  came 
home  on  the  morning  of  the  preceding 
day ;  that  he  feemed  extremely  uneafy, 
walked  all  the  morning  up  and  down  the 
parlour,  ate  no  dinner,  wrote  a  letter  in 
the  afternoon,  tore  it,  wrote  another,  and 
tore  that,  drank  feveral  glaffes  of  water, 
and  at  lalt  complained  of  being  feverim. 
"  He  put  his  hand  on  mine,"  faid  Cas- 
far, "  and  a(k  me  if  he  not  very  hot.  I 
"  was  frightened,  and  went  directly  for 
"  Mr.  Browne,  widout  tell  him  I  was 
<f  going."  As  Casfar  was  fpeaking, 
Mr.  Browne  came  into  the  room.  The 
diftracled  family  flew  round  him.  "  Let 
"  me  beg  you  to  be  compofed,"  faid 
he. — et  Is  he  in  danger  ?" — <f  He  will 
cc  be  in  greater  danger,"  replied  Mr. 
Browne,  "  if  he  fees  any  of  you  agi- 
tr  tated.  When  I  faw  him  yefterday, 
"  I  imagined,  from  his  account,  that 

"  the 
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"  the  fever  was  the  confequence  of  vio- 
<r  lent  exercife :  I  therefore  bled  him, 
"  and  hoped  a  night's  reft,  affifted  with 
"  the  medicine  I  gave  him,  would  have 
"  got  it  under ;  bur,  when  I  faw  him 
"  this  morning,  I  determined  without 
"  delay  to  call  in  Doftor  Murray." — 
"  Oh  !  my  child  !"  cried  Mrs.  Aubrey. 
— "  I  difpacched  an  exprefs  to  Litch- 
"  field,"  continued  Mr.  Browne,  ft  and 
"  I  have  been  expeding  him  this  hour 
"  part." — "  You  think  he  is  in  danger 
"  then  ?" — "  Difeafes  are  all  more  or 
"  lefs  dangerous,"  replied  the  apothe- 
cary; "  but,  I  truft,  that  this  will  not 
"  baffle  the  fkill  of  Dr.  Murray."— 
ff  May  I  not  go  up  to  his  room,"  cried 
his  mother,  vfith  a  diftracted  counte- 
nance.—" I  advife  you  to  wait  a  lit- 
"  tie,"  faid  he  :  "  his  imagination  wan- 
"  ders;  your  appearing  may  make  him 
"  more  delirious :  (lay,  and  hear  what 

«  the 
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"  the  dodor  fays."  With  the  moft 
anxious  reluctance  did  Mrs.  Aubrey  fol- 
low the  advice  of  Mr.  Browne,  whom 
flie  begged  to  go  and  fit  with  Arthur  till 
the  phyfician  came. 

He  inftantly  complied ;  and  Csefar, 
hearing  him  go,  returned  to  the  parlour, 
to  Ihare  the  miiery  of  the  family. 
"  Mafia  !"  faid  he,  "  it  long  time  fince 
<c  I  trijnk  fomething  ail  Mafs  Arthur. 
"  He  never  fhow  his  uneafinefs  before 
"  you,  my  miftrefs,  or  the  young  ladies ; 
"  but,  when  he  alone,  he  melancholy, 
<f  and  fometimes  tears  run  down  his 
"  cheeks."  This  information  was  a  thun- 
der-bolt to  Aubrey.  <c  Is  it  poffible  !" 
exclaimed  he,  "  is  it  poffible  that  there 
"  is  any  thing  on  his  mind  which  he 
<f  would  conceal  from  me !  Has  he 
ce  withdrawn  his  confidence  from  me  ! 
"  that  confidence,  that  candour  which  we 
"  prize  fo  much,  on  which  our  happi- 

"  nefs 
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*'  nefs  is  built  ?  Oh  !  my  Ton  !  my  fon  I 
«•  what  demon  has  been  able  to  Ihut  a 
"  heart  fo  pure,  fo  tranfparent !"— • 
••  Oh !  my  dear  papa !"  cried  Emily, 
burfting  into  tears,  f<  it  cannot  be ;  it 
"  is  fome  miftake:  indeed,  Casfar,  there 
"  is  fome  miftake."  Arthurina's  heart 
was  too  much  predifpofed  to  fympathy 
to  refift  the  contagion  of  Emily's  tears  : 
without  fpeaking,  (he  reclined  her  head 
on  Aubrey's  neck,  and  wept  bitterly. 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  her  elbow  refting  on  the 
table,  and  her  hand  covering  her  eyes, 
fuffered  the  keened  agonies  of  imagina- 
tion. Arthur-William  fat  on  a  low  (tool 
at  her  knee,  and  hid  his  face  in  her  lap* 
A  filence  of  agony  enfued  :  it  lafted  till 
the  founds  of  carnage- wheels  and  the 
ringing  of  the  gate- bell  announced  the 
phyfician.  By  Mr.  Browne's  defire,  he 
was  mown  into  the  ftudy,  where  he  at- 
tended him  to  communicate  his  obfer- 

vations, 
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rations, and  the  fteps  he  had  taken.  They 
then  joined  the  family.  Dr.  Murray  was 
as  humane  and  tender  as  he  was  fkilful. 
He  entered  the  parlour  with  an  encou- 
raging look,    aflured    them    that   Mr. 
Browne  had  faid  nothing  to  make  him 
defpair,  and  hoped  that  he  mould  bring 
them  a  favourable   account.     He  was 
then  conducted  to  his  patient's  room  by 
Mr.  Browne,  whom  Aubrey  followed, 
and  who,  at  the  door,  prepared  him  to 
find  his  fon  in  a  (late  of  delirium.     Mrs. 
Miller  was  fitting  at  the  bed- fide.     Ar- 
thur was  very  reftlefs,   rolled  his  eyes 
from  fide   to   fide,   and  talked   incohe- 
rently ;     he    was  infenfible    to  all   that 
pafled.    While  Dr.  Murray  approached 
and  felt  his  hand,  Aubrey  threw  himfelf 
upon  his  knees  at  the  foot  of  the  bed, 
and    wept    and    prayed    like    a   father. 
«c  The  love  I  feel  for  my  children  is  thy 
<f  will, oh  heavenly  Parept!  Thou  gave  ft 

"  them 
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"  them  to  me  !  Thou  knoweft  how 
"  watchful  I  have  been  of  the  truft  .  .  ." 
— "  Poor  man  !"  faid  Dr.  Murray,  "  I 
te  feel  for  you  j  but  moderate  your 
"  emotions  for  the  fake  of  the  objefts 
"  of  your  afTt&ion  :  the  fever  runs  very 
"  high,  but  dill  I  do  not  defpair  getting 
"  him  through  it :  the  ifiue  lies  with 
"  Providence,  and  I  hope  I  (hall  be  a 
"  fuccefsful  inftrument  in  his  hands." 
Aubrey  had  never  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life  been  fo  agitated  before.  He  rofe, 
thanked  Dr.  Murray,  wiped  away  his 
tears,  and  faid  he  feared  the  caufe  of  Ar- 
thur's malady  lay  deeper  than  ufual ; 
that  it  was  in  his  mind.  "  We  will  talk 
"  of  that  hereafter,"  replied  thedo<5lor; 
"  at  prefent  we  muft  endeavour  to  re- 
ce  duce  the  violence  of  the  fever."  He 
then  ordered  more  blood  to  be  taken 
from  his  patient  j  and  returned  to  the 
parlour  to  write  a  prefer iption.  As  the 

cafe 
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cafe  was  doubtful,  though  his  fears  pre- 
ponderated, he  thought  it  his  part  to 
give  hope;  and,  accordingly,  both  his 
converfation  and  demeanour  were  a- 
dapted  to  that  defign.  He  permitted 
Mrs.  Aubrey  to  fit  up  part  of  the  night 
with  her  fon,  on  herpromifing  to  confi- 
der  delirium  as  common  to  acute  fevers, 
and  no  particular  fymptom  of  danger: 
and,  at  her  entreaty,  he  took  a  bed  at 
the  parfonage.  Mrs.  Miller  was  fent  to 
take  reft,  and  Nanny  fupplied  her  place 
in  Arthur's  room,  where  Aubrey  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  pafled  the  moil  miferable 
night  they  had  ever  known  in  their  lives: 
neither  did  Emily  nor  Arthurina  clofe 
their  eyes  j  they  fat  up  and  liftened,  and 
prayed,  and  wept. 

In   the  morning,  Dr.  Murray  found 
that,  notwithstanding  the  copious  bleed- 
ing of  his  patient,   the  fever  had  rifen  ; 
his  pulle  was  ftill  hard  and  more  fre- 
quent. 
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quent.      He  dire&ed   Mr.  Browne   to 
continue  the  medicine  prefcribed,  and  to 
take  fome  more   blood  at   noon ;  and 
then  went  off  for  Litchfield,  promifing 
to  return  at  night.     It  was  Sunday  ;  and 
Aubrey  had  returned  from  Leicefter  to 
do  his  duty  ;  but,  finding  that  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  him  to  attend,  he  had 
requefted  Mr.  Browne,  on  his  leaving 
him  the  evening  before,  to  engage  a 
young  clergyman  refiding  at  Loughbo- 
rough  to  fupply  his  place.     The  whole 
neighbourhood  foon  heard  of  Arthur's 
dangerous  ilate,  and  the  gate  of  the  par- 
fonage  was  crowded  with  inquiries.  His 
fever  continued  to  rage  ;  and  Dr.  Mur- 
ray, at  his  return  in  the  evening,  could 
not  confole  the  family  with  an  afiurance 
of  any  favourable  change.     The  par- 
fonage,  where  happinefs  feemed  to  have 
taken  up  its  abode,  prefented  only  fcenes 
of  the  moft   poignant^  diftrefs.      Day 

pafied 
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pafTc-d  without  hope,  and  night  without 
reft.  The  ftruggle  between  difeafe  and 
conftitution  lafted  the  whole  week.  Dr. 
Murray  came  every  day,  and  generally 
took  his  bed  in  the  houfc.  He  faid  and 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  com- 
fort and  fupport  the  Aubreys  in  this 
moft  dreadful  trial.  The  duration  of 
the  fever  did  not  fail  to  alarm  himfelf, 
and  he  watched  for  the  crifis  of  it  with 
the  moft  anxious  perfeverance,  adminif- 
tering  all  that  his  fkill  and  experience 
iuggcfted.  At  the  end  of  the  week  he 
knew  a  change  muft  take  place.  He 
did  not  quit  the  houfe  all  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

On  Sunday  night  the  delirium  was 
higher  than  ever.  His  mother,  herfelf 
nearly  exhaufted,  continued  to  watch, 
him.  Dr.  Murray  having  purpofely 
flcpc  in  the  day-time,  joined  her  at  one 
•o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  ex- 

VOL.  in.  N  pec"led 
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peeled  the  change.  Pie  found  her 
{landing  at  the  bed- fide,  the  chair  on 
which  fhe  had  been  fitting  behind  her, 
her  arms  folded,  her  eyes  fixed  upon 
her  fon,  who  lay  perfectly  (lill,  breath- 
ing hard,  but  more  freely.  The  doctor, 
in  a  whifper,  begged  fhe  would  leave 
the  room.  "  Then  you  think  it  is  all 
tc  over!"  cried  Ihe  :  "  no,  I  will  ftay 
"  till  the  lail  moment  by  him." — 
"  Hum!"  faid  he;  "  he  flceps :  you 
"  know  not  the  confequence  of difturb- 
"  ing  him  at  prefent:  if  you  will  (lay, 
"  fit  down  and  be  quiet."  She  was 
filent,  and  fat  down  on  the  chair  from 
which  (he  had  rifen.  Mrs.  Miller,  who 
had  been  fitting  at  the  head  of  the  bed, 
gave  her  feat  to  Dr.  Murray,  and  re- 
moved to  another  part  of  the  room. 
A  folemn,  anxious  filence  enfued,  and 
laded  for  four  hours.  It  was  foon  broad 
day-light.  At  five  o'clock  Arthur 

turned 
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turned  round,  and  faid,  in  a  compofed 
tone  of  voice,  "  Edmund  !  where  are 
"  you,  Edmund  ?"  His  mother  would 
have  rifen,  but  Murray's  finger  re- 
drained  her.  Arthur's  back  was  turned 
to  the  fide  where  they  were,  and  he  had 
thrown  his  arm  over  the  fheet.  Murray 
felt  his  pulfe,  looked  at  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
and  fmiled.  "  He  will  live !"  cried 
fhe,  ftarting  up;  "  O  God  !  he  will  live! 
*{  My  boy  will  live !  my  boy  will  live !" 
She  darted  out  of  the  room,  flew  to  her 
own  chamber,  calling  Aubrey  ;  and,  not 
finding  him  there,  ran  down  flairs.  She 
found  him  with  Emily,  Arthurina,  and 
Csefar,  in  the  parlour,  where  they  had 
been  fitting  all  night  j  Aubrey  on  the 
fopha,  his  girls  by  him,  each  holding  a 
hand,  and  leaning  on  his  neck;  C^far  on 
Arthur-William's  mahogany  ftool,  his 
head  on  his  left  hand,  and  his  right  hand 
fupportir.gtheelbowofhisleftarm.  They 
N  2  flew 
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flew  towards  the  door — Mrs.  Aubrey 
•was  too  much  agitated  to  fpeak ;  and 
they,  expecting  the  fatal  fcntence,  took 
it  for  granted.  They  ftood  for  a  minute 
gazing  at  her  with  horror.  She  ftrove 
in  vain  to  articulate  her  words,  funk  upon 
the  floor,  and  fainted  away. 

Dr.  Murray  came  in  in  the  midft  of  this 
complicated  fcene  of  diftrefs,  and  having 
immediately  undeceived  Aubrey  and  his 
daughters,  afiifted  in  recovering  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  whom  they  placed  upon  the 
fopha.  When  (he  revived,  Aubrey  afk- 
cd  Murray  if  there  were  any  hope. 
"  Great  hope,"  replied  he,  "  the  foftneis 
"  of  his  pulfe,  and  the  moifture  of  his 
"  fkm  indicate  a  favourable  iffue.  Come, 
<e  be  fatisfied  and  compofe  your  fpirits, 
«*  unlefs  you  have  a  mind  to  throw  your- 
"  felves  into  the  ftate  from  which  my 
<c  patient  is  efcaping."  Convinced  by 
the  doctor's  manner  that  there  was  a 

great 
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great  change  in  Arthur  for  the  better, 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  Emily,  and  Arthurina, 
being  worn  out  by  anxiety  and  watch- 
ing, confented  to  take  ibme  reft  in  bed, 
and  to  refrefli  themfelves  completely  be- 
fore they  had  any  communication  with 
him.  When  they  reared,  Aubrey  ac- 
companied Dr.  Murray  back  to  Ar- 
thur's chamber.  As  they  entered, 
he  faid,  without  moving:—"  What's 
o'clock  ?"  Dr.  Murray  made  a  fign  to 
Aubrey  to  go  round  the  bed  and  anfwer. 
"About  fix,"  faid  Aubrey,  obeying  the 
doctor's  fign.  "Oh  Sir!  is  it  you?'* 
faid  he  j  "I  thought  it  was  Edmund 
Smyth."  t(  How  are  you,  my  dear 
Arthur,"  faid  Aubrey,  fitting  down  on 
the  bedfide,  and  taking  his  hand,  which 
though  warm  was  rnoift.  "  Very  well, 
"  thank  you,"  he  replied.  "  Not  very 
l<  well,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  but  getting 
"  well." — "  Didn't  fomebody  come  in 
N  3  "  with 
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"  with  you  ?"  afked  Arthur,  turning  his 
head,  when,  perceiving  the  fhadow   of 
the  dofior,  he  added,  "  who  is  that  be- 
"  hind  the  curtain  ?  Edmund,  is  it  you?" 
"  My  dear  boy,"  cried  Aubrey,  "  be 
tc  compofcd,  and  you  fhall  fee  Edmund. 
"  You  muft  take  care  -of  yourfelf,  for 
"  you  have   been  very  ill.     Have  you 
V  any  objedion  to  fee  Dr.  Murray."— 
"  Certainly  not,"  replied  he,  "  is  that  the 
"  doclor    behind   the   curtain?"—"  It 
"  is,"  faid  Aubrey  :  on  which  the  doc- 
tor came  forward,  faying,   "  you  muft 
"  not  be  alarmed  at  feeing  a  phyfician 
"  in  your  room  -,  for  you  are  out  of  my 
"  hands  before  you  knew  you  were  under 
<f  them.     Now  that  you  art-  in  no  dan- 
"  ger  whatever,   I  may  venture  to  tcil 
"  you,  that  you  have  had  a  very  ferious 
11  illnefs."     He  then   fhook  hands  with 
him,   felt  his   pulfe,   afked    him    fome 
queftions,  and  pronounced  him  conva- 

Icfcent, 
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kfcent.  At  the  fame  time,  he  forbade 
him  to  exert  himfelf  in  any  way,  till  he 
had  his  permifiion.  Arthur  promifed 
obedience,  but  harped  on  Edmund 
Smyth.  "  Have  I  only  dreamt  jr.,"  faid 
he,  *f  or  is  Edmund  in  the  houfe  ?" 
— "  You  have  dreamt  it,  my  good 
"  friend,"  faid  the  doftor.  "  Should 
**  you  like  to  have  him  here  ?"  faid 
Aubrey.  "  Oh  !  very  much  indeed," 
replied  he.  «'  I  have  had  fuch  dreams 
"  about  you  all,  but  fo  much  ftronger 
"  than  dreams  in  general.  I  faw..  " 
— "  Come,  come,"  faid  Dr.  Murray, 
"  you  muft  not  talk  fo  much.  We  muft 
"  leave  you;  and  pray,  Mrs.  Miller,  do 
"  not  fuffer  him  to  talk."  At  the  men- 
tion of  Mrs.  Miller's  name  Arthur  turned 
to  fee  her:  «  'Sbidlikins!"  faid  he, 
'*  how  arc  you  ?  Where  is  my  mother  ? 

<c  and " — "  No   more,    no  more  :" 

faid  the  dcclor,  interrupting  him—*'  lie 
N  4  "  quiet 
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*'  quiet  till  I  fee  you  again ;  and  be  re- 
"  regular  in  taking  the  medicines  I  mall 
"  order  you.  I  fhall  fee  you  in  the 
"  evening."  He  then  left  the  room, 
taking  Aubrey  with  him. 

His  poft-chaife,  which  he  had  ordered 
the  evening  before,  drove  up  to  the  gate 
as  he  was  going  down  flairs  :  but  before 
he  fet  off,  he  went  into  the  fitting-room 
to  breakfaft,  which  Ccefar,  on  being 
made  happy  by  the  joyful  tidings,  had 
raken  care  to  get  ready.  Here  Dr. 
Murray,  after  congratulating  Aubrey 
on  the  profpect  of  Arthur's  recovery^ 
faid  }  "  and  now>  my  good  Sir,  let  me, 
"  both  as  a  friend  and  as  a  phyfician, 
"  give  you  a  caution.  You  told  me, 
"  that  you  had  reafon  to  believe  your 
"  fon's  illnefs  had  a  mental  caufc  :  I 
"  know  it,  and  I  will  tell  it  to  you; 
"  but  you  muft  be  prudent,  or  I  predict, 
"  from  the  fenfibility  of  this  youth's 

"  temper* 
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<f  temperament,  you  will  have  ferious 
lf  caufe  of  repentance.  When  you  know 
"  the  evil,  be  careful  in  applying  the 
"  remedy.  Your  fon  has  been  fc- 
"  duceci — "— "  Great  God  !"  exclaimed 
Aubrey.  "  For  fome  time  pad,"  con- 
tinued Dr.  Murray,  "  he  has  been  en- 
c<  gaged  with  a  very  beautiful  woman,  to 
"  whom  he  was  introduced  at  Warwick." 
— «c  Surely,"  cried  Aubrey,  "  not  with 
"  Lady  Sudley!" — "Why  not  with  Lady 
"  Sudley,  as  well  as  any  other  lady,"  re- 
plied Murray.  <c  Oh  !  fool,  fool,  that 
"  I  was,"  exclaimed  Aubrey,  "  to  truft 
<f  him  from  under  my  own  care!" — 
"  Nay,  nay,"  faid  the  doctor,  "  it  is  well 
"  it's  no  worfe." — "  No  worie  !  What 
"  can  be  worfe  than  the  lofs  of  that  can- 
"  dour  which  was  my  glory  !  the  once 
"  limpid  ftream  of  truth  is  made  turbid  ; 
<e  I  can  fee  no  more  to  the  bottom  of  his 
<c  foulj  the  friendmip  that  fubfifted  be- 
N  5  "  tween 
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"  tween  us  is  injured.     Vices  are  linked 

"in  a  chain;  one  brings  on  another: 

"  difiimulation    attends    them    all !" — 

"  My    good   Sir,"    faid    Dr.    Murray, 

<f  without  exculpating  your  fon,  though  I 

"  think  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to 

"  obtain  his  pardon  from  the  moft  fcru- 

"  pulous  judge,  I  muft  obferve,  that  a 

cc  fccret  of  this  kind  muft  be  confidered  as 

"  lefs  criminal  than  the  divulging  of  it. 

"  After  being   tempted,   the   confefllon 

tf  of  a  crime  of  this  nature  was  not  to 

"  be  expected  j  was  not  to   be  wifhcd 

'*  for  j  for  it  would,  on  reflection,  have 

"  lowered    him  even   in   your  opinion. 

"  My  advice  to  you  is,  to  appear  igno- 

"  rant  of  the  matter,  and  to  leave  time  to 

"  work  his  cure  :  I  fpeak  as  a  phyfician 

"  — for  health  and  life  may  depend  upon 

•'  ir.     Lady  Sudlcy  cannot  hold  fuch  a 

*'  youth  long  in  her  chains  j  for  (lie  has 

"  nothing  more  than  a  little    perfonal 

2  **  beauty : 
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"  beauty :  her  mind  is  very  deficient,  and 
"  her  paffions  very  ftrong.  I  have 
"  known  her  from  her  infancy.  Lord 
f<  Sudley,  an  emaciated  debauchee,  mar- 
<c  ried  her  for  her  face,  and  grew  tired 
c*  of  her  in  a  few  months.  Since  their 
"  feparation,  (he  is  fufpcctrd  to  have  led 
<f  a  loofe  life,  and  has  but  juft  managed 
<c  to  keep  a  footing  in  fociety.  She 
<f  has  now  again  made  hcrfelf  the  lub- 
"jeft  of  the  tattle  of  the  day  j  and 
«•'  her  amour  with  your  fon  is  fully  can- 
"  vaffcd,  both  at  Coventry  and  War- 
c<  wick."  Aubrey  ftoo-d  aghaft.  "  I  had 
<e  the  whole  account  from  a  friend,  who 
<e  refides  at  the  former  place  :  nay,  even 
"  the  compunctions  of  your  fon  are  no 
"  fecret  j  for,  though  he  is  filent,  the 
"  lady  herfelf  has  loft  her  difcretion.  I 
"  really  believe  this  fever  has  been 
"  brought  on  by  his  feelings  of  remorfe 
"  confpiring  with  violent  exercife :  but 
N  6  "  he 
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"  he  vvill  recover,  if  you  do  not  impede 
"  his  progrefs.  You  muft,  as  much  as 
"  poffible,  divert  his  mind  from  thoughts 
"  that  are  likely  to  opprefs  it."  Au- 
brey thanked  the  doclor,  and,  with  a 
figh,  promifed  to  attend  to  his  advice  : 
he  then  conducted  him  to  his  carriage*. 

Arthur's  intrigue,  the  notoriety  of  his 
crime,  the  breach  of  candour,  funk  deeply 
into  Aubrey's  heart  j  but  the  love  of  his 
fon  predominated :  he  refolved  for  the 
prefent  to  conceal  his  emotions ;  and, 
with  the  hope  of  diverting  his  ideas,  and 
accelerating  his  recovery,  he  wrote  a 
prtfiing  folicitation  to  Mr.  Cowper  to 
Tend  Edmund  to  Mariton. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Progrefs  of  Arthur's  Recovery.  Friendship 
with  Edmund  Smyth.  Cupid  lurking  beneath 
a  Shrub  on  the  Bank  of  a  River.  Aubrey 
opens  his  Mind  to  Edmund.  Arrival  of  a 
Friend.  Departure  of  Arthur  and  Edmund. 

IN  the  courfc  of  a  few  days,  Arthur 'was 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Murray  to  be  out  of 
danger;  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  his  filters 
were  fuffered  to  chat  in  his  room,  and 
Arthur- William  came  and  faid  his  lef- 
fons  to  him.  But,  though  he  daily  gained 
ftrength,  his  cheerfulnefs  kept  no  pace 
with  his  recovery.  The  engaging  fmile, 
that  ufed  fo  often  to  illume  his  counte- 
nance, did  not  re-appear:  he  fpoke  affec- 
tionately, but  ferioufly  >  and  he  was  more 

inclined 
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inclined  to  be  thoughtful  than  talka- 
tive. At  firft  Aubrey  made  Tome  allow- 
ance for  the  (late  of  his  nerves,  after 
fuch  an  attack  as  he  had  fufTered  j  but 
when  he  obferved  that  his  thoughtfulnefs 
increafcd  in  the  courfe  of  his  convalef- 
cence,  he  became  doubly  wretched,  and 
felt  the  more  from  being  now  compelled 
to  difguife  his  wrecchednefs  under  a  (how 
of  joy.  He  was  more  anxious  than  ever 
to  have  Edmund  Smyth  at  the  parfon- 
age  i  and  a  week  having  elapfed  fince 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Cowper,  he  was  greatly 
furprifed  that  he  had  heard  nothing  of 
him. 

It  was  not  till  Arthur  had  begun  to 
walk  from  room  to  room  on  the  fame 
floor  with  his  chamber,  and  was  talking  of 
going  down  ftairs,  and  into  the  garden, 
that  Aubrey's  fufpence  was  removed  by 
the  arrival  of  Edmund's  portmanteau, 
which  had  been  fent  on  in  a  public  car- 
riage. 


AUBREY.  279 

riage.     The  fi?>ht  of  his  name  on  the 

o  cj 

direction  fpread  joy  through  the  family. 
Arthur  fmiled  from  his  heart,  and  cried, 
"  huzza."  The  portmanteau  was  re- 
ceived, but  its  mafter  did  not  make  his 
appearance  :  for  two  days  the  Aubreys 
were  in  conftant  expectation  of  feeing 
their  young  friend,  and  began  to  be 
uneafy  left  fome  accident  had  hap- 
pened. On  the  fourth  day  he  arrived, 
having  been  three  on  the  road,  as  he 
was  mounted  on  one  of  his  uncle's 
horfes.  Giving  his  horfe  to  Casfar,  who 
opened  the  gate  to  him,  he  haftened  to 
the  fitting-room,  where  he  found  the 
whole  family.  The  bafiifulnefs,  which 
at  his  firft  interview  with  them  in  Albe- 
marle  ftreet  had  caft  a  little  ruftic  awk- 
wardnefs  on  his  manners,  was  very  much 
worn  off  j  and  the  difguife  of  his  figure, 
under  his  village  drab,  was  entirely  re- 
moved, for  he  was  now  dreffcd  in  clothes 

which 
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which  were  made  while  he  was  in  town. 
The  colour  of  his  coat  was  a  high  brown, 
which  fet  off  his  face  to  advantage  ;  and, 
being  well  and  fafhionably  made,  his 
perfon  had  fair  play,  and  appeared  ele- 
gant. He  wore  a  white  waiftcoat,  and 
leather  breeches,  with  boots  and  fpurs. 
He  entered  with  an  cafe  and  grace  that 
furprifed  and  delighted  the  Aubreys, 
who  received  him  with  great  affection, 
which  was  returned  in  a  very  engaging 
manner.  He  accounted  for  Mr.  Cow- 
per's  not  immediately  replying  to  Au- 
brey's letter,  by  telling  him  that  he  was 
not  at  Edenbower  when  it  came;  and 
that,  as  foon  as  he  returned,  he  thought 
it  better  to  difpatch  the  portmanteau 
than  to  write.  After  anfwering  ail  the 
kind  enquiries,  made  for  his  unde,  his 
mother,  and  fitter,  "  Well  Arthur," 
faid  he,  "  — we  always  call  you  Arthur 
*'  at  Edenbower — well,  my  dear  friend, 

"  you 
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<c  you  mud  make  hade  and  get  ftout, 
"  to  return  with  me  ;  for  my  uncle  fays 
<c  that  I  muft  make  it  the  preliminary  of 
"  my  May  at  Mariton  :  and  he  gives  me 
"  a  full  fortnight,  if  you  ftipulace  to  be 
"  quite  well  at  the  end  of  it." — '«  I  am 
"  getting  round  fad,"  replied  Arthur, 
"  but  no  ftipulatton  can  be  agreeable  to 
"  me,  or  any  of  us,  which  includes  your 
"  leaving  Mariton."  Aubrey,  however, 
being  ft  ruck  with  the  advantage  that 
might  be  reaped  from  Arthur's  vifit  to 
Mclford,  where  he  would  be  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  object  and  fcene  of  his 
misfortune,  faiJ,  "  Arthur  will  be  happy 
4i  to  return  with  you,  I  am  fure  j  but 
"  meanwhile  let  us  forget  the  period  of 
"  your  going."  That  was  foon  banifhtd 
from  their  thoughts.  Edmund  was  full 
of  fpirits,  Emily  and  Arthurina  rcfumed 
their  natural  livelinefs,  and  Aubrey  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  had  the  happinefs  of  ob- 

ferving 


ferving  the  revival  of  Arthur's  fmile.  In 
three  days  after  Edmund's  arrival,  Ar- 
thur was  able  to  walk  round  the  garden 
xvith  him*  and  before  the  week  was  over, 
he  ftrolled  with  his  fitters  and  Edmund 
to  the  cattle  ruins. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  he  was 
well  enough  to  go  out,  vifits  of  congra- 
tulation poured  in  upon  the  Aubreys, 
which  Aubrey  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  ma- 
naged  in  general  to  receive  alone,  in 
order  that  the  young  folks  might  not  be 
deprived  of  their  rambles.  Among  the 
firft  vifiton  were  the  Spicersj  the  colo- 
nel had  made  it  a  point  with  them,  and 
that  they  mould  inform  him  when  the 
family  began  to  fee  company,  that  he 
might  return  to  Mariton  from  town, 
whither  he  had  gone  on  finding  the  door 
of  the  parfonage  fhut  by  Arthur's  illnefs. 
When  Arthur  grew  ftronger,  Edmund 
and  he  fometimes  rode  on  horfcback, 

that 
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that  the  former  might  fee  the  country  to  a 
greater  extent :  in  thcfe  rides  the  girls 
were  left  behind  j  and  the  two  young 
men,  led  by  a  congeniality  of  fcntiment, 
formed  a  fricndfliip  of  the  warmed  and 
nobleft  kind.  Out  of  their  own  families 
neither  of  them  had  yet  met  with  any 
perfon  of  cither  fex  who  fo  fully  took 
poflrflion  of  his  heart ;  the  attachment 
was  mutually  grateful,  and  each  felt  and 
declared  that  he  could  facrificc  his  life 
for  the  other. 

A  foul  fo  congenial  with  Arthur'*, 
could  not  but  be  congenial  with  Emily's 
aJfo,  but  to  form  a  fimilar  friendfhip  with 
his  fitter  was  not  fo  eafy.  Jn  company 
Edmund  delighted  to  addrefs  his  conver- 
fation  to  her,  but  when  left  by  accident 
alone  with  her,  far  from  feeling  the 
promptnefs  with  which  he  had  declared 
his  fentiments  to  her  brother,  he  became 
immediately  refervedj  his  lips  were 

mute, 
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mute,  his  locks  conftrained.  His  fiicnce 
and  embarrafiment,  however,  were  more 
eloquent  than  words  to  Emily,  whofe 
downcaft  eye,  and  fympathetic  taciturnity, 
unconfcioufly  marked  che  conformity  and 
harmony  of  their  fouls.  She  perceived 
what  he  had  no  idea  of  betraying  j  the 
felt  that  flie  was  beloved  by  him.  Ed- 
mund was  not  fo  penetrating :  he  did  not 
fee  either  into  his  own  heart  or  hers ; 
and,  though  he  was  not  devoid  of  am- 
bition, he  had  never  once  fuffered  hiin- 
felf  to  conceive  a  matrimonial  alliance 
poffible,  in  the  fituation  of  life  in  which 
he  ftood ;  not  on  account  of  his  entire 
dependence  on  his  uncle,  who  was  indeed 
a  father  to  him,  but  becaufe  his  mother 
and  filler  were  combined  in  that  depen- 
dence, and  his  uncle  had  taught  him  to 
confider  them  as  the  firft  objects  of  the 
care  of  his  life.  He  only  wifhed,  there- 
fore, to  form  fuch  a  friendfhip  with 

Emily, 
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Emily,  as  he  had  formed  with  her  bro- 
ther, without  being  aware  that  it  was  im- 
pofiible.    But  this  impofiibility  was  made 
clear  to  him,  by  an  accident  which  hap- 
pened during  hisftayatMariton.  Emily's 
handkerchief  was  blown  by  the  wind  out 
of  her  hand,  as  (lie  turned  from  the  river 
fide  to  purfue  the  path   leading  to  the 
caftle  ruins.     It  was  caught  by  a  branch 
of  a  fhrub,  overhanging  one  of  thofe 
deep   holes,  which   here  and  there   are 
formed   in  the  beds  of  fhallow  dreams. 
She  called  out  as  the  handkerchief  flew 
away  :  Edmund  leaned  over  the  bank  to 
reach  itj  he  ftretched   till  he    loft  his 
poife,  on  which  he  feized  the  branch  to 
fave  himfelf  from  failing.     The  branch 
was  brittle,  it  broke,  and  he  fell  with  ir, 
handkerchief  and  all,  into  the  river,  which 
at  that  place  was  very  deep.     Before  he 
reached  the  water  Emily  fcreamed  -,  but 
when  in  confequence  of  the  height  from 

which 
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which  he  fell,  flic  faw  him  fink,  her  agi- 
tation overcame  all  fear  of  danger;  (he 
clafped  her  hands,  and  crying  out — "  O 
"  fave  him  !  fave  him  !"  plunged  into 
the  river  after  him.  The  deep  part  of 
the  water  extended  but  a  little  way  ;  and 
Ed mund  could  fwim.  He  rofe  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide,  as  Emily  left  the  bank.  He 
had  heard  her  words,  and  turned  to  look 
at  her :  he  darted  towards  her,  and 
caught  her  by  the  arm,  at  the  inftant  her 
lovely  agitated  face  was  difappearing. 
With  one  hand  he  fupported  her  above 
the  furface  of  the  water,  and  with  the 
other  fwam  towards  the  fide  whence  fhe 
had  fprung,  but  a  little  lower  down  the 
ftream,  where  the  bottom  was  gradually 
fhallower.  He  encouraged  her  as  he 
fwam,  but  me  was  infenfible  to  his 
encouragement ;  and  when  his  feet 
touched  the  ground,  he  took  her  into  his 
arms,  and  bore  her  fenfelefs  to  the  bank. 

The 
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The  terrified  Archurina,  who  was  by  her 
fifter  when  me  plunged  into  the  river, 
now  flood  trembling  to  receive  her ; 
and  Arthur,  who  had  loitered  behind 
wich  Arthur-William,  to  fee  him  make 
ducks  and  drakes  upon  the  furface  of 
the  ftream,  haftened  up  to  the  fpot,  fol- 
lowed by  his  brother.  Arthur-William, 
believing  that  his  fifter  was  drowned, 
wrung  his  little  hands,  wept,  and  cried 
out — "  What  (hall  we  do  ?  Oh  !  what 
"  mail  we  do  ?"  Emily's  head  had  not 
been  intirely  under  water,  and  herfwoon 
being  the  confequencc  of  the  terror  fhe 
felt  on  finding  herfelf  finking,  was  of 
mort  duration.  Whi.'e  the  little  group, 
fitting  or  kneeling  about  her,  were  look- 
ing at  her  with  the  greateft  anxiety,  (he 
revived,  and  foon  recovered  fufficient 
ftrength  to  walk  back  to  the  parfonage, 
which  was  at  no  great  diftance,  and 

where 
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where  fhe  was  Toon  made  comfortable 
by  a  change  of  cloches. 

Though  neither  Edmund  nor  Emily 
had  been  in  any  great  danger,  this  inci- 
dent made  the  former  acquainted  with 
his  own  heart.  The  impulfe  that  had 
driven  Emily  into  the  river  might  be 
attributed  to  other  caufes  than  love  ;  nor 
had  he  the  prefumption  to  conceive  that 
it  originated  from  fuch  an  emotion  :  but 
it  was  enough  that  he  had  at  any  rate 
been  the  object  of  her  folicitude ;  that 
flie  had  thrown  herfelf  into  the  river; 
that  he  had  faved  her  from  finking. 
From  that  hour  he  never  looked  at  her 
but  with  confcious  tendernefs  ;  from  that 
hour  the  images  of  the  fcene  dwelt 
upon  his  mind :  the  "  O  fave  him !" 
the  angelic  figure  rapidly  defcending; 
Emily  fupported  above  the  water ; 
Emily  in  his  arms  •,  recurred  too  fre- 
quently to  his  thoughts  to  leave  him  in 

doubt 
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Uoubt  that  fhc  had  made  an  impreffion 
which  it  behoved  him  to  efface.  From 
that  hour  too  the  refer ve  of  his  de- 
meanour, which  he  had  before  only  felt 
when  they  were  alone,  was  conftant :  he 
looked  at  her  but  in  ftolen  glances ;  he 
fpoke  to  her  but  when  filence  would 
have  been  extraordinary.  As  Edmund 
had  never  been  very  forward  the  change 
was  not  vifible  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, who,  after  hearing  of  the  accident 
with  tetrofpective  alarm,  ended  with 
laughing  at  it,  and  afcribing  Emily's  leap 
to  the  movements  of  terror. 

The  fortnight  allowed  to  Edmund  by 
his  uncle  now  drew  to  an  end.  The  art 
of  fubduing  defire  he  had  learned  from 
neceflity,  the  moft  fuccefsful  of  matters, 
under  whole  tuition  Mr.  Cowper  had 
placed  him  from  his  infancy.  Young  as 
he  was,  habit  had  confirmed  him  in  the 
maftery  of  the  paflions  common  in  early 

VOL.  nr.  o  life. 
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life.  The  inutility  of  regretting  the  want 
of  unattainable  objects  matured  the  virtue 
of  felf-  denial,  on  occafions  where  the  at- 
tainment was  only  oppofed  by  prudence, 
the  foftcr  child  of  neceffity.  Edmund 
never  formed  fruitlefs  wifhes,  and  never 
cherifhed  imprudent  ones.  The  paffion 
that  now  aflailed  his  heart  was  new  to 
him  j  but,  believing  it  to  be  both  hope- 
lefsand  imprudent,  he  refolved  not  even 
to  form  a  wifh  for  its  gratification,  but 
to  banifh  it  immediately  from  his  mind. 
As  nothing  was  fo  likely  to  confirm  his 
refolution  as  abfence,  he  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  requefting  Arthur  not  to  op- 
pofe  their  leaving  Mariton  at  the  time 
appointed  by  Mr.  Cowper,  and  filenced 
every  objection  by  faying  that  when 
they  were  at  Melford  he  would  give  him 
fuch  reafons  as  could  not  fail  to  fatisfy 
him.  Arthur  yielded;  and  his  health 
being  now  almoft  completely  re-efta- 
2  blifhed, 
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blifhed,  he  had  reafons  of  his  own  for 
accelerating  their  departure. 

His  father  and  mother  too  were  not 
without  their  motives  for  wilhing  him 
in  Gloucefterlhire :  Arthur,  though 
pleafed  with  the  company  of  his  friend, 
and  joining  without  reluctance  in  all 
amufemenrs  propofcd,  had  by  no  means 
recovered  his  former  cheerfulnefs.  His 
mind  evidently  laboured  with  its  bur- 
den j  there  was  a  recurring,  melancholy 
penfivenefs,  which  Aubrey  was  but  too 
fenfible  was  not  the  remains  ofhisill- 
ncfs:  but  whether  it  proceeded  from 
contemplating  a  renewal  of  his  inter- 
courfe  with  Lady  Sudley,  or  from  re- 
morfe  at  the  ftate  of  infmcerity  in  which 
he  was  living  at  the  parfonage,  or  from 
both,  was  not  fettled  in  his  opinion.  It 
was  the  conftant  fubject  of  his  conver- 
fation  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  when  alone 
with  her;  and  he  had  determined  upon  a 
o  2  plan, 
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plan,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  in  one  of 
the  cafes  certain,  and  in  the  other  pro- 
bable. His  refolution  was  to  let  the 
two  friends  go  without  delay,  as  the  dif- 
tance  of  Mclford  would  be  a  bar  to  the 
communication  he  feared,  and  wogid  in 
all  likelihood  put  an  end  to  a  connexion 
fo  criminal  and  fo  pregnant  with  mifery. 
H«  likewife  refolved  to  open  his  mind 
freely  to  Edmund,  not  only  to  account 
for  his  not  urging  a  continuance  of  his 
(lay  at  Mariton,  but  with  a  view  of  re- 
gaining Arthur's  candour,  and  relieving 
his  mind  of  the  confcioufnefs  of  continued 
infmcemy,  by  mowing  him  not  fo  much 
the  error  as  the  ufeletfhefs  of  it.  With- 
in  two  or  three  days  of  the  time  fixed  for 
Edmund's  return,  he  told  him  privately, 
that  he  wifhed  to  converfe  with  him 
alone,  on  a  fubject  that  gave  him  in- 
finite pain;  and  he  requeued  that  he 
would  meet  him  in  the  fummer-houfe  in 

the 
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the  garden  in  an  hour,  without  giving  a 
hint  to  Arthur,  or  any  one  elfe,  of  their 
meeting.  Edmund,  ignorant  of  the  cir* 
cumftancesthat  had  given  birth  to  the  pain 
alluded  to  by  Aubrey,  and  confcious  of 
what  had  been  paffing  in  his  own  heart, 
was  ftartled  at  this  appointment.  He 
inilamly  fufpefted  that  he  had  betrayed 
himfelf  by  his  looks  j  and  that  Emily's 
father  meant,  if  not  to  reproach  him,  at 
leaft  to  warn  him  againft  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  paflion  which  could  never  be 
attended  w,ith  fuccefs.  Wretched  in  the 
company  of  Emily,  he  retired  to  his  owa 
chamber,  where  he  gave  way  to  the 
mod  painful  and  mortifying  reflexions, 
till  it  was  time  to  attend  his  appoint- 
ment. 

How  furprifed  and  delighted   was  he 

to  find  that  Aubrey,   f;ir  from  thinking 

as  he  had  done,,  expre  fled  a  joy  at  obferv- 

ing,  the   fiiendlhip  that  had  taken  root 

o  3  between 
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between  him  and  Arthur,  and  at  the 
reciprocity  of  affection  in  all  the  family; 
and  that  the  appointment  was  made 
to  repofe  in  him  a  confidence  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  their  happi- 
ncfs !  Aubrey  expatiated  on  the  fe- 
hcicy  he  had  enjoyed  in  the  candour  of 
Arthur's  mind;  and,  contrafting  the 
pangs  he  fuffered  in  confequence  of  the 
duplicity  rendered  necefiary  by  the  con- 
duct of  Lady  Sudley,  deputed  to  Ed- 
mund the  office  of  removing  the  dread- 
ful necefficy.  "  Chufe  a  proper  oppor- 
"  tunicy,  my  dear  young  friend,"  faid 
Aubrey,  "  to  let  him  know  that  I  am 
"  fully  acquainted  with  the  fuccefsful 
ft  artifices  of  that  abandoned  woman  j 
"  tell  him,  not  to  let  an  imaginary  fecret 
"  continue  to  prey  upon  his  inind ;  and 
"  that  all  I  afl<.  is  the  reiinquifhreent  of 
"  the  crime  which  has  involved  us  in  the 
"  mifery  of  veiling  our  hearts  from  each 

'  "'other.'1 
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"other.'*—". Oh!  Sir,"  replied  Ed- 
mund,  "  let  me  go  and  fpeak  -to  him 
"  immediately :  how  can  he  bear  to 
*f  conceal  any  thing  from  fuch  a  father  1 
<c  I  faw  he  was  miferable,  and  now  I 
"  know  the  caufe.  Oh  !  let  me  go  and 
'*"  remove  it  inftandy." — "  No,  my  dear 
"  Edmund,"  faid  Aubrey,  f'  you  muft 
"  not  be  precipitate.  I  know  not  what 
"  the  confequence  might  be,  if  he  were 
"  made  acquainted  with  my  knowledge 
"  of  the  circurnftance  here :  but  opened 
"  to  him  gently,  at  a  diftance  ^rom  me, 
"  and  by  a  friend  fo  beloved  as  you  are, 
"  I  have  no  fear  but  all  will  be  well." 
Edmund  yielded,  declaring  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  mould  not  be  happy  till  he 
had  completely  reftored  the  eafe  of  his 
friend's  mind,  by  diverting  it  from 
brooding  over  the  horror  of  fecrecy. 
Aubrey  preffed  his  hand,  afluring  him 
that  he  ftood  in  his  heart  mixed  in  the 
o  4  group 
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group  of  his  own  children.  The  thought 
raifed  by  this  expreffion  affected  Ed- 
mund to  fuch  a  degree  that  he  was  ready 
to  open  his  whole  foul  to  Aubrey,  but  his 
tongue  was  unable  to  obey  the  pure  dic- 
tates of  his  mind,  and  he  recollected  him- 
(tlf  in  time.  Having  fettled  the  day  of 
departure  for  the  fucceeding  Monday, 
they  ftrollcd  together  round  the  garden, 
converfing  on  topics  lefs  interefting,  and 
joined  the  reft  of  the  family. 

Aubrey  informed  them  that  Edmund 
perfifted  in  the  refolution  of  fetting  out 
at  the  time  his  uncle  had  fixed,  and  that 
Monday  was  the  day.  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
Arthurina  exclaimed  againft  it.  Emily 
faintly  faid  ;  "  So  foon  1"  Arthur  de- 
clared himfelf  neutral.  Arthur-William 
was  a  noify  champion  for  delay.  But 
Aubrey  agreeing  with  Edmund  that 
punctuality  was  indifpenfable,  as  nothing 
new  on  the  fubject  had  arrived  from  Mr. 
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Cowper,  the  affair  was  fettled.  A  little 
gloom  enfued  j  it  was  paleft  in  Emily *s 
face ;  nor  did  it  entirely  difappear  from 
the  Parfonage  during  the  remainder  of 
Edmund's  ftay.  On  Saturday,  he  ac- 
companied Arthur  on  a  round  of  vi fits 
to  take  leave  ;  and  every  thing  was  pre* 
pared  for  their  departure.  The  family 
unanimoufly  infifted  on  their  travelling 
in  Aubrey's  gig,  as  they  were  afraid 
Arthur  was  not  yet  ftrong  enough  to 
take  fo  long  a  journey  on  horfeback.  It 
was  arranged  accordingly,  and  a  man 
was  hired  to  ride  Edmund's  horfc. 

The  party  were  taking  their  tea,  and 
talking  of  Mclford,  when  a  loud  ringing 
of  the  gate  bell  proclaimed  a  vifitor. 
**  I  forgot  to  tell  you,"  faid  Arthur, 
<c  that  Colonel  Spicer  was  expected  at 
"  Spicer-Hall :  perhaps  this  is  he  come 
"  to  take  leave  of  me." — "  I  hope  not ;" 
faid  Ettiily.  The  information  given  by 

Arthur, 
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Arthur,  and  his  remark,  had  brought  the 
figure  of  the  dapper  coxcomb  into  their 
thoughts,  when  the  door  opened,  and  a 
very  different  perfon  appeared.  Aubrey 
flew  with  open  arms  to  embrace  Charles 
Senfidve.  The  whole  family  loved  him  j 
and  his  welcome  from  every  individual 
of  it  was  mod  cordial.  Charles's  fine, 
open,  benevolent  countenance,  and  his 
flight,  elegant  figure,  in  plain  cloaths, 
gained  fome  additional  advantage  by  fup- 
plantingthe  image  of  Col.  Spicer.  The 
arrival  of  Sensitive  would  probably  have 
made  an  alteration  in  the  time  of  Arthur 
and  Edmund's  departure,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  occurrences  that  had  taken  place. 
Senfitive  himfelf  too  urged  the  benefit 
that  would  be  derived  from  change  of 
air :  and  Aubrey  foon  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  imparting  his  own  reafons  to 
his  friend.  Arthur  regretted  going  from 
Mariton  juft  as  he  was  came  j  and  it  was 

not 
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not  till  Senfitive  afiured  him  that  he 
meant  to  make  a  long  (lay,  and  mould 
be  at  the  Parfbnage  when  he  returned, 
that  he  was  entirely  reconciled  to  leaving 
him.  At  the  hour  appointed  the  gig 
was  at  the  gate ;  all  formality  was  avoided 
in  the  farewell ;  Edmund  concealed  his 
feelings  with  confiderable  addrefs  j  and 
if,  when  he  kitted  his  hand  as  Arthur 
drove  off,  the  eyes  of  Emily  filled  with 
tears,  fo  did  thofe  of  Arthurina. 


END    OF    THE    THIRD    VOLUME. 
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